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In sickness you can find the Cross, be nailed to 
it and thus die to yourself so that He may live and 
make use of you. 


—Pius XII. The Spirit of 
Sickness, February 14, 1954. 
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Coexistence: Its Meaning 


and Its Future 


Christmas Message of Pope Pius XII to the Whole World 


Ecce ego declinabo 


66 EHOLD I will bring upon 

her, as it were, a river of 

peace” (Isaias 66, 12). 
This promise, announced in the 
messianic prophecy of Isaias, was 
fulfilled, with mystic significance, 
by the Incarnate Word of God in 
the New Jerusalem, the Church: 
and We desire, beloved sons and 
daughters of the Catholic world, 
that this same promise should re- 
sound again over the entire human 
family as the wish of Our heart 
this Christmas eve. 

A river of peace upon the worid: 
this is the desire which We have 
most constantly cherished in 
Our heart, for which We have 
most fervently prayed and worked, 
ever since the day when God in 
His goodness was pleased to en- 
trust to Our humble person the 
exalted and awe-inspiring office of 
common father of all peoples 
which is proper to the vicar of 
Him to Whom all races are given 
for His inheritance (Psalms 2, 8). 

Casting a glance backwards over 
the years of Our pontificate with 
regard to that part of Our man- 
date which derives from the uni- 


December 24, 1954 


versal fatherhood conferred upon 
Us, We feel that it was the inten- 
tion of Divine Providence to as- 
sign to Us the particular mission 
of helping, by means of patient 
and almost exhausting toil, to lead 
mankind back to the paths of 
peace. 

At the approach of the feast of 
Christmas each year, We would 
have ardently wished to be able 
to go to the cradle of the Prince 
of Peace and offer Him, as the 
gift He would cherish most, a 
mankind at peace and united as 
one family. On the contrary We 
had to experience—during the first 
six years—the indescribable bit- 
terness of seeing nothing around 
Us but peoples in arms, carried 
away by the mad fury of mutual 
destruction. 


Cold war to cold peace 


We had hoped—and many oth- 
ers had hoped with Us—that once 
the rage of hatred and revenge 
had finally ceased, there would 
very soon have dawned a period 
of secure peace. Instead, there 
continued that agonizing state of 
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uneasiness and danger, which pub- 
lic opinion described by the name 
“cold war” because in reality it 
had little or nothing in common 
with true peace and had much of 
the character of a truce that 
trembled at the slightest touch. 
Our annual return to the cradle of 
the Redeemer continued to be a 
sad oblation of sorrows and anxie- 
ties, with an intense desire to 
draw therefrom the courage 
needed to persist in exhorting men 
to peace and pointing out the right 
road to attain it. 

Can we, at least now in this six- 
teenth year of Our pontificate, ful- 
fill that wish? According to many 
reports, the cold war has slowly 
been replaced by a period of de- 
creased tension between the op- 
posing parties, as if they were giv- 
ing each other a longer breathing 
space; and not without some irony, 
this decreased tension has been 
given the name “cold peace.” 
While We willingly recognize that 
this does represent some progress 
in the laborious ripening of peace 
properly so called, nevertheless it 
is not yet a gift worthy of the 
mystery of Bethlehem, where 
there appeared “the goodness and 
kindness of God our Saviour” 
towards men (Tit. 3, 4). For it is 


in too vivid contrast with the 
spirit of cordiality, of sincerity 
and of brightness that hovers 
around the cradle of the Redeemer. 


Fear and disillusionment 


In fact, in the political world, 
what is meant by “cold peace” if 
not the mere co-existence of vari- 
ous peoples based on fear of each 
other and on mutual disillusion- 
ment? Now it is clear that simple 
co-existence does not deserve the 
name of peace, to which Christian 
tradition, formed in the school of 
the lofty intellects of Augustine 
and Thomas Aquinas, has come to 
apply the definition “the tran- 
quility of order.” Cold peace is 
only a provisional calm, whose du- 
ration is conditional upon the 
changeable sensation of fear and 
upon the varying calculation of 
present strength: while it has 
about it nothing of true “order,” 
which presupposes a series of re- 
lationships converging towards a 
common purpose that is right and 
just. Besides, by excluding all 
bonds of a spiritual nature be- 
tween peoples so fragmentarily co- 
existing, cold peace falls far short 
of that which was preached and de- 
sired by the Divine Master: for 
His peace is founded on a union of 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, Jan. 3-4, 1955. Italian text. Translation based 


on that released by Vatican Press Office. 


This message, delayed for several days by his illness, is the sixteenth in the 
series of Christmas messages by Pope Pius XII. The need for a just and lasting 
peace, and the fundamental requirements for such a peace are constantly recurring 
themes in these messages. The theme is continued here—in a message which David 
Lawrence, Editor of U. S. News and World Report has described as ‘perhaps the 
greatest of the many remarkable pronouncements that have come from the present 
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souls in the same truth and in 
charity. It is defined by St. Paul 
as the ‘‘peace of God” which binds 
in the first place men’s minds and 
hearts (Cfr. Phil. 4, 7), and it is 
put into practice by acts of har- 
monious collaboration in every 
field of life, not excluding the po- 
litical, social and economic fields. 

Such is the reason why We do 
not dare to offer cold peace to the 
Divine Infant. It is not the simple 
and solemn pax (peace) which the 
angels sang to the shepherds on 
that holy night. Much less is it the 
pax dei (peace of God) which sur- 
passes all understanding and is a 
source of interior and complete 
joy (Cfr. Ibid). It is not even that 
peace which mankind today 
dreams of and longs for after so 
much affliction. However, We wish 
to examine in detail its shortcom- 
ings, in order that from its hollow 
void and its uncertain duration 
there may be born in the rulers of 
nations and in those who can ex- 
ercise any influence in this field, 
the imperative desire to transform 
it as soon as possible into true 
peace, which is, in reality, Christ 
Himself. For, since peace is order 
and order is unity, Christ alone is 
able and willing to unite men’s 
minds in truth and love. It is in 
this sense that the Church points 
Him out to all peoples in the words 
of the prophet, as being Himself 
peace: “Et erit iste pax...” (and 
this man shall be our peace) 
(Micheas, 5, 5; cf». Liturgical Of- 
fice for Feast of Christ the King, 
passim). 


CO-EXISTENCE IN FEAR 


It is a common impression, de- 
rived from the simple observation 


of facts, that the principal founda- 
tion on which the present state of 
relative calm rests, is fear. Each 
of the groups, into which the hu- 
man family is divided, tolerates 
the existence of the other, because 
it does not wish itself to perish. 
By thus avoiding a fatal risk, the 
two groups do not live together, 
they co-exist. It is not a state of 
war, but neither is it peace: it is 
a cold calm. Each of the two 
groups smarts under the fear of 
the other’s military and economic 
power. In both of them there is a 
grave apprehension of the catas- 
trophic effect of the latest wea- 
pons. 


Absurd situation 


Each follows with anxious at- 
tention the technical development 
of the other’s armaments and the 
productive capacity of its econ- 
omy, while it entrusts to its own 
propaganda the task of turning 
the other’s fear to its advantage 
by strengthening and extending its 
meaning. It seems that in the field 
of concrete politics reliance is no 
longer placed on other rational or 
moral principles, for these, after 
so many delusions, have been 
swept away by an extreme col- 
lapse into skepticism. 

The most obvious absurdity of 
the situation resultant from such 
a wretched state of affairs is this: 
current political practice, while 
dreading war as the greatest of 
catastrophes, at the same time puts 
all its trust in war, as if it were the 
only expedient for subsistence and 
the only means of regulating in- 
ternational relations. This is, in a 
certain sense, placing trust in that 








6 THE POPE SPEAKS 


which is loathed above all other 
things. 


A new approach 


On the other hand, the above- 
mentioned political practice has 
led many, even of those responsible 
for government, to revise the en- 
tire problem of peace and war, and 
has induced them to ask them- 
selves sincerely if deliverance 
from war and the ensuring of 
peace ought not to be sought on 
higher and more humane levels 
than on that dominated exclusively 
by terror. Thus it is that there has 
been an increase in the numbers of 
those who rebel against the idea of 
having to be satisfied with mere 
co-existence, of renouncing rela- 
tionships of a more vital nature 
with the other group, and against 
being forced to live all the days 
of their lives in an atmosphere of 
enervating fear. Hence they have 
come back to consider the prob- 
lem of peace and war as a fact 
involving a higher and Christian 
responsibility before God and the 
moral law. 


Fear of God 


Undoubtedly in this changed 
manner of approach to the prob- 
lem there is an element of “fear” 
as a restraint against war and a 
stimulus to peace; but here the 
fear is that salutary fear of God— 
Guarantor and Vindicator of the 
moral law—and, therefore, as the 
psalmist teaches (Ps. 110, 10), it 
is the beginning of wisdom. 

Once the problem is elevated to 
this higher plane, which alone 
is worthy of rational creatures, 
there again clearly appears the 
absurdity of that doctrine which 


held sway in the political schools 
of the last few decades: namely, 
that war is one of many admissible 
forms of political action, the neces- 
sary, and as it were the natural, 
outcome of irreconcilable disputes 
between two countries; and that 
war, therefore, is a fact bearing 
no relation to any kind of moral 
responsibility. It is likewise ap- 
parent how absurd and inadmis- 
sible is the principle—also so long 
accepted—according to which a 
ruler, who declares war, would 
only be guilty of having made a 
political error, should the war be 
lost. But he could in no case be 
accused of moral guilt and of 
crime for not having conserved 
the peace when he had the power 
to do so. 


False concept in °39 


It was precisely this absurd and 
immoral concept of war which ren- 
dered vain Our efforts to uphold 
in both parties the will to continue 
negotiations in the fatal weeks of 
1939. War was then thought of as 
a die, to be cast with greater or 
less caution and skill, and not as 
a moral fact involving obligation 
in conscience and higher responsi- 
bilities. It required tombs and ru- 
ins without number to reveal the 
true nature of war: namely, that 
it was not a luckier or less lucky 
gamble between conflicting inter- 
ests but a tragedy, spiritual more 
than material, for millions of men; 
that it was not a risking of some 
possessions, but a loss of all: a 
fact of enormous gravity. 


First steps to truth 


How is it possible—many at that 
time asked with the simplicity and 
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truth of common _ sense—that, 
while every individual feels within 
himself an urgent sense of moral 
responsibility for his own most 
ordinary acts, the dreadful fact 
of war, which is also the fruit of 
the free act of somebody’s will, 
can evade the dominion of consci- 
ence, and that there be no judge 
to whom its innocent victims may 
have recourse? In the atmosphere 
of that time, when people were be- 
ginning to return to common sense, 
widespread approval was given 
Our cry “war against war,” with 
which in 1944, We declared Our 
opposition to the pure formalism 
of political action and to doctrines 
of war which take no account of 
God or of His commandments. 
That salutary return to common 
sense, instead of being weakened, 
became more profound and more 
widespread in the years of the cold 
war, perhaps because prolonged 
experience made more clearly evi- 
dent the absurdity of a life lived 
under the incubus of fear. Thus 
the cold peace, with all its inco- 
herences and uneasiness, shows 
signs of taking the first steps to- 
wards an authentic moral order 
and towards a recognition of the 
elevated doctrine of the Church 
regarding just and unjust war, 
and the licitness and illicitness of 
recourse to arms. 

This goal will assuredly be at- 
tained if, on one side and the other, 
men will once again sincerely, al- 
most religiously, come to consider 
war as an object of the moral 
order, whose violation constitutes 
in fact a culpability which will not 
go unpunished. In the concrete this 
goal will be attained if statesmen, 
before weighing the advantages 


and risks of their decisions, will 
recognize that they are personally 
subject to eternal moral laws, and 
will treat the problem of war as 
a question of conscience before 
God. 

In the conditions of our times, 
there is no other way to liberate 
the world from its agonizing in- 
cubus except by a return to the 
fear of God, which in no way de- 
bases the man who willingly sub- 
mits to it; rather, it saves him 
from the infamy of that awful 
crime—unnecessary war. And who 
can express astonishment if peace 
and war thus prove to be closely 
connected with religious truth? 
Everything that is, is of God: the 
root of all evil consists precisely 
in separating things from their be- 
ginning and their end. 

Hence also it becomes clear that 
pacifist efforts or propaganda orig- 
inating from those who deny all 
belief in God—if indeed not under- 
taken as an artful expedient to 
obtain the tactical effect of cre- 
ating excitement and confusion— 
is always very dubious and incap- 
able of lessening or of eliminating 
the anguished sense of fear. 


Two possible prospects 


The present co-existence in fear 
has thus only two possible pros- 
pects before it: either it will raise 
itself to a co-existence in fear of 
God, and thence to a truly peaceful 
living-together, inspired and pro- 
tected by the Divine moral order: 
or else it will shrivel more and 
more into a frozen paralysis of in- 
ternational life, the grave dangers 
of which are even now foreseeable. 

In fact, prolonged restraint of 
the natural expansion of the life 
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of peoples can ultimately lead them 
to that same desperate outlet that 
it is desired to avoid: war. No 
people, furthermore, could support 
indefinitely a race of armaments 
without disastrous repercussions 
being felt in its normal economic 
development. The very agreements 
directed to imposing a limitation 
on armaments would be in vain. 
Without the moral foundation of 
fear of God, they would become, 
if ever reached, a source of re- 
newed mutual distrust. 

There remains, therefore, the 
auspicious and lightsome other 
way which, based upon the fear 
of God and aided by Him, leads 
to true peace, which is sincerity, 
warmth and life, and is thus 
worthy of Him Who has been 
given to us that men might have 
life in Him and have it more 
abundantly (Cfr. John 10, 10). 


CO-EXISTENCE IN ERROR 


Although the “cold war’”—and 
the same is true of the “cold peace”’ 
—keeps the world in a harmful 
state of division, yet it does not, up 
to the present, prevent an intense 
rhythm of life from pulsing there- 
in. It is true that this is a life de- 
veloping almost exclusively in the 
economic field. It is, however, un- 
deniable that economics, taking 
advantage of the pressing progress 
of modern techniques, has by fev- 
erish activity attained surprising 
results, of such a nature as to fore- 
shadow a profound transformation 
in the lives of all peoples, even 
those heretofore considered rather 
backward. Admiration unquestion- 
ably cannot be withheld for what 
it has done and what it promises 
to do. 


Exaggerated trust in economics 


Nevertheless, economics, with 
its apparently unlimited ability to 
produce goods without number, 
and with the multiplicity of its re- 
lationships, exercises over many 
of our contemporaries a fascina- 
tion superior to its potentiality, 
and extends to fields extraneous to 
economics. The error of placing 
such trust in modern economics is 
again shared in common by the 
two camps into which the world is 
today divided. In one of these, it 
is taught that, since man has given 
proof of such great power as to 
create the marvellous technico-eco- 
nomical composite of which he 
boasts today, he will also be able 
to organize the liberation of hu- 


-man life from all the privations 


and evils from which it suffers, 
and in this way effect a kind of 
self-redemption. On the _ other 
hand, the conception gains ground 
in the opposing camp that the so- 
lution of the problem of peace 
must be sought in economics, and 
particularly in a_ specific form 
thereof, that of free exchange. 

We have already had occasion 
at other times to expose the base- 
lessness of such teachings. About 
a hundred years ago followers of 
the free commerce system expected 
wonderful things from it, attribu- 
ting to it an almost magical power. 
One of its most ardent converts 
did not hesitate to compare the 
principle of free exchange, insofar 
as its effects in the moral world 
are concerned, with the principle 
of gravity which rules the physical 
world, and he attributed to it, as 
its proper effect, the drawing of 
men closer together, the elimina- 
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tion of antagonism based on race, 
faith, or language, and the unity 
of all human beings in unalterable 
peace (cfr. Richard Cobden, 
Speeches on Questions of Public 
Policy, London, Macmillan and 
Co., 1870: Vol. 1, pp. 362-366). 


Primacy of moral world 


The course of events has shown 
how deceitful is the illusion of en- 
trusting peace to free exchange 
alone. Nor would the result be 
otherwise in the future if there 
were to persist that blind faith 
which confers on economics an im- 
aginary mystic force. At present, 
moreover, there are lacking those 
foundations of fact which could in 
any way warrant the over-rosy 
hopes nourished today, as in the 
past, by followers of this teaching. 
As a matter of fact, while, in one 
of the camps which co-exist in 
cold peace, this highly vaunted 
economic freedom does not in re- 
ality yet exist, it is, in the other, 
completely rejected as an absurd 
principle. There is, between the 
two, a diametrical opposition in 
their ways of conceiving the very 
fundamentals of life—an opposi- 
tion which cannot be reconciled by 
purely economic forces. Nay more, 
if there are—as there actually are 
—relations of cause and effect be- 
tween the moral world and the 
economic world, they must be so 
ordered that primacy be assigned 
to the former, that is, the moral 
world which must authoritatively 
permeate with its spirit the social 
economy. Once this scale of values 
has been established and its actual 
exercise permitted, economics will, 
insofar as it is able, consolidate 
the moral world and confirm the 


spiritual postulates and forces of 
peace. 

On the other hand, the economic 
factor might place serious obsta- 
cles in the way of peace—particu- 
larly of a cold peace, in the sense 
of an equilibrium between groups 
—if, employing erroneous systems, 
it were to weaken one of the 
groups. This could occur if, among 
other eventualities, individual peo- 
ple of one group were to engage, 
without consideration or regard 
for others, in a ceaseless increase 
of production, and a constant rais- 
ing of their own living standard. 
In such a case, an upsurge of re- 
sentment and rivalry on the part 
of neighboring peoples would be 
inevitable, and consequently also 
the weakening of the entire group. 

Prescinding from this particular 
consideration, however, one must 
be convinced that economic rela- 
tionships between nations will be 
factors of peace insofar as they 
will obey the norms of natural 
law, will be inspired by love, will 
have due regard for other peoples 
and will be sources of help. Let it 
be held for certain that in rela- 
tions between men, even merely 
economic relations, nothing is pro- 
duced spontaneously—as does oc- 
cur in nature which is subject to 
necessary laws—but everything 
depends substantially on the spirit. 
Only the spirit, the image of God 
and the executor of His designs, 
can establish order and harmony 
on earth, and it will succeed in do- 
ing so to the same extent that it 
becomes the faithful interpreter 
and docile instrument of the only 
Saviour Jesus Christ, Who is Him- 
self Peace. 
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False principles of unity 


Moreover, in another matter 
even more delicate than that of 
economics, error is shared by the 
two camps co-existing in the cold 
peace: an error, namely, regarding 
the principles which animate their 
respective unity. One of the camps 
bases its strong internal cohesion 
on a false idea, an idea, moreover, 
violating primary human and Di- 
vine rights, yet at the same time 
efficacious; while the other, forget- 
ful that it already possesses an 
idea that is true and has been suc- 
cessfully tested in the past, seems 
instead to be tending towards po- 
litical principles which are evi- 
dently destructive of unity. 


The nationalistic state 


During this last decade since the 
war, a great yearning for spiritual 
renovation urged souls: to unite 
Europe strongly, the impetus com- 
ing from the natural living condi- 
tions of her peoples, with the pur- 
pose of putting an end to the tra- 
ditional rivalries between one and 
another, and of assuring a united 
protection for their independence 
and their peaceful development. 
This noble idea did not present 
motives for complaints or diffi- 
dence to the world outside of Eu- 
rope, in the measure that this out- 
side world was favorably disposed 
to Europe. It was also believed 
that Europe would have easily 
found within herself the animating 
idea for her unity. But the suc- 
ceeding events and recent accords 
which, as is believed, have opened 
the way to a cold peace, no longer 
have for a basis the ideal of a 
more extensive European unifica- 


tion. Many, in fact, believe that 
the governing policy is for a re- 
turn to a kind of nationalistic 
state, closed within itself, central- 
izing therein its forces, unsettled 
in its choice of alliances and, con- 
sequently, no less perilous than 
that which had its time of highest 
development during the last cen- 
tury. 

Too soon have been forgotten 
the enormous mass of lives sacri- 
ficed and of goods extorted by this 
type of state, and the crushing 
economic and spiritual burdens im- 
posed by it. But the real error con- 
sists in confusing national life in 
its proper sense with nationalistic 
politics: the first, the right and 
prized possession of a people, may 
and should be promoted: the sec- 
ond, as a germ infinitely harmful, 
will never be sufficiently repelled. 
National life is, in itself, that op- 
erative composite of all the values 
of civilization, which are proper 
and characteristic of a particular 
group, for whose spiritual unity 
they constitute, as it were, its 
bond. At the same time, it en- 
riches, as its own contribution, the 
culture of all humanity. 

In essence, therefore, national 
life is something not political; and 
this is confirmed by the fact that, 
as history and practice demon- 
strate, it can develop alongside of 
others, within the same state, just 
as it can also extend itself beyond 
the political frontiers of the same 
state. National life became a prin- 
ciple of dissolution within the com- 
munity of peoples only when it be- 
gan to be exploited as a means 
for political purposes; when, that 
is to say, the controlling and cen- 
tralizing state made of nationality 
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the basis of its force of expansion. 
Behold then the nationalistic state, 
the seed of rivalries and the fo- 
menter of discord. 

It is clear that, if the European 
community were to move forward 
on this road, its cohesion would 
become, as a result, quite weak- 
ened in comparison with that of 
the opposing group. Its weakness 
would certainly be revealed on that 
day of future peace destined to 
regulate with foresight and justice 
the question still in abeyance. Nor 
should it be said that, in new cir- 
cumstances, the dynamism of the 
nationalistic state no longer repre- 
sents a danger for other peoples 
being deprived, in the majority of 
cases, of effective economic and 
military power. For even when the 
dynamism of an imaginary na- 
tionalistic power is expressed in 
sentiment rather than exercised 
with actions, it is equally offensive 
to the mind; it feeds on distrust 
and breeds suspicion within alli- 
ances, impedes reciprocal under- 
standing and thereby loyal collab- 
oration and mutual help, to the 
same extent as it would if it had at 
its command effective force. 


The natural law: true 
bond of unity 


What would become, then in 
such circumstances, of the com- 
mon bond which is supposed to 
bind individual states in unity? 
What kind of a great and effica- 
cious idea would that be which 
would render them strong in de- 
fense and effective in a common 
program for civilization? 

Some would like to see it as 
agreement in the rejection of that 
way of life destructive of liberty, 


proper to the other group. With- 
out a doubt, aversion to slavery is 
worthy of note, but it is of nega- 
tive value, and does not possess 
the force to stimulate the human 
spirit to action with the same 
efficacy as does a positive and ab- 
solute idea. 

Such an idea, instead, could be 
a love of the liberty willed by God 
and in accord with the needs of 
the common good, or else the ideal 
of natural law, as the foundation 
of an organization of the state and 
of states. 


Europe, awake! 


Only these, and like spiritual 
ideas, acquired now for many long 
centuries as part of the tradition 
of a Christian Europe, can sustain 
comparison — and moreover 
emerge victorious in it, to the ex- 
tent that these ideas are really 
lived—with the false idea, though 
concrete and effective, which ap- 
parently holds together in cohe- 
sion, not without the aid of vio- 
lence, the other group—the idea, 
namely, of an earthly paradise to 
be attained as soon as a determined 
form of social organization would 
be realized. Though illusory, this 
idea has succeeded in creating, at 
least outwardly, a compact and 
hardy unity, and in being accepted 
by the uninformed masses; it 
knows how to inspire its members 
to action and voluntarily to make 
sacrifices. The same idea, within 
the political framework which ex- 
presses it, gives to its directors a 
strong capacity for seduction, and 
to the adept the audacity to pene- 
trate as a vanguard even into the 
ranks of the other side. 

Europe, on the other hand, still 
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awaits the rewakening of her own 
consciousness. Meanwhile, in what 
she stands for—such as the wis- 
dom and organization of associ- 
ated living and as an influence of 
culture—she seems to be losing 
ground in not a few regions of the 
earth. 


Colonial problems 


Verily, such a retreat concerns 
the promoters of a nationalistic 
policy, who are forced to fall back 
before adversaries who have taken 
over the same methods and made 
them their own. Especially among 
some peoples until now considered 
colonial, the process of organic 
maturation towards an autonomous 
polity, which Europe should have 
guided with perception and care, 
was rapidly turned into national- 
istic out-breaks, greedy for power. 
It must be confessed that even 
these unforeseen eruptions, dam- 
aging to the prestige and interests 
of Europe, are, at least in part, 
the fruit of her own bad example. 


Europe’s true strength 


Does this mean only that Eu- 
rope has momentarily lost her 
way? In any case, that which must 
remain, and without doubt will 
remain, is the genuine Europe, 
that is, that composite of all the 
spiritual and civil values which 
the West has accumulated, draw- 
ing from the riches of individual 
nations to dispense them to the 
whole world. Europe, conforming 
to the dispositions of Divine Provi- 
dence, will again be able to be 
the nursery and dispenser of those 
values, if she will know how to 
resume wisely her proper spiritual 


character and to repudiate the di- 
vinization of power. 

Just as in the past the well- 
springs of her strength and of her 
culture were eminently Christian, 
so now too will she have to impose 
on herself a return to God and to 
Christian ideals, if she is to find 
again the basis and bond of her 
unity and true greatness. And if 
these well-springs seem to be in 
part dried up, if this bond is 
threatened with rupture and the 
foundation of her unity is crum- 
bling, the historical and present 
responsibility falls back upon each 
of the two groups who find them- 
selves now facing each other in 
anguish and mutual fear. 

The motives ought to be enough 
for men of good will, in one and 
the other camp, to desire, to pray, 
and to act, in order that humanity 
may be liberated from the intoxi- 
cation of power and of pre-emi- 
nence, and in order that the Spirit 
of God may be the Sovereign Ruler 
of the world, where once Almighty 
God chose no other means for sav- 
ing those whom He loved than that 
of becoming a weak Babe in a poor 
manger. “A child is born to us, 
and a son is given to us, and the 
government is upon his shoulder” 
(Isaias 9, 6.; cf. Introit, Third 
Mass of Christmas Day). 


CO-EXISTENCE IN TRUTH 


Although it is a sad thing to 
note that the present rupture of 
the human race took place, in the 
beginning, between men who knew 
and adored the same Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, still there appears to 
Us to be a well founded hope that, 
in His name too, a bridge of peace 
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may yet be built between opposing 
shores, and the common bond, so 
sadly broken, be re-established. 


Men, not systems 


There is, in fact, some hope that 
today’s co-existence may bring 
mankind closer to peace. In order, 
however, that this expectation be 
justified, such co-existence must in 
some way be co-existence in truth. 
Now a bridge cannot be built in 
truth between these two separate 
worlds unless it be founded on 
the human beings living in one 
and the other of these worlds, and 
not on their governmental or social 
systems. This is so because, while 
one of the two parties still strives 
in large measure, whether consci- 
ously or unconsciously, to preserve 
the natural law, the system pre- 
vailing in the other has completely 
abandoned this basis. 

A one-sided supernaturalism 
might refuse entirely to take such 
an attitude into consideration, al- 
Jeging the reason that we live in 
a redeemed world and are there- 
fore withdrawn from the natural 
order; or some might say that the 
collectivist character of that sys- 
tem ought to be recognized as a 
“historical truth,” in the sense 
that it too corresponds to the will 
of God—but these are errors to 
which a Catholic can by no means 
submit. The right road is quite 
different. 

In both camps, there are mil- 
lions in whom the imprint of 
Christ is preserved in a more or 
less active degree: they too, no less 
than faithful and fervent believ- 
ers, should be called upon to collab- 
orate towards a renewed basis of 


unity for the human race. It is 
true that, in one of the two camps, 
the voice of those who stand reso- 
lutely for truth, for love and for 
the spirit, is forcibly suffocated by 
the public authorities, while in the 
other people suffer from excessive 
timidity in proclaiming aloud their 
worthy desires. It is, however, the 
duty of a policy of unification to 
encourage the former and to make 
heard the sentiments of the latter. 


Statesmen’s duties 


Particularly in that camp where 
it is not a crime to oppose error, 
statesmen should have greater con- 
fidence in themselves: they should 
give proof to others of a more 
firm courage in foiling the ma- 
neuvers of the obscure forces 
which are still trying to establish 
power hegemonies, and they should 
also show more active wisdom in 
preserving and swelling the ranks 
of men of good will, especially of 
believers in God, who everywhere 
adhere in great numbers to the 
cause of peace. 


Racial minorities 


It would certainly be an erro- 
neous unification policy—if not ac- 
tually treachery—to sacrifice in 
favor of nationalistic interests the 
racial minorities who are without 
strength to defend their supreme 
possessions, their faith and their 
Christian culture. Whoever were 
to do this would not be worthy of 
confidence, nor would they be act- 
ing honorably if later, in cases 
where their own interests de- 
manded it, they were to invoke re- 
ligious values and respect for law. 
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No base in materialism 
or relativism 


There are many who volunteer 
to lay the bases of human unity. 
Since, however, these bases, this 
bridge, must be of a spiritual na- 
ture, those sceptics and cynics are 
certainly not qualified for the task 
who, in accordance with doctrines 
of a more or less disguised ma- 
serialism, reduce even the loftiest 
truths and the highest spiritual 
values to the level of physical re- 
actions or consider them mere ide- 
ologies. 

Nor are those apt for the task 
who do not recognize absolute 
truths nor admit moral obligations 
in the sphere of social life. These 
latter have already in the past— 
often unknowingly, by their abuse 
of freedom and by their destruc- 
tive and unreasonable criticism— 
prepared an atmosphere favorable 
to dictatorship and oppression; 
and now they push forward again 
to obstruct the work of social and 
political pacification initiated un- 
der Christian inspiration. 

In some places it happens not 
rarely that they raise their voices 
against those who, conscientiously, 
as Christians, take a rightful ac- 
tive interest in political problems 
and in public life in general. 

Sometimes too, they disparage 
the assuredness and strength 
Christians draw from the posses- 
sion of absolute truth, and on the 
contrary, they spread abroad the 
conviction that it is to modern 
man’s honor, and redounds to the 
credit of his education, that he 
should have no determined ideas 
or tendencies nor be bound to any 
spiritual world. Meanwhile, they 


forget that it was precisely from 
these principles that the present 
confusion and disorder originated, 
nor will they remember that it was 
those very Christian forces they 
now oppose that succeeded in re- 
storing, in many countries, the 
freedom which they themselves 
had dissipated. 

Certainly it is not upon such 
men that the common spiritual 
foundation can be laid and the 
bridge of truth built. Indeed, it 
may well be expected that, as oc- 
casion demands, they will not find 
it at all unseemly to be partial to 
the false system of the other 
shore, adapting themselves even 
to being overcome by it in case 
it were momentarily to triumph. 


Christians must act 


In waiting, therefore, with con- 
fidence in the Divine mercy, for the 
spiritual and Christian bridge, al- 
ready in some way existing be- 
tween the two shores, to take on a 
greater and more effective consist- 
ency, We would exhort primarily 
the Christians of nations where 
the Divine gift of peace is still en- 
joyed to do everything possible to 
hasten the hour of its universal re- 
establishment. 


Truth: a talent to be used 


Let these convince themselves, 
above all, that the possession of 
truth, if it were to remain closed 
within themselves, almost as if it 
were an object of their contempla- 
tion for deriving therefrom spiri- 
tual pleasure, would not be of serv- 
ice to the cause of peace; the truth 
must be lived, communicated and 
applied to all phases of life. Also 
truth, and particularly Christian 
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truth, is a talent that God placed 
in the hands of His servants in 
order that, with all that they un- 
dertake, it may bear fruit in works 
for the common good. 

To all possessors of this truth, 
We would wish to propose a ques- 
tion, before the Eternal Judge 
asks it, whether they have used 
this talent fruitfully, in any way 
to be worthy of the invitation of 
the Master to enter into the joy 
of His peace. How many, perhaps 
even priests and lay Catholics, 
ought to feel remorse for having 
instead buried in their own hearts 
this and other spiritual riches, be- 
cause of their own indolence and 
insensibility to human misery! 


Guilty silence 


In particular, they would be- 
come culpable if they should toler- 
ate that the people be left as 
though shepherdless, while the en- 
emy of God, taking advantage of 
His powerful organization, is pro- 
ducing destruction in souls not 
solidly enough formed in the truth. 
Equally responsible would the 
priest and laity be, if the people 
were not to receive and find from 
Christian charity in practice that 
active help which the Divine will 
prescribes. Nor would those priests 
and laity fulfill their obligations, 
were they voluntarily to close 
their eyes and keep silence con- 
cerning the social injustices of 
which they are witnesses, thus fur- 
nishing an occasion for unjust at- 
tacks against the capacity of the 
social action of Christianity and 
against the efficacy of the social 
doctrine of the Church, which with 
the help of Divine grace, has given 
so many and such unquestionable 
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public demonstrations in this re- 
gard and also in these recent dec- 
ades. 

In case the failure to which We 
have referred were to occur, it 
would likewise be those priests and 
laity who would bear the responsi- 
bility for groups of the young, and 
even pastors of souls, letting them- 
selves, in some cases, be won over 
to radicalism and erroneous pro- 
gressivism. 


Common over private good 


The conduct of Christians—be 
they of high or humble state, or 
be they more or less prosperous— 
who would not be resolute in the 
recognition and observance of 
their own social obligations in the 
management of their economic af- 
fairs, would cause more grave con- 
sequences to the social order, and 
also to the political order. Whoso- 
ever is not ready to limit justly in 
relation to the common weal the 
use of his private goods, be it done 
freely according to the dictates of 
his own conscience, or even done 
by means of organized provisions 
of a public character, he is help- 
ing, insofar as it depends on him, 
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to impede the indispensable prim- 
acy of personal impulse and re- 
sponsibility in social life. 

In democratic systems one can 
fall easily into such an error, when 
individual interest is placed under 
the protection of these collective 
organizations or of a party, where 
one seeks protection for the sum 
total of individual interests, rather 
than the promotion of the good of 
all; under such a guise the econ- 
omy becomes easily subject to the 
power of anonymous forces which 
dominate it politically. 


Christ is peace 

Beloved children, We are thank- 
ful to the Divine goodness for hav- 
ing given Us yet another oppor- 


tunity to indicate to you, with pa- 
ternal solicitude, the path of good- 
ness. May the earth, abundantly 
watered by the Giver of true peace, 
be able to proclaim glory to God 
in the highest! “Let us go up to 
Bethlehem” (Luke 2, 15). Let us 
go back there close to the crib of 
sincerity, of truth, and of love, 
where the only-begotten Son of 
God gives Himself Man to men, in 
order that humanity may know 
again in Him its bond and its 
peace. “Today true peace comes 
down to us from Heaven” (Office 
of Christmas, response, second les- 
son). In order that the earth be 
worthy to receive it, We invoke 
upon all abounding Divine bless- 
ings. 


x 


The Substance of True Peace 


Peace—how easily the word comes to the lips of men today, while the 
substance of true peace continues to elude their grasp. The reason is not 
far to seek. The Prince of Peace, foretold by the prophets, came into the 
world; the memory of His birth is acclaimed each year by the Christian 
world; yet His teachings still so often fall on deaf ears. 

Not only must sheer force give over its futile attempt to stifle in the human 
spirit its innate yearning for God; not only must the shackles of enslavement 
be struck from these God-given freedoms that are postulates of the dignity 
of man and human society, and are today denied to entire peoples; but if 
peace is to be secure, then justice and charity must inspire reciprocal confi- 
dence between nations and between the different classes within a nation, 
thus laying the foundations for a united effort towards the common, noble 


ideal. 


—Pius XII. To Sir Douglas Howard. Jan. 18, 1954. 
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E extend to you, honored 
W sentiomen, a heartfelt wel- 

come. The presence of your 
distinguished assembly arouses in 
Us the same sense of joy and con- 
fidence in you which We experi- 
enced in addressing this same 
illustrious group last year. 

One of your own distinguished 
members, Professor Carnelutti, 
has suggested the topic which We 
have chosen to discuss here today. 
It concerns the function of pun- 
ishment, the “rehabilitation of the 
criminal through his repentance.” 
As a title for this discussion, We 
would choose: “Crime and Pun- 
ishment in their Reciprocal Rela- 
tionship.” 

We intend to sketch in broad 
outline the passage of a man from 
the state of innocence, through his 
actual criminal deed, to the state 
of criminal guilt and its punish- 
ment, (reatus culpae et poenae) ; 
and, conversely, his _ liberation 
from criminal guilt and punish- 
ment through repentance and ex- 
piation for the crime. We will 
then be enabled to form a clear 
concept of the origin of punish- 
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ment, its nature, its function, and 
the form of punishment best cal- 
culated to assist the guilty person 
in his rehabilitation. 


PART I. THE ROAD TO CRIME 
AND PUNISHMENT 


We consider it necessary here to 
make two important observations. 


A free choice 


First, the problem of crime and of 
its punishment is above all a prob- 
lem dealing with persons and con- 
cerning persons in two different 
ways. The initial impulse towards 
the criminal act has its origin in 
the personality of the criminal, in 
his “ego.” We are considering 
here, of course, not any and all 
acts which may have their source 
in the human person, but only 
those which spring from a deliber- 
ate and voluntary act of the will. 
We are speaking, therefore, of 
acts which the ego may perform or 
not perform, acts which it under- 
takes because, of itself, it has 
freely decided to do so. This free- 
dom of choice, which is a primary 
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function of the ego—and which 
may be present even when various 
other elements are also influencing 
the decision—is an essential char- 
acteristic of any genuinely crimi- 
nal act, and is central to Our dis- 
cussion of true punishment. 

The criminal act is furthermore 
always an opposition of one person 
to another, both when the immedi- 
ate object of the act is an actual 
person, as in murder, and when 
this object is a thing, as in theft; 
for the ego of the person who com- 
mits the criminal act is setting it- 
self up in opposition to a higher 
Authority and therefore ultimately 
against the Authority of God. In 
giving this definition, We are pre- 
scinding from a guilt which is 
merely juridical and its subsequent 
liability to punishment, for Our 
discussion concerns the genuine 
problem of crime and of punish- 
ment properly so called. 


Many aspects 


Secondly, it must be clearly 
noted that the person and the act 


of the person who is the criminal 
comprise a strict unity which in 
its turn possesses different aspects. 
It has relationship to the psycho- 
logical, juridical, ethical and reli- 
gious fields. While it is also possi- 
ble to consider each of these as- 
pects separately, it is only possible 
to form a valid concept of the 
criminal and the fact of his crime 
and punishment by taking them al- 
together, for they are intimately 
related one with another. It be- 
comes, therefore, impossible to 
consider this problem from one 
viewpoint alone, for instance, 
merely under its juridical aspect. 

We may now describe the initial 
attitude of the criminal in this 
way: he is faced with the per- 
formance or omission of an act, 
and its performance or omission is 
presented to his will as simply 
obligatory, as an absolute “you 
must,” a non-conditional demand 
that must be fulfilled by a personal 
choice. The person refuses to obey 
this demand; he rejects the good 
and accepts the evil. This internal 
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lem is evident. He overlooks nothing, treating every human situation in the light 
of the complete man—'‘as he is in the sight of God, his Creator and Redeemer, 
as he is in his concrete and historical reality'’. Religious, moral, psychological, 


legal, social, the temporal and the eternal—all these aspects are considered. The 
result is this profound treatment of the problem of crime and guilt, punishment and 
rehabilitation. 
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decision, except in cases where it 
terminates in itself, is then fol- 
lowed by the external act. The 
criminal act is thus complete in 
both its external and internal ele- 
ments. 


Nature and various aspects 
of the culpable act 


As far as the subjective guilt 
of the criminal is concerned, any 
fair judgment must take account 
not only of the external act, but, 
in addition, the external and inter- 
nal circumstances which have in- 
fluenced the decision of the crimi- 
nal. Such, for example, would be 
his innate or acquired habits, his 
impulses or inhibitions, his up- 
bringing, the influences exercised 
on him by his companions, the 
atmosphere in which he lives, the 
force of circumstances, and, to a 
particular degree, the habitual and 
actual intensity of his will-acts, 
the so-called “criminal urge” 
which has contributed to the ac- 
complishment of the criminal deed. 


—a contempt for authority 


Considering the object in which 
the criminal act terminates, crime 
is an arrogant contempt for Au- 
thority, which demands the main- 
tenance of order and a respect for 
what is right and what is good. 
Authority is the source, the cus- 
todian, the protector and the vin- 
dicator of order itself; and inas- 
much as all human Authority is 
ultimately derived from God, every 
criminal act is a defiance of God 
Himself, of His supreme law and 
His sovereign Majesty. This reli- 
gious analysis of crime is inti- 
mately and essentially pertinent to 
a consideration of the criminal act. 


—affects the community 


The legally established commu- 
nity is also a part of the object 
affected by the criminal act, in so 
far as the crime endangers or dis- 
rupts the order established by the 
civil laws. Nonetheless, not every 
criminal act, understood in the 
sense defined above, is necessarily 
a transgression of public law. The 
public authority must confine its 
jurisdiction to those crimes which 
injure the community and disrupt 
the harmonious order established 
by the public laws. Hence the 
Latin motto concerning juridical 
guilt: Nulla culpa sine lege, 
(Where there is no law, there can 
be no crime.) 


—violates moral code 


But an act such as We have de- 
scribed, if it otherwise verifies the 
essential elements of a truly crimi- 
nal act, is always also a violation 
of moral and religious codes. 
Hence it also follows that such hu- 
man laws as may contradict the 
law of God cannot possibly be the 
basis for a genuinely criminal vio- 
lation of public law. 


—deserves punishment 


Part of the concept of the crimi- 
nal act is the fact that the perpe- 
trator of the act becomes deserv- 
ing of punishment. The problem 
of punishment therefore arises, in 
any individual case, at the precise 
moment in which a man becomes 
guilty of a criminal act. Punish- 
ment is the reaction demanded by 
law and justice against crime; they 
are like blow and counter-blow. 
The order of justice which is dis- 
rupted by the crime demands to be 
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re-established and restored to its 
original equilibrium. The proper 
function of law and justice is to 
preserve the harmonious balance 
between duty, on the one hand, and 
law, on the other, and to re-estab- 
lish this harmony where it has 
been disturbed. The punishment, 
of itself, does not directly affect 
the criminal act, but rather the 
author of the act, the human per- 
son, the “ego,” which, with con- 
scious deliberation, has _ perpe- 
trated the criminal act. Likewise, 
the punishment does not proceed 
from an abstract juridical decree, 
but from an individual person, en- 
dowed with legitimate authority. 
Thus the punishment, like the 
criminal act itself, places person in 
opposition to person. 


Meaning and purpose of 
punishment 


Punishment in its true sense can 
therefore have no other meaning 
or purpose than the one just de- 
scribed, namely, to return the 
transgressor to the path of duty 
which he has deserted. The reality 
of duty is, of necessity, but an ex- 
pression of the reality of being, of 
the true and good, which alone has 
the right to existence, in contrast 
to error and evil, which represent 
that which should not exist. Pun- 
ishment fulfills its purpose in so 
far as it forces the criminal, be- 
cause of the act he has committed, 
to undergo suffering; punishment 
imposes on the criminal the priva- 
tion of a good and the acceptance 
of a non-good. However, what the 
criminal suffers will only be a true 
punishment when there is a causal 
connection between the crime and 
the consequent suffering. 


PART II. THE STATE OF 
GUILT AND PUNISHMENT 


We must note here that the 
wrongdoer, by his act, brings 
about a state of affairs which does 
not cease with the completion of 
the criminal act. The criminal re- 
mains the same person who know- 
ingly and deliberately transgressed 
an obligatory norm of action (rea- 
tus culpae), and because of that 
transgression he has become deserv- 
ing of punishment (reatus poenae) . 
This personal state of guilt en- 
dures, both with regard to the hu- 
man authority represented by pub- 
lic law which directly binds the 
wrongdoer, in so far as this au- 
thority has a share in the penal 
process, and beyond this, and 
always, with regard to the Su- 
preme Authority of God. Thus the 
criminal act brings into existence 
a state of guilt and liability to pun- 
ishment, which indicates a partic- 
ular relationship of the guilty per- 
son to the authority offended, and 
of this authority to the guilty per- 
son. (cf. S. Thomas: Summa 
Theol. III, q. 69, a.2, obj. 3 et ad 
3). 


Not a mere mental construct 


An attempt has been made to 
establish the conclusion that, once 
the evil act and its actual punish- 
ment have taken place, it is no 
longer possible to speak of the 
crime and its punishment as hav- 
ing any permanent reality in the 
real order. This attempt is based 
on the notion that time and space, 
formally considered, are not true 
realities, but rather mere mental- 
constructs. If this were true, it 
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would mean the abandonment of 
the principle, ‘““What is done can- 
not be undone.” Applied to a spir- 
itual action, (and the criminal act, 
in itself, is a spiritual one), this 
principle would be based, so it is 
claimed, on a false notion and 
erroneous use of the concept of 
time. It is beyond the limits of 
Our present discussion to treat of 
the question of space and time. 
Suffice it to note that space and 
time are not merely constructions 
of the mind, but have a basis in the 
order of reality. At all events, the 
conclusion which some wish to 
draw, denying the existence of a 
state of guilt, is an invalid one. 
Unquestionably, man’s fall into sin 
happens in a definite place and at 
a particular time; but it is not an 
inherent quality of that place or 
that time, and hence does not cease 
to exist with the cessation of any 
particular place or time. 


Automatic penalties 


Thus far Our discussion has con- 
cerned the nature of the state of 
guilt and liability to punishment. 
However, the higher authority, to 
which the wrongdoer has denied 
due submission and _ obedience, 
turns its indignation and disap- 
proval not only against the deed, 
but also, because of his act, against 
the author of the deed, against the 
person. There is an immediate 
connection, as has already been 
explained, between the crime and 
the guilt and liability to punish- 
ment of the criminal act. How- 
ever, this does not exclude the au- 
tomatic incurring of a penalty at 
the moment of the criminal act. 
In Canon Law there are recog- 
nized penalties, latae sententiae, 


which are incurred by the very act 
of committing a sin. Such a penal- 
ty is rare in civil law and unknown 
in certain legal systems. More- 
over, this automatic incurring of 
a penalty always supposes real and 
serious guilt. 


Presuppositions in every penal 
sentence 


Punishment is ordinarily im- 
posed by a competent authority. 
That presupposes: a penal law ac- 
tually in force, and a person legally 
invested with the authority to 
mete out punishment. This person 
must possess certain knowledge of 
the act to be punished, both from 
the objective and subjective stand- 
points; that is to say, he must be 
certain of the actual commission 
of the crime and of the guilt of the 
criminal and of the extent and 
gravity of this guilt. 


The Supreme Judge 


The knowledge required for pro- 
nouncing a sentence of punishment 
is, in the case of God, the Supreme 
Judge, a perfectly clear and in- 
fallible knowledge; and the consid- 
eration of it cannot be without in- 
terest to the jurist. God is present 
to the man, both in his internal 
decision and in the external execu- 
tion of the criminal act. Every 
factor is completely revealed to 
His vision, down to the last detail. 
The act in its entirety is present 
to His knowledge as clearly now as 
at the moment of its commission. 
But such knowledge, of complete 
thoroughness and absolute cer- 
tainty, of every instant of life and 
of every human act, is proper to 
God alone. For this reason, God 
reserves to Himself alone the final 
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judgment on the value of a man 
and the decision on his ultimate 
fate. He pronounces the judg- 
ment according to the state in 
which He finds a man at the mo- 
ment he is called to eternity. This 
infallible judgment of God is exer- 
cised also during our life on this 
earth, not only on our lives taken 
as a whole, but on every individual 
sinful act and its proper punish- 
ment; and notwithstanding the 
ever-ready Divine disposition to 
forgive and remit sins, in many 
cases, He carries out this judg- 
ment on a man during his earthly 
life. 


Moral certainty in 
human judgments 


The human judge, on the other 
hand, possesses neither the omni- 
presence nor the omniscience of 
God and must, before issuing a 
judicial sentence, form for himself 
a moral certitude. That is, he must 
have a certainty which excludes all 
reasonable and serious doubt con- 
cerning the external act and the 
internal guilt of the criminal. The 
human judge is handicapped be- 
cause he does not have immediate 
insight into the interior disposi- 
tions of the accused at the exact 
moment of the crime; very often, 
the judge cannot even reconstruct 
them with absolute clarity from 
the arguments which are offered in 
proof, and sometimes not even 
from the confession of the delin- 
quent himself. However, this 
handicap should not be exagger- 
ated to the point where it seems 
that it is humanly impossible for 
the judge to obtain sufficient certi- 
tude to impose a sentence. Accord- 
ing to the nature of the case, the 


judge must consult outstanding 
specialists on the capacity and re- 
sponsibility of the presumed crim- 
inal, and must consider also the 
findings of the modern sciences of 
psychology, psychiatry and char- 
acter study. Where there still re- 
mains a grave and serious doubt 
despite all these precautions, no 
conscientious judge will pronounce 
a sentence of condemnation, par- 
ticularly when there is question of 
an irrevocable punishment, such as 
the penalty of death. 


Overt behavior 


In most cases, the external mode 
of behavior is sufficient manifesta- 
tion of the interior motive respon- 
sible for the criminal deed. Nor- 
mally, therefore, it is possible— 
and many times obligatory—to 
draw a substantially sound con- 
clusion from the overt behavior of 
the accused; were it not so, human 
juridical functions would be im- 
possible. On the other hand, it 
must be remembered that no hu- 
man judgment can settle finally 
and definitively the fate of a per- 
son, for this is decided by the judg- 
ment of God alone, whether it be 
a question of a single action, or of 
those of a whole lifetime. 


The final balance 


Consequently, every mistake of 
a human judge will be corrected 
by the Supreme Judge of all. He 
will right the errors of human 
judges, first, at the Particular 
Judgment immediately after death, 
and later and more fully in the 
Universal Judgment which will 
take place before all of humanity. 
This, of course, is not to be under- 
stood as dispensing the human 
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judge from a painstaking and con- 
scientious effort to ascertain the 
truth. However, it is a wonderful 
consolation to realize that there 
will be a final balance between 
guilt and punishment which will 
leave nothing to be desired. 
Norms for the guard 

Those whose duty it is to guard 
the accused person while he is de- 
tained in custody should bear in 
mind the painful burden inflicted 
on the prisoner by the investiga- 
tion itself, even when the methods 
of investigation employed are com- 
pletely justifiable. These suffer- 
ings are not normally taken into 
account when the penalty is finally 
imposed, owing to the great diffi- 
culties involved. But they should 
not be lost sight of. 

In external juridical affairs, the 
sentence of the court is definitive 
for all that concerns guilt and pun- 
ishment. 


Some reforms proposed 


In the sessions of your meeting, 
honored gentlemen, a desire has 
been manifested to introduce, 
through appropriate legislation, 
some relaxation of the obligation 
which binds the judge to the pro- 
visions of the penal codes. Your 
intention is not, We realize, to 
equate the judge to the Roman 
“praetor,” whose duty was defined 
as “assisting, supplementing and 
correcting civil law” (adjuvandi, 
supplendi vel corrigendi iuris civi- 
lis gratia), but rather to bring 
about a more liberal evaluation of 
objective facts over and above the 
- general juridical limits set by leg- 
islative authority. Thus, even in 
the case of penal law, a type of 
analogia iuris would be applicable, 


and the discretionary powers of 
the judge would be extended be- © 
yond the limits presently accepted. 
It appears that this step would 
bring about a notable simplifica- 
tion of penal laws and consider- 
ably lessen the number of particu- 
lar crimes. It would also lend it- 
self to a better popular under- 
standing of exactly what actions 
the state considers deserving of 
punishment, and for what reasons. 

Such a proposition unquestion- 
ably has some basis in fact. At 
any rate, the goals envisioned in 
this reform, namely, the simplifi- 
cation of the law, the broader 
scope allowed to equity and to 
spontaneous good judgment, the 
better adaptation of penal law to 
popular feeling, are all beyond 
objection. While there are no dif- 
ficulties in the theory of such a 
reform, obstacles may be encoun- 
tered in the form of its realiza- 
tion. For, on the one hand, the 
guarantees of the existing order 
must be preserved, and, on the 
other, new needs and reasonable 
desires of reforms must be taken 
into account. Canon Law offers 
examples in this sense, as is evi- 
dent from canons 2220-2223 of the 
Code of Canon Law. 


Variety and efficacy of penalties 


There are various kinds of pen- 
alties affecting the culprit’s honor, 
his civil rights, his worldly goods, 
his personal freedom, his body and 
his life. (Corporal punishment is 
not provided for in Italian law.) 
Our remarks concerning these 
types of punishment will be lim- 
ited to the nature and purpose of 
punishment in general. Since, as 
previously noted, some jurists do 
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not hold the same opinion concern- 
ing the scope and purpose of pun- 
ishment in general, it follows that 
their views of individual types of 
penalties will also differ. 

Within certain bounds, it may 
be true that imprisonment and 
isolation, when properly applied, 
constitute the penalty most likely 
to effect a return of the wrongdoer 
to a correct and peaceful life in 
the community. But it does not 
follow from this that imprison- 
ment is the only just and effective 
punishment. Our remarks on in- 
ternational penal law on October 
3, 1953, referring to the theory of 
retribution, apply here. (cf. Dis- 
corsi e Radiomessaggi, Volume 15, 
pp. 351-353). Many jurists, though 
not all, reject the concept of vin- 
dictive punishment, even when it 
is to be accompanied by medicinal 
penalties. In Our remarks, We de- 
clared that it would be incorrect to 
reject completely, and as a matter 
of principle, the function of vin- 
dictive punishment. While man is 
on earth, such punishment both 
can and should help toward his 
eternal salvation, provided man 
himself raises no obstacles to its 
efficacy. The result of vindictive 
penalties is in no way opposed to 
the function of punishment, which 
is the re-establishment and res- 
toration of the order of justice 
which has been disrupted, a func- 
tion which We have already indi- 
cated as essential to all punish- 
ment. 


Execution of punishment 


The imposition of the penalty 
finds its completion in the actual 
execution of the punishment. The 
punishment is to be considered as 


the effective privation of a good or 
the positive imposition of a non- 
good by competent authority, as 
retribution for the criminal act. 
It is a readjustment, not directly 
of the evil deed itself, but of the 
juridical order which has_ been 
disrupted. The commission of the 
crime reveals in the person of the 
accused an element which clashes 
with the common good and a well- 
ordered social life. This element 
must be removed from the culprit. 
The process of removing it may be 
compared to the intervention of a 
doctor in the case of bodily illness. 
Such intervention may be painful, 
especially when the cause of the 
sickness, and not merely the symp- 
toms, must be cured. The culprit’s 
own good, and perhaps more so 
that of the community, demands 
that the ailing member become 
sound again. The imposition of 
punishment, however, just as the 
healing of disease, requires a clear 
diagnosis of causes, not merely of 
symptoms, a therapy adapted to 
the illness, a cautious prognosis 
and a suitable preventive treat- 
ment. 


Reactions of the condemned. . . 


The attitude to be taken by the 
culprit is indicated by the meaning 
and purpose of the punishment, 
and by the intent of the punishing 
authority, which normally agrees 
with that purpose. The wrongdoer 
should acknowledge the evil deed 
which occasioned the penalty and 
repudiate the crime itself. His 
mind should be bent on repentance, 
expiation and _ purification, to- 


gether with a firm resolve of fu- 
ture amendment. Such is the path 
the condemned man should follow. 
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The problem, however, is what 
path he will actually take. In ex- 
amining this question it may prove 
helpful to consider the various 
aspects of the suffering caused by 
the punishment: psychological, 
juridical, moral and _ religious, 
though normally these various as- 
pects are closely united in the 
concrete. 


... the psychological aspect 


Psychologically, human nature 
reacts spontaneously to the physi- 
cal evil of the penalty, the reaction 
being stronger in proportion to the 
suffering imposed on human na- 
ture as such, or on the individual 
temperament. There accompanies 
this a spontaneous fixing of the 
culprit’s attention on the criminal 
deed which caused his punishment. 
The connection between the two is 
now vividly before his mind, or at 
least uppermost in his conscious- 
ness. 

Following these more or less in- 
voluntary reactions, there is the 
. conscious and deliberate reaction 
of the “Ego,” the center and source 
of all personal action. This higher 
reaction may be a voluntary and 
positive acceptance, such as that 
shown by the good thief on the 
cross: “Digna factis recipimus” 
(We receive what our deeds merit: 
Luke 23, 41). It may be a more 
passive resignation, or it may be 
a deep bitterness, a total internal 
collapse. It may also be a proud 
resistance, which often becomes a 
hardening in evil. Finally, it may 
be a complete revolt, savage though 
impotent. These psychological re- 
actions will differ depending on 
whether there is question of a pun- 
ishment which is long, or of one 


which, while short in time, sur- 
passes in intensity all time meas- 
ure the penalty of death, for 
example. 





... in the juridical sphere 


Juridically, the execution of the 
punishment expresses the legiti- 
mate and effective action of the 
higher and stronger power of the 
juridical community ( or rather of 
the one possessing authority in the 
community) on the lawbreaker. By 
his obstinate disregard of the law, 
he has culpably violated the estab- 
lished juridical order and is now 
compelled to submit to the pre- 
scriptions of that order for the 
greater good of the community 
and of himself. From this analysis, 
the necessity of the penal law is 
clear. 

On the other hand, justice de- 
mands that in carrying out the 
provisions of the law, every in- 
crease of the punishment provided 
by the sentence, as well as every 
arbitrary harshness, annoyance or 
provocation, be avoided. Higher 
authority has the obligation of 
executing the punishment and see- 
ing that it corresponds to its pur- 
pose, not by an unyielding fulfill- 
ment of minute prescriptions, but 
by adapting it as far as possible to 
the person to be punished. Indeed, 
the grave responsibility of the 
power which metes out punish- 
ment naturally indicates that the 
public authority consider its main 
duty to be concerned with the per- 
son of the culprit. It must there- 
fore pronounce judgment on him 
according to the individual circum- 
stances of the case if it is correctly 
and adequately to fulfill its desig- 
nated function. In many cases, if 
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not in all, one aspect of the punish- 
ment must be entrusted to others, 
namely, the real and effective care 
of the soul. 

Some have suggested the foun- 
dation of a religious Congregation 
or a secular institute, to which 
would be entrusted more exten- 
sively the psychological assistance 
of prisoners. Undoubtedly, nuns 
have long brought the warmth and 
good influence of Christian charity 
to women’s prisons. We welcome 
this opportunity to express to 
them Our gratitude. The above- 
mentioned proposal seems worthy 
of closer study, and We express 
the hope that some such founda- 
tion, following the example of 
those religious and ecclesiastical 
associations already active in 
houses of detention, will afford full 
scope to the energies released by 
the Christian Faith. We hope also 
that all the solid results of investi- 
gation, and especially in psychol- 
ogy, psychiatry, pedagogy and so- 
ciology, will be used to help the 
imprisoned. This naturally pre- 
supposes a thorough professional 
training in those called to this 
work. No one who is at all famil- 
iar with the actual imposition of 
punishment will cherish utopian 
dreams of great success. Any out- 
side influence must be matched 
by the good will of the prisoner, 
and that cannot be obtained by 
compulsion. May Divine Provi- 
dence arouse and direct that good 
will! 


... from the moral point of view 


The moral aspect of punishment 
and the suffering caused by it is 
related to the purpose and princi- 


ples which should govern the atti- 
tude of the wrongdoer. 

In this earthly life, suffering im- 
plies a turning from what is with- 
out to that which is interior to 
one’s self. It is an experience 
which withdraws the soul from the 
superficial and drives it deep with- 
in itself. Suffering, when consid- 
ered in this light, has a tremen- 
dous moral value. Its voluntary 
acceptance, granted a right inten- 
tion, is a priceless act. “Patientia 
opus perfectum habet,” writes St. 
James (1,4). This applies even to 
the suffering caused by punish- 
ment. It too can be of benefit to 
one’s interior life. Of its nature, 
such suffering is a reparation and 
a restoration—through and in the 
human person of the culprit, and 
willed by him—of the social order 
he has culpably violated. The es- 
sence of his rehabilitation consists, 
not so much in the voluntary ac- 
ceptance of the penalty, but more 
precisely in the renunciation of the 
evil fault. Suffering can be an aid 
to this renunciation, and turning 
away from one’s wrongdoing can 
in turn make the suffering of 
greater moral value and facilitate 
and elevate the moral effectiveness 
of suffering. Thus suffering can 
lead one to moral heroism, to an 
ideal of patience and expiation. 

However, in the area of moral 
reaction also, contrary responses 
are not uncommon. Frequently the 
moral values of punishment are 
not even recognized: often they 


are consciously and deliberately 
rejected. The criminal will neither 
recognize nor admit his guilt, re- 
fuses to submit his will to what is 
good, and desires no expiation or 
repentance for his own evil deeds. 
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... the religious element 


In conclusion We will make some 
brief observations on the religious 
aspect of the suffering caused by 
punishment. 

Every moral transgression, even 
if materially committed within the 
jurisdiction proper to legitimate 
human laws and punished by men 
in accordance with positive human 
codes, is always in addition a sin 
before God, and incurs His puni- 
tive judgment. Failure to take this 
into account is contrary to the best 
interests of the civil authority. 
Sacred Scripture (Romans 13, 
2-4) teaches that human author- 
ity, within its proper limits, is the 
minister of divine justice in the 
inflicting of punishment. ‘‘For he 
is God’s minister: an avenger to 
execute wrath upon him who does 
evil.” 

The religious element in the in- 
fliction of punishment is expressed 
and realized in the person of the 
culprit, in so far as he humbles 
-himself under the hand of God, 
Who is punishing him through the 
instrumentality of man; thus he is 
accepting his suffering from God, 
and offering it to Him as a partial 
payment of the debt he has con- 
tracted before God. Punishment 
accepted in this way becomes a 
source of interior purification on 
this earth, of complete conversion, 
of resolution for the future, and 
of security against possible re- 
lapse. Suffering which is wel- 
comed with faith, repentance and 
love is sanctified by the pains of 
Christ and supported by His grace. 

The religious and holy meaning 
of suffering due to punishment is 
impressed on us by the words of 


the good thief to nis crucified 
Companion: “Digna factis recipi- 
mus,” (“We receive the due re- 
wards of our deeds’), and by his 
prayer to the dying Redeemer: 
“Domine, memento mei cum vene- 
ris in regnum tuum”: “Lord, re- 
member me when thou shalt come 
into thy kingdom.” This prayer, 
when weighed upon the scales of 
God, brought to the repentant sin- 
ner the assurance of the Saviour: 
“Hodie mecum eris in paradiso,” 
“This day thou shalt be with me 
in paradise” (Luke 238, 41-43), the 
first plenary indulgence, as_ it 
were, granted by Christ Himself. 

May all who have fallen under 
the blows of human justice endure 
the punishment inflicted on them, 
not in a spirit of duress, not with- 
out God and without Christ, not 
in revolt against God, not spirit- 
ually shattered by anguish; but 
may it rather open for them the 
way which leads to holiness. 


PART Ill. LIBERATION FROM 
THE STATE OF GUILT AND 
OF PUNISHMENT 


It remains now to speak of the 
final section of the path which We 
wished to point out to you, that is, 
the return from the state of guilt 
and punishment to that of libera- 
tion. 

Liberation from guilt and liber- 
ation from punishment are not 
necessarily identified, either in 
concept or in reality. Prescinding 
from the fact that, in the sight of 
God, the remission of eternal pun- 
ishment is always connected with 
the remission of grave guilt—guilt 
may be remitted without neces- 
sarily implying the extinguishing 








28 THE POPE SPEAKS 


of the penalty. On the other hand, 
the penalty may have been paid 
without the guilt having ceased to 
exist in the inner being of the 
culprit. 

Now, the return to the juridical 
and ethical order consists essen- 
tially in the liberation from guilt, 
and not from punishment. 


1. LIBERATION FROM GUILT 


In the exposition of the first sec- 
tion of this path (cf. Osservatore 
Romano, 6-7 Dec., 1954), We 
pointed out the internal and 
external character of the guilty 
act, that is, in relation to its au- 
thor, as also in its relations to 
higher authority, which is, in the 
last analysis, the authority of God 
Himself, Whose majesty, justice 
and holiness are slighted and 
offended in every culpable act. 


In what does liberation from 
guilt consist... 


Liberation from guilt must, 
therefore, reintegrate the relations 
disturbed by the culpable act. If 
we are dealing with a simple real 
debt, that is, one that is concerned 
with purely material considera- 
tions, it may be fully extinguished 
by the handing over of the thing 
required, without the necessity of 
any personal contact with the 
other party. If, however, there is 
question of a personal offense 
(either by itself or connected with 
a real debt), then the culprit is 
bound to an obligation, in the 
strict sense, to the person of the 
creditor. It is from this strict obli- 
gation that he must be released. 
And because, as We have already 
said, this obligation has a psycho- 
logical, juridical, moral and reli- 


gious aspect, so his liberation must 
have a similar aspect. 

Guilt, however, in its internal 
element, also implies in the culprit 
a state of enslavement and of 
bondage on his part to the object 
to which he has given himself in 
the performance of the culpable 
act; that is, in substance, an en- 
slavement to a pseudo-ego whose 
tendencies, impulses and ends con- 
stitute in man a caricature of the 
genuine ego, intended by the Cre- 
ator and by nature only for the 
good and the true. This contra- 
dicts those norms of the right 
path according to whose direction 
man, made in the image of God, 
should act and form himself. From 
this enslavement also must there 
be effected a psychological, juri- 
dical, moral and religious libera- 
tion. 

In human law, we may speak of 
a sort of liberation from guilt, 
when the public authority no 
longer proceeds against the culpa- 
ble act; for example, even without 
regard to the actual internal dis- 
positions of the culprit, by positive 
remission of the guilt on the part 
of authority, or because there has 
expired the period established by 
the law, within which exclusively 
the same authority intends, under 
certain conditions, to bring before 
its tribunal, and to pass judgment 
upon, the violation of the law that 
has taken place. However, this 
way does not constitute an interior 
conversion, a metanoia, a libera- 
tion of the ego from its interior 
slavery, from its will to evil and 
to illegality. Now, it is only to this 
liberation from guilt in its proper 
meaning, to this metanoia (that is, 
change of mental attitude), that 
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We would wish here to draw at- 
tention. 


Psychologically 


Psychologically considered, the 
liberation from guilt is the aban- 
donment and retraction of the per- 
verse will freely and consciously 
placed by the ego in the culpable 
act, and the renewed intention to 
will what is right and good. This 
change of will presupposes a re- 
turn into oneself, and hence an un- 
derstanding of the evil and culpa- 
bility of the resolution formerly 
taken against the good recognized 
as obligatory. There is united to 
such understanding the reproba- 
tion of the evil done, repentance as 
directly willed sorrow, deliberate 
regretfulness in the soul for the 
evil perpetrated because it was 
wicked, contrary to law, and, in 
fine, contrary to God. In this 
katharsis of the inner being, there 
is also accomplished and included 
a withdrawing from the false good 
to which man had turned in his 
- guilty act. The culprit begins to 
submit himself to the order of 
justice and right, in obedience to 
its author and guardian, against 
whom he had rebelled. 

This leads psychologically to the 
final step. Since the culpable act 
—as already mentioned—is not the 
offense directed against an ab- 
stract norm of law, but is, in sub- 
stance, a stand against the person 
of the obligating or prohibiting 
authority, complete conversion 
tends, through psychological neces- 
sity in one form or another, toward 
the person of the offended author- 
ity with the explicit or implicit 
sorrowful confession of the fault, 
and with interior petition for re- 


mission and pardon. Holy Scrip- 
ture gives us brief and classic ex- 
amples of such repentanee, like the 
words of the publican in the Tem- 
ple- “Deus, propitius esto mihi 
peccatorv?’—O God, be merciful to 
me the sinner! (Luke 18, 13) or 
the words of the prodigal son: 
“Pater, peccavi’”—Father, I have 
sinned (Luke 15, 21). 


Not mere suppression 


In spite of this, when considered 
under the purely psychological as- 
pect, the perverse will expressed 
in the culpable act can end in an- 
other way without attaining re- 
lease from guilt. The culprit no 
longer thinks of his act, but he has 
not actually retracted it; it has 
simply ceased to weigh upon his 
conscience. Now, it should be 
clearly stated that such a psycho- 
logical process does not constitute 
a release from guilt, just as falling 
asleep in the evening does not sig- 
nify or obtain the removal, much 
less the suppression, of the evil 
committed during the day. Now- 
adays, some will perhaps say that 
the guilt has been submerged in 
the subconscious or the uncon- 
scious. But it is still there. 

Nor would any better result be 
obtained with the attempt to sup- 
press the psychological awareness 
of guilt by means of auto-sugges- 
tion or external suggestion, or even 
by means of clinical psychother- 
apy, of psychoanalysis. A real, 
free, guilty will cannot be psycho- 
logically corrected or suppressed 
by insinuating the persuasion that 
it has never existed. We have indi- 
cated the deplorable consequences 
of a like treatment of the question 
of guilt, in the discourse addressed 
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to the members of the Fifth Inter- 
national Congress of Psychother- 
apy and Clinical Psychology, April 
15, 1953 (cf. Discorsi e Radiomes- 
saggi, Vol. XV, pp. 67 ff.). 


May be lengthy process 

A final observation must yet be 
made on this question of psycho- 
logical liberation from guilt. A 
single, fully conscious and free act 
can contain all the psychic ele- 
ments of a true conversion; but its 
depth, firmness and extent can pre- 
sent defects which, if not essential, 
are at least appreciable. A _ pro- 
found, extended and lasting libera- 
tion from guilt is often a lengthy 
process which only gradually 
reaches maturity, particularly if 
the culpable act has been the fruit 
of an habitual disposition of the 
will. The psychology of relapses 
offers more than sufficient material 
for proof on this point, and the 
supporters of the purifying, edu- 
cative and fortifying function of 
a somewhat lengthy imprisonment 
find in these experiences a confirm- 
ation of their theory. 

Juridically 

Juridical liberation from guilt, 
as distinct from the psychological 
conversion that is accomplished 
in the intimate will of the culprit, 
is directed essentially to the higher 
authority, whose requirements for 
observance of established norms 
have been slighted or violated. 
Private violations of legal rights, 
if they have occurred in good faith 
or otherwise do not prejudice the 
common good, are settled privately 
between the parties or by means 
of a civil action. They are not or- 
dinarily the object of penal law. 


In the analysis of the culpable 
act, We have already pointed out 
that it constitutes the withdrawal 
and the negation of due subordina- 
tion, due service, due devotion, due 
respect and homage; that it is ob- 
jectively an offense against the 
loftiness and majesty of the law, 
or rather of the law’s author, 
guardian, judge and vindicator. 
The exigencies of justice, and 
hence juridical liberation from 
guilt, require that as much service, 
subordination, devotion, homage 
and honor be restored to authority 
as were taken from that authority 
by the delict. 


Free or forced 


This satisfaction may be per- 
formed freely; it may also, in the 
suffering endured because of the 
penalty inflicted, be to a certain 
degree forced; it may at one and 
the same time be forced and free. 
Law in modern nations does not 
attach much importance to volun- 
tary reparation. It is content to 
have the will of the culprit, by 
means of the penalty suffered, sub- 
mit to the powerful will of public 
authority, and to reeducate his will 
in this way to work, to social rela- 
tions, to right action. It is not to 
be denied that such a method of 
procedure can, by reason of im- 
manent psychological laws, lead to 
an interior reform, and hence to 
an interior liberation from guilt. 
But that this must happen, or reg- 
ularly does happen, is still to be 
demonstrated. In any event, not 
to take into consideration, as a 
matter of principle, the will of the 
culprit to give satisfaction insofar 
as sound juridical sense and vio- 
lated justice require, is a deficiency 
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and a lacuna, the bridging of 
which is earnestly demanded by 
the interests of doctrine, and of 
fidelity to the fundamental princi- 
ples of penal law. 


If adequate reparation is 
impossible... 


However, juridical liberation 
from guilt comprises not only the 
will to perform the required rep- 
aration but the actual reparation 
itself. Here science and the cir- 
cumstances of concrete life are 
frequently confronted by a difficult 
question: what should be the rule 
in the event of moral or physical 
inability to perform such repara- 
tion? Must we recur to a sort of 
compensation or substitution, or 
may the exigencies of violated law 
be left without reparation? We 
have already indicated that man, 
by means of a culpable act com- 
mitted with full responsibility, is 
capable of offending or of destroy- 
ing certain goods and juridical ob- 
ligations; but after the fact he is 
often no longer in a position to 
‘provide adequate satisfaction. 
This is true in the instance of mur- 
der, of privation of sight, of muti- 
lation, of full sexual violation, of 
adultery, of definitive destruction 
of another’s good name, of the 
declaration of an unjust war, of 
the betrayal of state secrets, of 
certain forms of lése majesté, and 
of other like delicts. 

The law of retaliation would in- 
flict a proportionate evil on the 
culprit. However, by this alone, 
the one injured in his rights would 
not receive reparation nor have his 
rights restored. But, prescinding 
from the fact that adequate in- 
demnity is not impossible in all 


cases, it should be noted that judg- 
ment on the guilt regards not so 
much the damaged good of the 
other party, but principally the 
person of the culprit and his per- 
verse will exercised to his own ad- 
vantage. In opposition to this is 
the offering or reparation made by 
the culprit at his own expense, 
from his personal being, property 
and ability, for the benefit of an- 
other, that is, in every case, of the 
violated law, namely, of the su- 
perior authority. Thus active rep- 
aration which includes the interior 
conversion of the will, is for the 
culprit who at his own expense 
performs the required satisfaction, 
the second of the two above-indi- 
cated elements which constitute 
liberation from guilt. The same 
cannot be said of purely passive 
reparation when the culprit is 
forced to bow beneath the suffer- 
ing that this reparation implies. 
This purely passive satisfaction, 
from which any element of volun- 
tary and repentant will is lacking, 
is thus deprived of the essential 
element of liberation from guilt. 
Consequently, the culprit remains 
in his culpable condition. 


Infinite abyss and its Bridge 


We have many times pointed out 
that every grave culpable act is in 
the last analysis an offense before 
God Who has an absolute, because 
divine, right to obedience and sub- 
mission, to service and praise, and 
Who as Author, Guardian, Judge 
and Avenger of the juridical order, 
makes known to the culprit His 
exigencies with that unconditional 
absoluteness which is proper to the 
intimate manifestations of con- 
science. In the guilty resolution 
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of the ego, man slights God Who 
thus reveals Himself, he leaves 
aside the infinite good, the abso- 
lute majesty, and in this way 
places himself by his action above 
God. But if man repents and re- 
turns to his proper subordination 
before the majesty of God, if, in 
conscious and complete surrender 
of his ego to the supreme infinite 
good, he separates himself from 
his culpable act in its deepest roots 
in order once again to be free in 
good and in his God, he neverthe- 
less finds it impossible to make 
reparation by his own powers 
(that is, as derived from his own 
being, will and potency) in any 
proportionate fashion for that 
which he has committed in the 
sight of God by his act. He has 
offended and slighted an absolutely 
infinite good, an absolutely unlim- 
ited right, a supreme majesty. In 
the gravity of his fault there thus 
intervenes this absolute infinity, 
while anything that man might 
offer or actuate is essentially, in- 
tensively and extensively, finite. 
Even were such reparation to en- 
dure until the end of time, it can 
never reach a stage of equality— 
tantum quantum — between the 
exigency of God and the offering 
or reparation of man. 

God has bridged this abyss; He 
has put into the hands of finite 
man an infinite price; He has ac- 
cepted as an offering of reparation 
for guilty man the ransom offered 
by Christ which is super-abundant, 
because it is of infinite value in 
submission, honor, and _ glorifica- 
tion, by reason of its derivation 
from the hypostatic union. As 


long as time will endure, this ran- 
som remits for repentant man his 


guilt before God through the mer- 
its of Jesus Christ. 


Science and religion 


Let it not be said that these 
theological and religious consid- 
erations lie outside the field and 
the interests of science and juri- 
dical practice. Doubtless a sharp 
distinction of competencies is an 
advantage to life and to any true 
science; but in this self-limitation 
one must not reach the point of 
denying or ignoring explicitly in- 
separable connections which by in- 
trinsic necessity are manifested on 
every side. In every real offense— 
in whatever material field it may 
have taken place—there is con- 
tained a relation with the ultimate 
requirement of all law and of all 
order. It is a characteristic or 
prerogative of the world of law 
that there is nothing in it which 
in its fundamental structure has 
been created without this supreme 
requirement, or which in its final 
analysis can be made intelligible 
without this transcendent relation. 
In this there is no debasement, but 
rather an elevation of law and of 
juridical science, for which total 
laicization is an impoverishment, 
not an enrichment. 

The ancient Romans united law 
and right (ius ac fas), notwith- 
standing the difference in con- 
cepts, and they always conceived 
them as related to the divinity. If 
now modern depth-psychology is 
correct, there is in the innate dy- 
namisms of the subconscious and 
the unconscious a tendency which 
draws toward the Transcendent 
and makes the essence of the soul 
gravitate toward God. The analy- 
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sis of the guilt-process and of lib- 
eration from guilt reveals the 
same tendency toward the Tran- 
scendent. This analysis brings for- 
ward considerations and aspects 
which the science and practice of 
penal law do not of course have 
to treat of directly, but about 
which they should have sufficient 
knowledge in order that others 
may make them useful to the end 
of the execution of the penalty and 
apply them to the advantage of the 
culprit. 
Morally 


Moral liberation from guilt coin- 
cides substantially for the most 
part with what We have already 
said concerning psychological and 
juridical liberation. It is the rep- 
robation and withdrawal of the 
positive contempt and violation of 
the moral order committed by the 
culpable act; it is the conscious 
and voluntary return of the peni- 
tent culprit to submission and con- 
formity with the ethical order and 
its obligatory requirements. There 
are comprised in these positive 
acts the endeavor and the offering 
of the guilty one to satisfy the 
just demands of violated law of 
the ethical order, or, better, of the 
author, Lord, guardian and vindi- 
cator of that order. And there ap- 
pears the conscious will and res- 
olution of the culprit to be faith- 
ful in future to the precepts of 
what is right and good. In its es- 
sential parts, then, this liberation 
consists in that interior disposi- 
tion which has been indicated in 
the statement presented by you as 
the purpose and the fruit of the 
right fulfillment of the penalty, 
even though it is here considered 


and circumscribed under a slightly 
different viewpoint. 


Religiously 


Lastly the religious aspect of 
liberation from moral guilt de- 
mands a freeing of the soul from 
that internal guilt under which the 
culprit stands in the sight of God, 
who is the Supreme and Final 
Judge of all law, and of every 
moral obligation. By reason of His 
infinity He upholds every law 
which proceeds from the Divine 
Will, whether it be promulgated 
by Him directly or through the in- 
strumentality of some duly consti- 
tuted human authority acting 
within the sphere of its legitimate 
jurisdiction. 

How man can free himself or be 
freed from his offense against God 
has been already sufficiently ex- 
plained in the second point con- 
cerning the juridical aspect. But 
if this final religious deliverance is 
not manifested to the culprit, or 
at least if the way to such is not 
pointed out or made smooth—if 
only by means of a long and se- 
vere penalty—then in such a case 
very little, not to say nothing, is 
offered to guilty “man” in his pun- 
ishment, however much one may 
talk of psychic cure, of re-educa- 
tion, of social formation of the 
person, or emancipation from 
aberrations and from enslavement 
to himself. 

Doubtless these expressions mean 
something that is good and im- 
portant; but for all that, man re- 
mains in his guilt before the Su- 
preme Judge, upon Whom his final 
destiny depends. This Judge can 
and often does wait for a long 
time, but in the end He consigns 
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the culprit to the guilt from which 
he is unwilling to desist and to the 
consequences of that guilt. It is 
indeed sorrowful to have to say 
about a man: “bonum erat ei, si 
natus non fuisset homo ille”’ (St. 
Matthew 26:24): “It were better 
for that man if he had not been 
born.” 

Therefore, if someone or some- 
thing can contribute toward ward- 
ing off such an evil, even though 
it be penal law or the execution of 
a lawful penalty, no effort should 
be spared. This is particularly 
true because God, during this life, 
is always most willing to effect a 
reconciliation. He incites man to 
accomplish internally the psychic 
withdrawal from his senseless act; 
He offers to welcome him once 
again if he repents, into His 
friendship and His love. It is to 
be hoped that human penal law in 
its judgment and the execution of 
its judgment will never lose sight 
of the human personality of the 
culprit and will ever seek to 
strengthen that human personality 
and assist it to return to God. 


2. LIBERATION FROM THE 
PENALTY 

The return from the state of 
guilt and of punishment neces- 
sarily includes liberation not only 
from the guilt, but also from the 
penalty; only thus is there ob- 
tained that “restitutio in inte- 
grum,” as it were, a restitution 
to the original state or condition 
of non-culpability and hence of 
non-penalty. 
Eternal punishment in the 
divine law 

Recent facts and statements 
suggest to Us at this point a brief 


declaration. Not every penalty 
that is incurred bears within it- 
self its own remission. Revelation 
and the teaching authority of the 
Church establish clearly that, after 
the end of this earthly life, those 
who are burdened with grave guilt 
will receive from the Most High 
God a judgment and an execution 
of penalty from which there is no 
liberation or condonation. God 
could, in the next life, also remit 
such a punishment; everything de- 
pends on His free will; but He has 
never granted it and will never do 
so. There is no point in discussing 
here whether this fact can be es- 
tablished with certainty by the 
force of reason alone—as some 
assert, while others consider it 
doubtful. But both opinions con- 
tain, in their arguments based on 
reason, considerations which indi- 
cate that such a divine disposition 
is in no way contrary to any of 
God’s attributes: neither to His 
justice or His wisdom, neither to 
His mercy or His goodness, Furth- 
ermore these considerations show 
that the divine disposition is by 
no means opposed to the human 
nature bestowed by the same Cre- 
ator, with its absolute metaphysi- 
cal finality directed to God, with 
the impulse of the human will 
toward God, with the physical lib- 
erty of the will rooted and ever 
permanent in created man. 

All these reflections may per- 
haps leave in man, when he makes 
his judgments relying on his own 
reason alone, a final question, not 
so much about the possibility, but 
rather about the reality of such an 
inflexible decree of the Supreme 
Judge. Hence, it will not arouse 


too much astonishment if a noted 
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theologian could write, at the be- 
ginning of the seventeenth cen- 
tury: “There are four mysteries 
of our most holy Faith which are 
most difficult for the human mind 
to believe: the mystery of the 
Trinity, of the Incarnation, of the 
Eucharist, and of eternal punish- 
ment”. (Lessius, De Perfectioni- 
bus moribusque divinis, lib. XIII, 
cap. XXV). Nevertheless, the fact 
of the immutability and the eter- 
nity of that judgment of reproba- 
tion and of its fulfillment is beyond 
dispute. The discussions which 
have arisen because of a recently 
published book (Giovanni Papini, 
Il Diavolo; Vallecchi, 1954) fre- 
quently portray a grave lack of 
understanding of Catholic doc- 
trine, and they are founded on 
premises that are either false or 
falsely understood. In the present 
instance the Supreme Legislator, in 
the use of His sovereign and abso- 
lute power, has established the un- 
ending validity of His judgment 
and of its execution. Hence, this 
limitless duration is the law now 
in force. 


Various forms of cessation of 
punishment in human law 


But let us now turn to the field 
of human law, which is the prin- 
cipal object of the present dis- 
course. As We have already indi- 
cated, liberation from guilt and 
liberation from punishment do not 
always coincide. The guilt may 
come to an end and the penalty 
continue, and then on the other 
hand, the guilt may continue in 
force while the penalty terminates. 

There are various forms of ces- 
sation of punishment. It is first of 
all clear that such cessation is 


reached automatically at the mo- 
ment in which the penalty inflicted 
has been paid, or when the period 
of time originally set down has 
been passed, or else when its con- 
tinuance (sometimes its very 
execution) was connected with a 
condition, either resolutory or sus- 
pensive, and this condition has 
been sufficiently fulfilled. 


The remission of the penalty 


Remission is another form of 
cessation of the penalty, by means 
of an act of the competent higher 
authority. This may take the form 
of a favor, an indult or an am- 
nesty, which is somewhat analog- 
ous, in the field of religion, to the 
“indulgence.” The power to issue 
such acts of clemency does not rest 
with the judge who has pro- 
nounced the sentence of condemna- 
tion, applying to the individual 
case the penalty established in law. 
Per se, it resides with the power 
that judges and punishes in its 
own name and in virtue of its own 
law. Hence, the right to remit the 
penalty avails ordinarily in the 
life of the state as something re- 
served to the supreme authority. 
That authority can exercise this 
right by means of a general decree 
or by one concerned with an indi- 
vidual case. 

Certain favors or mitigations in 
the execution of the penalty, which 
leave its substance unchanged, but 
which are granted to the culprit 
by reason of good conduct or for 
other motives, are not included 
under the heading of remission or 
condonation. Besides, remission of 
the penalty in the proper sense is 
applied both to “medicinal penal- 
ties” and also to “vindictive pen- 
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alties’” where these latter are ad- 
mitted. 

The final stage of man’s road 
through guilt and punishment 
leads anew to the problem, already 
mentioned several times, of the 
highest aim or object of the pen- 
alty, and particularly about the 
sense, or according to some, the 
non-sense, of a purely vindictive 
penalty. 


Medicinal and vindictive penalties 


In Our discourse of October 3, 
1953, to the 6th International Con- 
gress of Penal Law (Discorsi e 
Radiomessaggi, vol. XV, pag. 352), 
and also on the present occasion 
(Osservatore Romano, 6-7 Decem- 
ber 1954), We called attention to 
the fact that many, perhaps the 
majority, of civil jurists reject 
vindictive punishment. We noted, 
however, that perhaps the consid- 
erations and arguments adduced 
as proof were being given a greater 
importance and force than they 
have in reality. We also pointed 
out that the Church in her theory 
and practice has maintained this 
double type of penalty (medicinal 
and vindictive), and that this is 
more in conformity with what the 
sources of revelation and tradi- 
tional doctrine teach regarding the 
coercive power of legitimate hu- 
man authority. 

It is not a sufficient reply to this 
assertion to say that the afore- 
mentioned sources contain only 
thoughts which correspond to the 
historic circumstances and to the 
culture of the time, and that a gen- 
eral and abiding validity cannot 
therefore be attributed to them. 
The reason is that the words of the 
sources and of the living teaching 


power do not refer to the specific 
content of individual juridical pre- 
scriptions or rules of action (cf. 
particularly Rom. 13:4), but 
rather to the essential foundation 
itself of penal power and of its 
immanent finality. This, in turn, 
is as little determined by the con- 
ditions of time and culture as the 
nature of man and the human 
society decreed by nature itself. 
But, whatever the attitude of posi- 
tive human law on this problem, it 
is sufficient for Our present pur- 
pose to make clear that in any 
total or partial remission of pun- 
ishment the vindictive penalties 
(no less than the medicinal) can 
and even should be taken into con- 
sideration. 


Exterior element 


Arbitrariness cannot prevail in 
the application of condonation. 
The good of the culprit, no less 
than that of the juridical commu- 
nity whose law he has culpably 
violated, must serve as a norm. 
Above both of these are the respect 
and excellence of the order estab- 
lished according to what is good 
and righteous. This norm re- 
quires, among other things, that, 
as is the case in the normal rela- 
tions of men with one another, so 
also in the application of penal 
power, there be considered not 
only strict law and justice, but 
also equity, goodness, and mercy. 
Otherwise there is danger that the 
summum ius be converted into 


summa tniuria. It is precisely this 
reflection which gives rise to the 
thought that, in medicinal penal- 
ties, and also, within certain lim- 
its, in vindictive penalties, a remis- 
sion of the punishment should be 
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taken under consideration when- 
ever there is moral certainty that 
the inherent purpose of the penalty 
has been obtained, that is, the true 
interior conversion of the guilty 
person, and a serious guarantee 
of its lasting character. The regu- 
lations of Canon Law in this mat- 
ter (cf. Canon 2248, paragraphs 1 
and 2, and Canon 2242, paragraph 
3, of the Code of Canon Law) might 
serve as a model. These require, 
on the one hand, proof of the 
actual change of mental attitude 
in the culprit, and, on the other, 
do not provide for any automatic 
condonation, but rather make it 
depend on a positive juridical act 
of the competent authority. In the 
memorial presented by you, it is 
stated that civil penal law on this 
point makes a new development 
and a more elastic adaptation to 
just, modern exigencies appear de- 
sirable. This proposal may be 
good, although the requirements of 
civil penal law under various as- 
pects differ from _ ecclesiastical 
- penal law. In any event, the carry- 
ing out of any reform seems to re- 
quire new theoretical clarifications 
and well-founded practical experi- 
mentation. 


Interior element of liberation 
from punishment 


Along with the legal and tech- 
nical aspect of liberation from 
punishment, the same memorial 
also mentions another, completely 
different, but very real influence, 
which is exerted upon the culprit, 
and which, being a more profound, 
intimate liberation from punish- 
ment, cannot be passed over in 
silence. Naturally it is less pleas- 
ing to professional jurists as such, 


although acceptable to them as 
“men” and “Christians”; it indi- 
cates an essential deepening or, 
one may prefer to say, a sublima- 
tion or “Christianization” of the 
entire problem of the execution of 
penalties. 


The example of innocent 
persons condemned 


Punishment is looked upon, by 
its very nature, as an evil imposed 
on man against his will; hence it 
creates of itself a spontaneous de- 
fensive attitude on the part of the 
interior man. He feels himself 
robbed of the free disposition of 
himself and subjected to an ex- 
traneous will. Similar evils, but 
arising from other sources, fre- 
quently affect man, or he may even 
choose them by his own free elec- 
tion. As soon as spontaneous op- 
position to the suffering no longer 
exists, its oppressive and humili- 
ating aspect disappears or is sub- 
stantially diminished, even though 
the sensitive and painful element 
remains. This We have already 
had occasion to point out in the 
second part of Our present exposi- 
tion. Very many people, even 
though innocent, are today thus 
oppressed and suffering; they suf- 
fer physically and morally in pris- 
ons and penitentiaries, in concen- 
tration camps, in places of forced 
labor, in mines, in quarries to 
which they have been relegated by 
political passion or the arbitrary 
whim of totalitarian powers. They 
suffer all the miseries and all the 
sorrows — and sometimes even 
more—that can be inflicted upon 
true culprits according to law and 
justice. Those who through no 
fault of their own suffer such evils 








38 THE POPE SPEAKS 


are certainly not able to escape 
externally the pressure of force, 
but they can interiorly rise above 
all such things, sustained perhaps 
by naturally good moral motives, 
but much more easily and effec- 
tively by religious considerations, 
by the certainty that always and 
everywhere they depend on Divine 
Providence which permits no per- 
son or thing to be taken from its 
grasp, and which — beyond the 
fleeting period of man’s earthly 
life — possesses an eternity and 
an almighty power to set aright 
whatever has been unjustly suf- 
fered, to equalize again all things 
disarranged and hidden, to crush 
and punish all human tyranny. To 
the eyes of the Christian, there is 
ever present Our Lord, Who in His 
Passion experienced all the depths 
of human suffering and tasted all 
its bitterness, and, in obedience to 
the Father, for love of Him and 
out of loving compassion for men, 
willingly took upon Himself sor- 
row and ignominy, the cross and 
death. Strengthened by the exam- 
ple of the God-man, many of these 
innocent victims find in their suf- 
fering interior liberty and peace, 
and attain an interior liberation 
from sorrow, even while the exter- 
nal affliction endures, through the 
way of faith, of love and of grace. 


Charitable work of assistance 
to the condemned 


Those who suffer through their 
own fault and feel themselves 
slaves of punishment may also at- 
tain the same end and by the very 
same way. We would wish to re- 
call here what We have already 
said when speaking of the execu- 
tion of punishment, concerning the 


spiritual circumstances of the per- 
son condemned to prison. Here 
We desire to consider how one can 
and should assist him to attain an 
interior victory and consequently 
an interior liberation from the 
evil of punishment. By faith and 
love and grace, clarity of vision 
and light can be imparted to his 
spirit, warmth and substance to 
his courage, strength and support 
to his weakness. Unquestionably 
the convicted person could himself 
bring to maturity and completion 
such an elevation; few, however, 
abandoned to their own devices, 
will be able to do so. They there- 
fore need from others advice, as- 
sistance, sympathy, encouragement 
and comfort. But the one who 
undertakes such a task must draw 
forth from his own convictions 


‘and his own interior riches that 


which he would communicate to 
the prisoner. Otherwise his words 
would be only sounding brass and 
tinkling symbals (I Cor. 13, 1). 


“For one of these...” 


We have read with profound 
emotion what one of your mem- 
bers, the distinguished Professor 
Francesco Carnelutti, has written 
on the words which the Lord will 
pronounce at the end of time: “I 
was in prison and you visited 
me, ... As long as you did it for 
one of these the least of my breth- 
ren, you did it for me” (Matt. 25, 
36-40). What is here proposed as 
the ideal in the gift of oneself for 
the spiritual salvation and puri- 
fication of the prisoner goes be- 
yond the new precept of the Divine 
Redeemer “Love one another”, 


which was to be the evident mark 
whereby His disciples would rec- 
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ognize one another (John, 13, 34- 
35); it is a question, in fact, of 
approaching the guilty one in such 
wise as to see, honor and love him 
in the Lord, and even so to liken 
oneself to him as to put oneself 
spiritually in the place of the man 
in convict’s garb and detained in 
his prison cell, as the Lord says 
of Himself: “I was in prison and 
you came to me” (Matt. 25, 36): 
all of this interior world, this light, 
and this goodness of Christ can 
give the condemned prisoner sup- 
port and assistance in order to 
come forth from the wretched 
servitude of punishment and ac- 
quire once again liberty and in- 
terior peace. 


Contribution of the community 
to deliverance 


Furthermore the words of the 
Lord place an obligation not only 
on those who have the immediate 
care of the condemned person, but 
also on the community itself of 
which he is and remains a member. 
The community should see to it 
that it is disposed to welcome lov- 
ingly the man who comes forth 
from prison into liberty. This 
love should not be blind but clear- 
seeing, and at the same time sin- 
cere, helpful and discreet, such as 
to make possible his re-adaptation 


to social life and a renewed con- 
sciousness of himself as free from 
guilt and punishment. The re- 
quirements of such a disposition 
are not based upon a _ utopian 
blindness to reality. As has been 
noted, not all criminals are ready 
and inclined to bear with the re- 
quired process of purification — 
and perhaps the percentage of 
such is rather large—but it is still 
true that many others can be, and 
are assisted to obtain complete in- 
terior liberation, and for these 
especially no Christian effort will 
ever be too much or too difficult. 

May these considerations of 
Ours contribute with the richness 
of Christian thought toward illu- 
minating the true meaning, mor- 
ally and religiously purified, of 
punishment, and with the outpour- 
ing of charitable assistance, may 
they help to make smooth for the 
condemned prisoner the way that 
must lead him to the longed-for 
liberation from guilt and punish- 
ment. 

With such sentiments We ask 
God to bestow upon you, gentle- 
men, and upon your lofty and mer- 
itorious work the choicest and 
most abundant heavenly favors, 
while from Our heart We impart 
to you Our paternal Apostolic 
Blessing. 


a9 


Apostle of the interior life 


The Holy Eucharist and the interior life: this is the supreme and universal 
lesson which Pius X, from the height of glory, teaches in this hour to all souls. 
As apostle of the interior life, he becomes, in the age of the machine, of 
technology, and organization the Saint and guide of men of our time. 


—Pius XII. At the canonization of Pius X. May 29, 1954. 
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Atomic power—for peace or war? 


For Our part, We will tirelessly endeavor to bring about, by means of 
international agreements—always recognizing the principle of legitimate 
self-defense (cf., however, Acta Apostolicae Sedis, 1953, pages 748-49)— 
the effective proscription and banishment of atomic, biological and chemical 
warfare (ibidem, page 749). At the same time we ask: how long will men 
continue to withdraw themselves from the saving light of the Resurrection 
and persist in expecting security from the death-dealing explosions of new 
tools for war? How long will they oppose their designs of hatred and death 
to the precepts of love and to the promises of life offered by the Divine 
Saviour? When will the rulers of nations understand that peace does not 
exist in an exasperating and costly relationship of mutual terror? Rather 
does peace lie in that greatest of Christian virtues—universal charity. And 
especially is it found in the virtue of justice—a justice voluntarily observed 
rather than extorted by force, and in confidence which is truly inspired 
rather than a mere pretence! 


When will the world's scientists turn their wonderful discoveries of the 
great forces found in matter exclusively to peaceful purposes? When will 
they use those forces to give to human efforts, at slight cost, powers which 
will alleviate scarcities and correct unequal geographic distribution of the 
sources of goods and of work? When will they use those discovered powers 
for offering new possibilities to the medical sciences, to agriculture, and give 
to people new sources of prosperity and well-being? 


—Pius XII. Easter 1954 and the Threat of ABC Warfare. April 18, 1954. 
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No truth outside God 


And yet, even though endowed with the most wonderful qualities of mind 
and heart, a scientist would not be worthy of the name, if he did not at 
times lift himself above technical considerations and immediate solutions to 
face the essential problem which gives a meaning to the whole of life. . . 
the human spirit, ingenious as one may think it, remains in its constitution 
and in its activity subject to the supreme direction of God, the Creator. 
We must recognize this God, for He is the Truth outside of which nothing 
has any real meaning. We must serve Him, for a science cut off from the 
rest of life becomes useless and even harmful. The scientist remains before 
all else a man faced with a destiny, and he, more than others, will be asked 
to render account of the good and the evil that he has done. 


—Pius XII. The Scientist: Man with a Destiny. Sept. 24, 1954. 











Linen, Hemp and Ceramics 


Two Addresses of Pope Pius XII: To the International Linen 


and Hemp Congress . . 


Their Part The fifth convention of 
in Chorus the International Hemp 
and Linen Confedera- 
tion which opens today 
in Rome, brings before Us once 
more the members of numerous 
professional associations belonging 
to twelve European nations. We 
are happy to greet this distin- 
guished delegation from an ancient 
and ever-active industry and to ex- 
tend Our welcome. 

The general evolution of civiliza- 
tion and economic necessities have 
led you, gentlemen, to establish an 
international confederation of 
whose advantages you are already 
-aware. As for Us, We are glad- 
dened by this accomplishment and 
by that closer cooperation which 
your common interests evoke. The 
result is a mutual respect and un- 
derstanding which transcends na- 
tional boundaries, and what for- 
merly divided nations, now serves 
only to distinguish them, thanks be 
to God, and no longer sets them 
one against the other. 


of Praise 


Present-day factors 


The choice of Rome as the site 
of the present convention empha- 
sizes the importance to Europe of 
Italian hemp. For centuries it has 
been prized for its quality, an in- 
heritance provided and developed 
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by the patient efforts of genera- 
tions of growers and manufac- 
turers. But the day is past when 
the son could placidly carry on 
the work of his father without 
concerning himself with the fluctu- 
ations of the international market. 
Competition from other textile 
fibres, both natural and artificial, 
the development of mechanized in- 
dusty, internal legislation in each 
country and regulations of other 
nations are factors which exert 
considerable influence on the inter- 
ests of your confederation. 

From the outset, technical diffi- 
culties engaged your attention. 
The rather irregular character of 
the vegetable fibres derived from 
the stems of flax, and especially 
of hemp, makes their preparation 
slow and difficult. Until just a 
short time ago, machines for the 
processing of hemp were sstill 
clumsy and expensive compared to 
those designed for other textiles. 
That is why you have endeavored 
to develop ever new techniques to 
improve the speed of your ma- 
chines and make automatic numer- 
ous operations which used to re- 
quire the cooperation of the 
worker. 


Quality and price 
It is quite clear that quality 
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alone is not enough to make a 
product sell widely. A moderate 
price, as well, is needed if it is to 
prove attractive for the buyer. 
This presupposes the cooperation 
of everyone at the various levels 
of production. If the grower fur- 
nishes the manufacturer with raw 
material of the highest quality, 
more uniform and less costly, it is 
the entire industry which benefits. 
But the grower himself will fre- 
quently need to improve his prod- 
uct through the scientific knowl- 
edge of the naturalist and the 
chemist. He will have to choose 
the species best adapted to his 
land, to refresh his stock and avoid 
degeneration, to take into account 
the needs of the industry and to 
know precisely what qualities are 
looked for in his product. That is 
possible only through close collab- 
oration supervised and directed 
from above—not only for each 
country, but, today, for each con- 
tinent. Meanwhile we look for- 
ward to new associations which 
will extend to the entire world the 


benefits of world-wide understand- 
ing. 
In the liturgy 


Although the hemp and linen in- 
dustries have many points in com- 
mon—so much so that they are 
usually combined in official nomen- 
clature—perhaps We will be per- 
mitted, nevertheless, to mention 
the special role which, in various 
circumstances, the fine cloth made 
from fiaxen thread has played, and 
still plays in our own day, in the 
liturgy. The Old Testament, in the 
Book of Leviticus, prescribed linen 
garments for priests in the service 
of the Temple, although Orientals 
are customarily clothed in wool. 
(Leviticus 13, 47 ff.) Compared 
to the other cloths of that era, 
linen was indeed much finer and 


capable of acquiring an extraordi- 


nary whiteness. For this reason it 
was reserved for sacred use. 

In the New Testament the 
Apostle St. John will see the 
Angels of his Apocalypse clothed 
in fine white linen (Apoc. 15, 6), 





Both these addresses were delivered in French and reported in Osservatore 
Romano (Oct. 4, 1954 and Oct. 5-6, 1954). The translations are by Daniel J. 
McLoughlin and the Very Rev. John P. McCormick, S. S., respectively. 

A score or more times a year the Holy Father addresses business and profes- 
sional groups. Showing a remarkable grasp of the technical problems faced by 
the particular group in audience, whether they be doctors, lawyers, artists, laborers 
or business-men, and combining the spiritual with the temporal, he almost invariably 
points out the potential value for eternity of each person's work. For example 
in the above address to the Linen and Hemp industry, he says: ‘‘It is not only the 
higher forms of artistic and industrial activity, but also the labors of mechanics and 
of factory workers which have their part to play in the chorus of praises which 
should rise to the Lord from all over the earth . . . The law of labor imposed on 
man for his salvation is also the means by which he offers to his Creator the most 
eloquent testimony of his gratitude and love." 
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spotless and resplendent. The 
Church will adopt the ancient cus- 
tom of the Hebrews and will make 
linen the customary material for 
the liturgical vestments which the 
priest wears under the chasuble 
during Holy Mass. It is probable 
that the sacred body of Our Lord 
in the Holy Sepulchre lay upon a 
linen shroud, and the consecrated 
host also lies directly on a linen 
corporal during the Holy Sacrifice. 

It has been your desire, gentle- 
men, to recall these noble tradi- 
tions while paying homage to your 
common Father with a choice se- 
lection of fine cloth for use at the 
Altar. On this occasion it is a 
pleasure to emphasize once again 
how happy the Church is to offer 
to God the first fruits of human 
industry, just as in the Old Testa- 
ment she required the faithful to 
come and present each year the 
first fruits of the harvest. 


The Final End 


It is true indeed that all man’s 
. activity finally ends in God and 
that nothing that is good, nothing 
that is beautiful can remain en- 
tirely mundane. And not only the 
higher forms of artistic and indus- 
trial activity, but also the labors of 
mechanics and of factory workers 
have their part to play in the 
chorus of praises which should 
rise to the Lord from all over the 
earth. Bless the Lord, ye work- 
shops and factories; bless Him, ye 
laborers and administrators! 

May Almighty God grant all of 
you here present, the benefit of 
His grace, and may He extend it 
afar to those dear to you. May 
you return to your countries and to 
your homes, to your property and 


to your work, more profoundly 
convinced that the law of labor 
imposed upon man for his salva- 
tion is also the means by which he 
offers to his Creator the most elo- 
quent testimony of his gratitude 
and love. This is the prayer We 
utter in the depths of Our heart, 
in token of which We give you 
Our paternal Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 
—Pius XII. To the International Hemp 
and Linen Confederation. Oct. 4, 1954. 


The Hand At the conclusion of the 


of the scientific and cultural 
Diattor meetings which have 

marked your fourth In- 
ternational Ceramics Congress, 


you have desired to come to Rome, 
Gentlemen, to pay a visit to Us. 
It is a pleasure for Us to respond 
to your expectation and We wish 
you a wholehearted welcome. 

One need only glance at the pro- 
gram of the activities of your Con- 
gress to perceive the variety and 
the interest of those activities. Not 
only have you studied the theoreti- 
cal and practical questions linked 
with the present development of 
ceramics, but you have visited, in 
the North of Italy, the most im- 
portant centers of production. We 
hope that, from these visits and 
from the exchange of views oc- 
casioned by the visits, you have 
drawn useful information. You 
will thus be able to promote, in 
your respective countries, the per- 
fection of the enterprises in which 
you are collaborating, and you will 
be able to make them respond 
more adequately to the needs of 
the present economy. 
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An ancient art 


The art of molding and baking 
plastic earth to form bricks, tiles, 
and all kinds of receptacles and 
ornamental objects, is an art in 
which man has engaged since 
earliest times. It is marvelous to 
see, in ancient civilizations, the 
varied use which man was able to 
find for these products of a tech- 
nique which, considering the ma- 
terial used and the resources of 
the artisan, can be extremely 
simple yet possess an extraordi- 
nary refinement. By modeling clay, 
man obtains, with little expense, 
utensils which are most necessary 
for his existence. At the same 
time he feels the desire to give to 
them greater solidity, and finer 
artistry, to vary their shape and 
ornamentation, and to leave on 
them an imprint which reflects the 
originality of the artisan. He 
therefore selects the material with 
greater care, taking into consider- 
ation its color, its plasticity or its 
better baking quality. He purifies 
it of every foreign substance, and 
kneads it time and again. It is 
molded with the help of that in- 
dispensable tool of the potter, the 
potter’s wheel, which we find rep- 
resented on the monuments of the 
ancient Egyptian Empire. And 
then the potter must submit his 
material to the most delicate op- 
eration, that of the firing process. 
We can guess what difficulties are 
encountered here, since it is neces- 
sary to obtain, by quite rudimen- 
tary means, a _ uniform heat, 
smokeless and well controlled. 
Failures were undoubtedly fre- 
quent but we have enough mar- 
velous specimens to make us. ad- 


mire unreservedly the successes 
of the ceramists of the classical 
age. 


Artistry, utility 


The advances made in produc- 
tion techniques ran parallel to 
those made in another phase of 
ceramics, namely the decorative. 
From the beginning, various 
means were employed to impart a 
luster to the colors of the paste 
and to adorn the surface with de- 
signs. These designs were at first 
simple geometric lines and later 
more or less complicated interlac- 
ing. However, the problem of dec- 
oration found a real solution only 
with the invention of varnish and 
enamels. Thanks to the black var- 
nish of the Greeks and to the 
splendid luster of the Chinese 
enamels, the decorator was able to 
give free rein to his inspiration: 
scenes from daily life, imaginative 
tales, the expression of religious 
beliefs, and every detail of human 
life are portrayed on artistic pot- 
tery. There we find reflected and 
fixed, so to speak, all the deep feel- 
ings of the human soul which 
thus come down to us through the 
centuries in a more effective way 
than they do in many other modes 
of expression. Ceramics thus fur- 
nishes to the historian a collection 
of documents which are clear, pre- 
cise, and of inestimable value. 

Right now, science is making a 
generous contribution to the ce- 
ramics industry in matters of reg- 
ulating the temperature of the 
ovens, of analyzing their atmos- 
phere, and of studying the com- 
position and properties of paste 
and metallic oxides. Modern tools 
of research, such as the electronic 
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microscope, provide us with new 
and valuable assistance. 

We have lingered on the use of 
terra cotta in fine ceramics. But 
We are not forgetting the impor- 
tance which it constantly has in 
the manufacturing of building ma- 
terials. Problems encountered in 
preparing the clay and in the fir- 
ing process are handled in a way 
to achieve the properties for which 
one is striving: solidity, and qual- 
ity of resistance to mechanical or 
atmospheric pressures. Although 
placed in competition with other 
products, this type of material, 
which one strives to adapt more 
and more effectively, and to uti- 
lize more diversely, still remains 
in universal use. Fire-proof ma- 
terials, which supply an answer 
to so many industrial needs, are 
expected to resist very high tem- 
peratures, to possess a low coeffi- 
cient of expansion, and to with- 
stand successfully the mechanical 
or chemical action of substances 
with which they come in contact. 
‘We are thinking especially of their 
usefulness as a lining for blast 
furnaces. 


Symbol of God’s dominion 


What an evolution We have ex- 
perienced since those distant times 
when man, in building his home, 
used bricks of dried clay! The pic- 
ture of the potter, who takes in his 
hand a little plastic earth, places 
it on the wheel and, in a few mo- 
ments, with the play of his fingers, 
draws from it a vase of elegant 
shape, is no longer familiar to the 
men of today. But for the peoples 
of antiquity who saw that picture 
so often, this complete docility of 
matter in the hands of the worker, 


and the worker’s dexterity and his 
keen apperception offered an elo- 
quent comparison and a suggestive 
symbol of the sovereign dominion 
of God over His work. Several 
times the sacred texts of the Bible 
thus express the submission of 
man to his Creator; he is like a 
handful of clay in the hand of the 
potter: a vivid image of the frailty 
of human nature and of its abso- 
lute dependence on its Creator. 
But, whereas the inert vase is de- 
livered over to another and aban- 
doned by the one who made it, man 
does not escape for an instant 
from the creative power of God. 
Never does God let man encounter 
the hazards of existence alone. 
Far from treating him as an in- 
different owner would do, He 
deigns to surround him with an 
untiring Providence and to show 
him, besides, the evidence of an 
ever paternal affection. 

It is Our wish, Gentlemen, that 
the scientific exchanges and the 
visits which your Congress has 
made possible will contribute not 
only to the advancement of the 
ceramic industry, but will help 
you to appreciate more exactly the 
cultural significance of an activity 
which is inseparable from the his- 
tory of mankind. May you draw 
therefrom noble spiritual lessons 
and powerful incentives for the 
accomplishment of your daily task. 

Calling down upon you, your 
families, and your fellow workers 
the favors of the divine Bounty, 
We impart to you, from the bot- 
tom of Our Heart and as a pledge, 
Our Apostolic Blessing. 


—Pius XII. To delegates attending 
a Ceramics Congress. Oct. 5, 1954. 
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The Pastoral Care of Souls 


Discourse of The Holy Father to the Pastors and Lenten 
Preachers of the Diocese of Rome 


Siano rese grazie 


E render thanks to God, 

Who once again this year 

has allowed Us to address 

these words to you, beloved sons, 

parish priests and Lenten preach- 

ers of this Our diocese of Rome, 

for which We do not cease to pray 

and to expend Ourselves, accord- 

ing to Our strength, by offering 
Our own life for it. 

Our first thought is one of real 

gratification for what—under the 


* wise leadership of Our beloved 


Cardinal Vicar, together with the 
truly zealous Vicegerents — you 
have done and continue to do, even 
at the cost of great sacrifice and 
hardship, for the welfare of the 
people of the City. We wished to 
gather accurate information and 
We shall tell you that, even while 
desiring to praise again this year, 
and to cite as an example, some of 
the parishes where special enter- 
prises were begun and carried on 
with good results, We saw that it 
would not have been easy to choose 
one or another, owing to the fer- 
vor of a new life which at present 
prevails in Rome. 


Everyone sees the increased 
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number of churches; likewise no- 
ticeable is your endeavor to render 
more easy and fruitful attendance 
at Holy Mass and at sacred func- 
tions. Also, in every area, courses 
in religious education for the laity 
are taking place and assiduous 
care is being taken in behalf of 
youth, particularly students. 


Prayer and study 


But lest by preaching and de- 
voting yourselves to others you 
might use up all your spiritual 
energies, you have first gathered 
together in spiritual retreats, 
afterwards you discussed pastoral 
problems in a very successful as- 
sembly, and, lastly, you wished 
again to pause in prayer and study 
by participating in a series of 
“Retreats for a Better World,” 
comforting echoes of which reach 
Us from many directions. Bishops 
and priests have pointed out the 
perfect conformity of these re- 
treats to the needs of the times 
and their extraordinary effective- 
ness for the solution of the most 
urgent and pressing problems of 
the present. 
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Shepherd and aids 


Beloved sons! on other occasions 
when We have met with you, We 
have depicted the parish priest as 
a good shepherd and spoken to you 
of the necessity of his enlisting the 
help of an ardent and ready legion 
of militant Catholics, qualified to 
spread the teaching and the exam- 
ple of Jesus in places where it is 
almost impossible for the priest to 
penetrate. Do not, therefore, feel 
vexed if today We offer some sim- 
ple pastoral suggestions concern- 
ing your apostolic action. 

I. In work aimed at the renewal 
of individuals, We recommend you 
to be discreet at the start, firm as 
you progress, and courageous in 
bringing the work to conclusion. 


Be discreet 


(1) Above all, be discreet in the 
beginning. Impelled by a zeal that 
often truly “consumes” him (Ps. 
68, 10; John 2, 17), the priest- 
apostle can fall into harmful error 
by seeking to accomplish every- 
thing at once; by trying to achieve 
at the very outset what is ob- 
viously the most vital and difficult 
point and, therefore, the one re- 


Reported in Osservatore Romano, Mar. 11, 1955. 
based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


quiring intensified effort and toil. 
To proceed in such a way would 
almost certainly mean exposing 
oneself first to vain illusions and 
then to bitter disappointments. 
The apostle, in fact, cannot but 
bear in mind the moral weakness 
of others, their intellectual unpre- 
paredness, aud the persons and 
things in the midst of which he 
himself lives. He should consider 
the farther bank—so to speak— 
from which the misguided soul, 
must come to him, or better, return 
to God should he let himself be 
induced to undertake the crossing. 
To assail that soul with subjects 
which it does not understand and 
to ask what it is not prepared to 
give would surely be harmful to 
the aims of the apostolate. Per- 
haps it is a matter of reestablish- 
ing broken contacts; it is then nec- 
essary to approach the estranged 
soul delicately, to reawaken in it 
the interest lost, and to strive to 
revive in it a spiritual language 
perhaps entirely forgotten. 


Without compromise 


Naturally, such necessary dis- 
cretion does not mean bargaining 
with what is false or with evil. It 


Italian text. Translation 


The Pope is not only the Supreme Shepherd of the Universal Church—he is also 








Bishop of Rome, and as such takes a personal and detailed interest in the care 
of his diocese. Each year, just before or during Lent, he addresses the pastors 
and Lenten preachers of Rome, giving them specific directives for the pastoral care 
of souls. In this year's message the Holy Father encourages his priests to be dis- 
creet, persevering and courageous in their work with individual souls, and to 
understand well the needs and aims of the parish and the powers and resources 
which are available for use. It was the Pope's first real effort at public speaking 
since his illness at the beginning of December. Between 600 and 800 priests were 
present in the Sala Clementina to hear the address. 
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is not a question here of “making 
peace” at all costs, but of knowing 
how to start negotiations for a 
just peace, not between good and 
evil—that would be unthinkable— 
but between man who renounces 
his wickedness and God Who wel- 
comes him with infinite goodness 
and tenderness. To know how to 
go slowly, how to await the proper 
moment and measure what is said 
and what is asked—this is the first 
and indispensable qualification for 
individual apostolic action. 


Be persevering 

(2) The apostle must have still 
another gift in dealing with the 
souls committed to his pastoral 
care. The fact is that it is not 
always possible to achieve the end 
desired; in any case, it is rarely 
done immediately. Nor can the 
fact be ignored that hostility, cold- 
ness or indifference might tempt 
the priest to desist from his labors, 
or, at least, render his action 
weaker and therefore less effec- 
tive. It is necessary, beloved sons, 
to be persevering and persistent, 
not yielding to weariness. One 
must know how to stand one’s 
ground even when everything in- 
clines toward wavering, to remain 
firm though one might normally 
collapse in such throes of anguish 
as to transform seemingly endless 
nights into silent agonies. 

In such a case, when the lips of 
the apostle murmur “Quid lucri?” 
(What profit?) (Ps. 29, 10), or 
when he painfully exclaims: 
“Transeat a me calix iste” (Let 
this cup pass from me) (Matt. 
26, 39), he must say at once as 
Jesus did in the garden: “Verum- 
tamen non mea voluntas, sed tua 


fiat” (Yet not my will but thine 
be done) (Luke 22, 42). And God 
will send the consoling angel (cfr. 
Luke 22, 48) to strengthen and 
uphold him; and his work of sal- 
vation will continue, the fulfill- 
ment of his zeal and of his sac- 
rifice. 

Call to heroism 

(3) There is yet a third quality 
We would desire in the apostle 
who devotes himself to the sancti- 
fication of souls. 

As We have had occasion to note 
at other times, there is in the 
Church a breath of the Holy Spirit 
which calls to heroism and com- 
plete devotion. In the midst of the 
thorns of a world that has again 
become pagan, there blossom forth 
increasingly numerous immaculate 
flowers that give new hope with 
their freshness and enchant with 
their perfume: chosen spirts of 
every age and of every condition. 
Our wish is that priests would 
dare to proceed piously, not fear- 
ing to propose goals of the highest 
sanctity. Why do so many souls 
fall into the snares of the world? 
Because they think of finding in it 
the object of their yearnings and 
desires. Instead, when it is already 
too late, they perceive that the 
fruits of that co-existence are rest- 
lessness, doubt, sadness, distrust 
and hatred. Be courageous, be- 
loved sons. Know how to take 
souls by the hand and guide them 
gently but firmly toward Jesus, 
toward friendship with Him and 
toward transformation in Him. 
Make them understand that only 
in this way will they find peace, 
faith, joy, hope and live; that only 
in this way will they find life. 
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II. For your apostolic action 
aimed toward a general spiritual 
renewal, We go back for a moment 
to what We pointed out previously 
in Our radio message of February 
10, 1952. “See to it,” We said, 
“that needs are well ascertained, 
aims well clarified, and available 
power well estimated . . . that good 
use be made of all resources.” 


Avoid superficiality 


(1) In ascertaining needs, avoid 
superficiality. 

Superficiality engenders what 
might be called the working norm 
of the guess. Its disastrous results 
are met in every field, not exclud- 
ing that of the apostolate. To pre- 
vent such consequences, a statis- 
tical task is required, done with 
seriousness, with exacting realism 
and with calm impartiality. 


What are the statistics? 


It is certain, for example, that 
many in Rome fulfill the precept 
of attendance at Holy Mass on the 
specified feasts. We know that 
churches, even in certain outlying 
areas, are truly and repeatedly 
crowded during Sunday and holy- 
day Masses. Should a pastor re- 
joice over such a flowing attend- 
ance? Undoubtedly he should and 
rightly so; however, before feeling 
entirely satisfied he should esti- 
mate with sufficient accuracy the 
number of those who are obliged 
to attend and who do not. We 
know, as a matter of fact, that not 
infrequently an accurate estimate 
holds unpleasant surprises for a 
priest concerned with the fate of 
souls. 

Similarly, it cannot be denied 
that in Rome the catechetical 


school is attended in encouraging 
manner and that priests (as also 
the various institutes, associations, 
Marian Congregations, and such) 
zealously endeavor to make the 
situation even better. But pre- 
cisely so as to achieve improve- 
ment, one must ask oneself: how 
many children of the parish should 
come but do not? Some time ago 
We desired personally to examine 
the conditions of parochial cate- 
chism teaching in Rome and We 
have still before Us the figures 
communicated to Us. Certainly in 
this field as well there are condi- 
tions which are quite fine and 
flourishing. But there are others 
which cannot but sadden every 
apostolic heart. Timely observa- 
tions, factors deserving considera- 
tion, and noteworthy recent prog- 
ress attenuate the impression 
gained at first sight. They also 
stir the hope that it may be 
possible to remove some of the 
main difficulties which the zeal of 
pastors alone cannot overcome. 

Another question, beloved sons. 
What about the religious instruc- 
tion of adults? For how many of 
these do the rudiments acquired in 
childhood remain the sole fund of 
Christian doctrine? 

Furthermore, how many in the 
parish make their Easter duty? 
And how many of the faithful ap- 
pear to you to be living in the 
grace of God? 


What do they mean? 


Having determined the figures, 
it is necessary to study their sig- 
nificance in order to understand 
the causes of certain defections or 
returns. Merely to discover an evil 
is not enough for diagnosis, with- 
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out which one cannot speak of a 
right prognosis and even less of 
adequate treatment. 


Welcome all auxiliaries 

(2) In estimating resources it 
is also necessary to avoid a defect 
which we see frequently. Certain 
forces are ignored by a pastor, 
others are underestimated or dis- 
esteemed, even if not openly op- 
posed. Open your arms to all, be- 
loved sons, blessing whatever the 
Church approves. Let whoever is 
inspired by good will find a place 
in the vineyard of the Lord, Who 
accepts every service, just as He 
looks for laborers from hour to 
hour. With so much ground to 
plough, with so many plants to be 
cultivated, and above all with so 
many crops to harvest, it is not 
lawful for the priest — without 
reasonable cause—to stop and con- 
sider under what banners the 
faithful gather or what badges 
they wear, provided they are 
blessed by the Church. Let who- 
ever offers to assist you be wel- 
come. God’s field is vast and the 
needs of cultivation are limitless. 


Coordination, not individualism 


(3) In achieving a prudent dis- 
position of forces, it is above all 


Army of Apostles 


necessary to guard against indi- 
vidualism. 

When, on the one hand, one ob- 
serves the fervor of so many un- 
dertakings in which no one halts 
or slackens his pace or spares him- 
self, and, on the other, is forced to 
recognize that results are not what 
such great energies and sacrifices 
might lead one to expect, doubt 
arises as to whether some perhaps 
struggle too much alone, too indi- 
vidualistically and disunited. 

Who knows, beloved sons, wheth- 
er even in Rome it might not be 
worthwhile to reexamine apostolic 
labor in the light of the principles 
that govern all orderly collabora- 
tion? It appears to Us that this is 
one of the most impelling needs for 
the apostolic action of clergy and 
laity in our day. 

Therefore, everything you will 
do to coordinate your work will be 
blessed by Us and will be blessed 
by God. And may Mary, under 
whose protection We placed Our 
“cry of awakening” on February 
10, 1952, now long past, continue 
to bless your efforts and your gen- 
erosity. Thus Eternal Rome will 
radiate more and more fulgently 
before all people as a beacon of 
light and of truth. 


We feel the deepest joy at the thought of the innumerable army of 
virgins and apostles who, from the first centuries of the Church up to our 
own day, have given up marriage to devote themselves more easily and 
fully to the salvation of their neighbor for the love of Christ, and have thus 
been enabled to undertake and carry through admirable works of religion 


and charity... . 


—Pius XII. Sacra Virginitas. March 25, 1954. 
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Let all approach 


Let all, therefore, try to approach with greater trust the throne of grace 
and mercy of our Queen and Mother, and beg for strength in adversity, 
light in darkness, consolation in sorrow; above all let them strive to free 
themselves from the slavery of sin and offer an unceasing homage, filled 
with filial loyalty, to their Queenly Mother. Let her churches be thronged by 
the faithful, her feast-days honored; may the beads of the Rosary be in the 
hands of all; may Christians gather, in small numbers and large, to sing 
her praises in churches, in homes, in hospitals, in prisons. May Mary's name 
be held in highest reverence, a name sweeter than honey and more precious 
than jewels; may none utter blasphemous words, the sign of a defiled soul, 
against that name graced with such dignity and revered for its motherly 
goodness; let no one be so bold as to speak a syllable which lacks the 
respect due to her name. 


All, according to their state, should strive to bring alive the wondrous 
virtues of our heavenly Queen and most loving Mother through constant 
effort of mind and manner. Thus will it come about that all Christians, in 
honoring and imitating their sublime Queen and Mother, will realize they 
are truly brothers, and with all envy and avarice thrust aside, will promote 
love among classes, respect the rights of the weak, cherish peace. No one 
should think himself a son of Mary, worthy of being received under her 
powerful protection, unless, like her, he’ is just, gentle and pure, and shows 
a sincere desire for true brotherhood, not harming or injuring but rather 
helping and comforting others. 


—Pius XIl. Ad Caeli Reginam. October |1, 1954. 


a 


Devotion to Mary 


Let your reverence for her be a thing truly alive. Never fear to exalt 
her too much—she will shine forth in eternity as the masterpiece of God, 
most marvelous of creatures, mirror most resplendent of the divine per- 
fections. It was so as to become the Mother of God that she received 
from her divine Son all the gifts of nature and of grace. That is why devo- 
tion to the Virgin, at least when correctly grasped, far from taking anything 
away from the glory of God, leads us rather directly back to that Author 
of all good who has willed her to be so great and so pure. 


—Pius XII. To an international Congress of Children of Mary. 
July 17, 1954. 











The World Pays its Honor to Mary 


Selections from Ten Messages of Pope Pius XII: To National Marian 


Congresses in the Philippines . . . Montevideo . . . Sicily . .. Mexico... 
Spain... Nigeria... Lebanon... India... Peru . . . Colombia 
Beacon The Philippine Islands mensities of the New World, 
in the are a marvelous coun- jumped over inaccessible mountain 
Far East **Y: made up of thou- ranges, launched forth on the vast 


sands of islands of 
luxuriant vegetation and smolder- 
ing volcanoes, peopled by the most 
varied kinds of races, as if the 
sea had blossomed forth and trans- 
formed itself into an enchanting 
flower-garden. Besides this, your 
people, situated—as We have 
pointed out before (Disc. to the 
First Ambassador of the Philip- 
pine Republic; Discorsi e Radiom- 
essaggi, June 4, 1951)—at a “‘key- 


- point in the oceanic world,” repre- 


sents the only great Catholic Na- 
tion in Southeast Asia. Because of 
its position as a natural barrier be- 
tween two immense seas, an area 
where civilizations and peoples en- 
counter each other, the vital cross- 
roads of trade-routes and of cur- 
rents, it cannot help being called 
on to play a providential role in 
the theatre of history. 


Under the Cross 


Because of this, the evangelizing 
and colonizing impetus of mission- 
ary Spain, one of whose merits 
was the ability to combine the two 
purposes in one, when it could no 
longer satisfy itself in the im- 
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and lonely Pacific and came to 
port on your shores, planting a 
Cross above the purple banner of 
Castile .. 

For the most part, this conquest 
was peaceful. It was a fusion of 
races which only the unifying 
force of religion with its maternal 
care could bring about. And once 
it had come, it could be maintained 
in the face of many trials and 
hardships only because all were 
nourished by a single, deeply- 
rooted faith, and at the very heart 
of it all a devotion, a tenderness 
toward a well-loved Mother. With- 
out it, the soul of the Philippine 
nation would seem empty, that 
soul which could never separate 
the Mother from the Son... 


The old and the new 


The Philippines, the kingdom of 
Mary! The Philippines, the king- 
dom of the Most Holy Rosary! 
Hurry to this throne of grace, to 
this saving devotion, for not far 
from you the storm is raging... 

. . you are called on to carry 
out an important role in contem- 
porary history. Open your souls 
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to what is new, but at the same 
time hold on to your old faith. 
Organize your new-born national 
spirit, but at the same time give 
due place to Christian values. Re- 
assert what is especially your own, 
but without cutting yourselves off 
from the trunk which gave you 
the life of the spirit. By so doing, 
you will be drawing upon the best 
of each and you will be ready to 
become in the Far East a beacon 
of Christian life, a column and 
the foundation of an edifice, whose 
grandeur cannot be foreseen... 

. . . May your tears be kindly 
accepted by the “Queen of Peace,” 
whom you have invoked in your 
general Assembly, the “Queen of 
Peace” to whom We too continu- 
ally direct Our pleas, to drive 
away from the world the horren- 
dous conflict, which you experi- 
enced so painfully not long ago. 
For, although We realize how im- 
portant good will on the part of 
the rulers of nations is, yet We 
are fully convinced that only a re- 


turn to Jesus Christ, to His King- 
dom and to His doctrine, will af- 
ford a sure way to achieve the de- 
sired peace. 


—Pius XII. To the National Marian 
Congress of the Philippine Islands. 
Dec. 7, 1954. 


Hail, Holy You have gathered to- 
Queen gether inbeautiful, 
well-placed Montevideo, 
to close your first Archdiocesan 
Marian Congress, organized for a 
more fitting and more fruitful cele- 
bration of the world-wide Marian 
Year. That year is now drawing 
to a close amidst impressive pub- 
lic displays of piety and of love 
toward the Mother of God. 

Now, as the sound of Our voice 
goes out over the ether, We find 
Ourselves back in your presence 
once again, for the first time since 
that unforgettable autumn morn- 
ing—almost twenty years ago—at 
the end of the magnificent Euchar- 
istic celebrations at Buenos Aires, 
when We had the immense pleas- 





The messages from which we took the above excerpts were delivered by the 


Holy Father last fall. Two were letters, eight were radio messages. Actually, these 
are only a portion of the Pope's Marian addresses during the past year. Additional 
ones are available in our 3rd and 4th Quarter issues. 

These messages are a striking testimony of the interest the ‘‘common Father"’ 
takes in all the activities of his children throughout the world. They further show 
his keen awareness and grasp of local conditions, current events, past history and 
customs in the various countries to which he spoke. ‘To Jesus . . . through Mary,” 
the Holy Father says, “leads the spiritual path of . . . authentic Marian devotion." 


Mary, the crystal-pure channel of grace, port of salvation in these troublous hours, 
inspiration for all, Queen and Mother—these are themes running through all the 
messages. Yet each one has its own special application as well. The messages to 
India and Nigeria were delivered in English; the one to Lebanon was in French 
and the translation is by John Conley; the remaining seven were in Spanish, and 
the translations are by Rev. Austin Vaughan. Bibliographical data on each is avail- 
able under its respective date in the Guide (4th Quarter 1954 p. 410-414). 
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ure of living with you for a few 
hours, as short as they were pre- 
cious. We shut Our eyes and still 
seem to see your magificent city, 
lying gracefully on the beautiful 
peninsula. It seems to serve as a 
staircase toward the imposing es- 
tuary which opens out to the sea 
at that very point. We see it be- 
neath the deep blue sky, with wide, 
modern avenues crowded with an 
enthusiastic multitude applauding 
and cheering: the “Most faithful 
and all-conquering City of Monte- 
video” which it would be hard to 
blot out of Our memory! 

But whom is it applauding, for 
whom does it cheer, to whom does 
it direct its hymns and its tears 
at this moment? Over all the 
heads, We can see the “Virgen de 
la Fundacion” coming forward, 
lovely and smiling, showering 
down consolations and graces... 


The Immaculate 


Yes, beloved children, turn your 
eyes and your hearts to this 

mother of mercy, our life, our 
* sweetness and our hope. Turn 
them especially to the mystery of 
her Immaculate Conception, the 
centenary of whose dogmatic proc- 
lamation we are now commemo- 
rating. You will feel the funda- 
mental truths of our holy faith 
being reaffirmed within your 
breast; the truths of a faith which 
later on will re-echo in the deepen- 
ing of your whole Christian life, 
from your innermost family activi- 
ties to the most public manifesta- 
tion of your being in the profes- 
sional and social spheres; the 
truths of a faith whose most ar- 
dently longed for fruits should be 
the sanctity of matrimonial life, 


an increase in priestly vocations, 
purity of morals and the planting 
of a true Christian social justice, 
in whose welcoming shadow you 
will all feel yourselves really 
brothers. 


Parallel progress 


Your nation prizes its political 
institutions. Now, every wise pub- 
lic organization always has to give 
sincere religious spirit a place of 
primary importance because this, 
more than anything else, is what 
teaches citizens what their funda- 
mental duties are and inspires 
them with that unique, sincere 
spirit of brotherhood which can 
only come from their common di- 
vine Sonship. 

Your country is a wealthy and 
prosperous land, of rich, rolling 
fields, watered by countless liquid 
veins which bring to all parts of it 
not just fertility but also enchant- 
ment and poetry. Yet, all this ma- 
terial progress would itself be un- 
dermined by its very foundation 
and would even represent a danger, 
if it were not accompanied by a 
parallel and harmonious spiritual 
progress, which drives away the 
dangers of greed, luxury and all 
that destruction which the com- 
plete reign of materialism usually 
brings in its wake... 


Help of Christians 


Today as the crowning act of 
these great solemnities, you desire 
to consecrate yourselves forever to 
her Immaculate Heart—the sweet 
channel of every good—so as to 
pay back her great maternal love 
and to proclaim your faith in loud- 
est voice. The world is passing 
through a dark hour and the clouds 
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never seem to lift completely. On 
the contrary, here and there, from 
time to time, We hear echoes of 
the trumpet-blasts with which the 
enemies of God are celebrating 
some new victory, while the good 
seem greatly confused and perhaps 
lacking in the necessary unity. 
For this very reason, Our hope is 
ever more firm and Our prayer 
to the Queen of the heavens ever 
more fervent, as if it were from 
her hand alone that we expected all 
salvation, she who has never 
ceased to be the “Auzxilium Chris- 
tianorum.” 


—Pius XII. To Marian Congress 
sponsored by the Archdiocese of 
Montevideo. Oct. 12, 1954. 


The Now, if devotion to 
Madonna Mary is so ardent and 
deeply-rooted in the 
people of Sicily, who 
could be surprised when your most 
worthy Prelates reported to Us 
that recently she has chosen your 
illustrious city for the bestowal of 
very special graces? 

It is true that up to the present 
this Apostolic See has not in any 
way made known its judgment 
concerning the tears which are 
said to have been shed by an im- 
age of her in the humble house of a 
workingman. Nevertheless, it was 
with lively emotion that We read 
the unanimous declaration of the 
Episcopate of Sicily that the event 
was real. Without a doubt, Mary 
is eternally happy in heaven and 
suffers neither pain nor sadness. 
And yet, she does not remain in- 
sensible there, but rather feels 
love and pity for the suffering hu- 
man race, to which she was given 
as a Mother at the moment when 
she stood, sad and weeping, at the 


W eeps 


foot. of the Cross, to which -her 
Son was nailed. 


The language of the tears 

Will men understand the mys- 
terious language of those tears? 
Oh the tears of Mary! On Gol- 
gotha, they were tears of compas- 
sion for her Jesus and of sadness 
for the sins of the world. Does 
she still cry for the wounds pro- 
duced anew in the Mystical Body 
of Jesus? Or is she crying for her 
many sons, whose errors and sins 
have snuffed out the life of grace, 
and gravely offended the divine 
majesty? Or are they tears of ex- 
pectation for the delayed return of 
her other children, once upon a 
time faithful, and now led astray 
by mirages into the ranks of God’s 
enemies? 

It is your task to use your ex- 
ample and your activity for the 
return of the exiles to their Fath- 
er’s house and to set to work to 
close the breaches which the 
enemies of religion have opened in 
your Island, which has become the 
object of an intensive attack. 

So, do not let this day pass 
without proclaiming unanimously, 
publicly and solemnly that the sons 
of Sicily, from first to last, intend 
to remain faithful to Christ and 
to the Church, without hesitation 
and unconditionally, in the truest 
tradition of your fathers. 


Real treasures 

On Our part, We do not want 
to end this Exhortation of Ours, 
without briefly pointing out how 
the people of Sicily can strengthen 
their fidelity to Christ. First of 
all, provide for the religious in- 
struction of all ages and all social 
groups, especially the youth. To 





ee 
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the sickening sophisms of the 
Church’s enemies, we need only 
oppose the clarity of its own truth. 
A people who do not know what 
their real treasures are will not 
know how to safeguard them or 
defend them: they will think of 
their lost goods, only when they 
have already been robbed of them. 
Learn your Christian doctrine and 
penetrate it—you, to whom God 
has always given so many out- 
standing geniuses, so much so that, 
by the agreement of all, Sicily was 
always considered a nursery of 
men famous in the arts and sci- 
ences, 

Fidelity to Christ shows itself 
besides in the faithful frequenting 
of the Sacraments, for they are 
what sustain Christian life and 
family and civic virtues. Your 
beautiful temples, monuments to 
the devotion of your ancestors and 
sometimes to their unconquered 
resistance to persecution as well, 
still vibrate with the lively heart- 
beat of faith in action. 

Last of all, We ask you to con- 
tinue to be jealous guardians of 
the filial bonds, which have always 
linked you to this Apostolic See. 
Just as once upon a time Sicily 
with its generous soul consented to 
the wishes of Our Predecessor St. 
Gregory the Great, who was es- 
pecially devoted to it, so may Our 
voice always find prompt and un- 
conditional consent in your minds 
and hearts. 


—Pius XII. To the Marian Congress 
Of Sicily. Oct. 17, 1954. 


May the love for Our 
Lady of Guadalupe be 
the flame which en- 
kindles your hearts, beloved chil- 


Precious 
Jewel 


dren of Mexico, who today bring 
deepest consolation to Our soul 
with this act of homage, a worthy 
climax for your National Marian 
Congress. Your filial devotion to 
the Most Holy Virgin is your an- 
swer to her maternal tenderness, 
and it will always be the strongest 
support and the most precious 
jewel of the Catholicism of your 
land, which is a land of Mary... 

. .. May her sweet glance serve 
as a nourishment to protect the 
integrity and the unity of your 
faith, the purity of your morals 
and the holiness of marriage and 
of the family, thus putting into 
practice the Marian Year program 
of a Christian renewal. 

May the Empress of the Amer- 
icas and the Queen of Mexico make 
the fullest outpouring of graces 
descend upon you... 


—Pius XII. To the National Marian 
Congress of Mexico. Sept. 30, 1954. 


Land Spain has always en- 

of joyed first claim to the 
name of “land of the 
Most Holy Mary.” 
There is not a moment of its his- 
tory, nor an inch of its soil which 
does not bear the imprint of her 
sweet name. Historic Cathedrals, 
simple churches and humble her- 
mitages are dedicated to her. If 
we were to name but a few of the 
principal titles we can think of 
which adorn the territory of Spain 
like precious stones set in a rich 
cloak . . . it would seem that we 
were either moving over the whole 
map of the nation or else review- 
ing the principal landmarks of 
Spanish history. The paintings of 
Juan de Juanes, Zurbaran, el Greco 
and Murillo were Spanish paint- 


Mary 
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ings and because of this, they ri- 
valed each other in offering the 
most beautiful possible portraits 
of her. The chisels and tools of 
Gregorio Hernandez, Alonso Cano, 
Martinez Montanés and Salcillo 
were Spanish too, and because of 
it they could not help but be dedi- 
cated in a special way to the serv- 
ice of their most loving Mother. 
When a saintly monarch rides off 
to conquer Seville, he goes with 
Our Lady at his side. If it is Cas- 
tilian barks, long ago just as now, 
that penetrate the secret of the 
lands of America, then as a mat- 
ter of course on one will be in- 
scribed the name “Santa Maria’. 
Later on, the same name would 
be left behind by missionaries and 
conquerors on inaccessible peaks, 
at the center of endless plains, or 
in the heart of impenetrable 
jungles, that it might remain there 
forever as a font of grace and of 
blessings ... 


Port of salvation 


Today more than ever before, 
clouds are gathering over the hori- 
zon. At times it seems that the 
darkness is blotting out the paths 
ever more, and the boldness of 
the ministers of hell seems to grow 
more and more. For these very 
reasons, We believe that all hu- 
manity must flee to this port of 
salvation [The Immaculate Heart 
of Mary]. We have pointed this 
out as the principal purpose of 
the Marian Year. It must take 
refuge in this fortress, must trust 
in this most sweet Heart which, 
in order to save us, asks only 
prayer and penance, asks only co- 
operation. 

Promise it to her, most beloved 


sons of all Spain. Promise her to 
live a life of piety that will be- 
come more intense, more profound 
and more sincere every. day. 
Promise her to watch over that 
purity of morals which was always 
the glory of your people. Promise 
her never to open your doors to 
certain ideas and principles whose 
effects you already know from sad 
experience. Promise her not to 
allow that the solidity of your 
family hearth, the corner-stone of 
all society, be broken. Promise her 
to repress the desire for immod- 
erate joys and greed for the goods 
of this world, a poison capable of 
destroying the most robust and 
healthiest of organisms. Promise 
her to love your brothers and in 
the first place the humble and the 
needy, who are so often offended 
by pompous displays of luxury and 
pleasure! Then she will always 
continue to be your special pro- 
tectress. 

Before your throne, then, O 
Most Holy Mother of Pilar—we 
will rephrase the words We Our- 
selves pronounced on a most sol- 
emn occasion—(cfr. Discorsi e Ra- 
diomessaggi, t. lV, pag. 260). We, 
as the Father of the whole Chris- 
tian family, as the Vicar of Him to 
Whom all power was given in 
heaven and on earth, entrust and 
consecrate to You and to Your 
Immaculate Heart not only this 
immense multitude here present, 
but the whole Spanish nation. May 
your love and patronage hasten 
the hour of triumph of the King- 
dom of God in the whole world 
and may all human generations, at 
peace among themselves and with 
God, proclaim You blessed and in- 
tone with You, from one end of 
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the earth to the other the eternal 
“Magnificat” of glory, love and 
gratitude to the Heart of Jesus, 
the only refuge where Truth, Life 
and Peace can be found. 


—Pius XII. To the National Marian 
Congress of Spain. Oct, 12, 1954. 


Gospel Fittingly, indeed, does 

of Nigeria kneel today to 
do honor to its Queen 
and Mother, for the 
first benign rays of the Gospel of 
love penetrated the harsh darkness 
of paganism under the special 
auspices of Mary Conceived with- 
out Sin... 

The Fathers who were to plant 
the seed of the word of God so 
firmly at Lagos itself and in West- 
ern Nigeria were consecrated in 
a special way to the Immaculate 
Virgin .. 


Love 


Sowed in tears 


One cannot but be deeply moved 
on recalling the zeal, the sufferings 
and the sacrifices of those early 
missionaries. Many of them sealed 
-their heroic apostolate with the su- 
preme sacrifice of their young lives 
within months, nay even weeks, of 
their arrival, but the standard of 
Christ was still carried aloft to 
new and unchartered areas. 

The intrepid faith and un- 
daunted courage of those pioneers 
are worthy of admiration and emu- 
lation. Faced with difficulties that 
seemed unsurmountable, they were 
often denied the consolation of 
hopeful results. The conversions 
they made, being mostly confined 
to the dying and the outcasts, of- 
fered little hope for the achieve- 
ment of the primary object of mis- 
sionary endeavor, namely, the 
foundation of the Church of God 


among native peoples. They died, 
those brave missionaries, failures 
in the eyes of the world; but their 
failure was merely that of the 
seed falling on the ground and 
dying to bring forth fruit (cfr. Io. 
12, 24). 

They sowed in tears, and the 
fruit of their sowing we see today 
in consoling abundance... 


Queen of Nigeria 


To You, Our beloved sons and 
daughters of Nigeria, We earnestly 
recommend that you always cher- 
ish a deep devotion to Mary the 
Immaculate Mother of God and 
Our Mother. Consecrate your- 
selves, your labors, your homes, 
your families and your country to 
Her Immaculate Heart. Let Her 
be the Queen of your hearts, Queen 
of Nigeria. By thus confiding 
yourselves to Her care, you will 
be securing Her all-efficacious ad- 
vocacy in heaven and rendering to 
Her that tribute of gratitude 
which you owe. Above all, do not 
fail to invoke Her intercession on 
behalf of those of your brethren 
who still sit in darkness and in 
the shadow of death (Luc. 1, 79). 

We earnestly beseech Our Im- 
maculate Mother Mary, Who so 
lovingly watched over the first be- 
ginnings of the evangelization of 
Nigeria, to continue to foster that 
land of promise with especial care 
and to protect it from the perni- 
cious influences so widespread in 
the world of today. That is Our 
fervent prayer to Our Lady as you 
honor Her in this Marian Con- 
gress... 

—Pius XII. To the Nigerian Marian 

Congress and the Hierarchy and 

Missionaries of Nigeria. Nov. 11, 1954. 
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Inspiration Such devotion to Mary 
for all augurs well for the fu- 

ture of your dear land. 
The young will find in it inspira- 
tion for an indefectible attachment 
to the ideal of purity which Mary 
proposes for adoption by sinful hu- 
manity, and, by invoking the aid 
of the One who crushed the head 
of the serpent, they will know how 
to ward off the repeated assaults 
of temptation. Fathers and moth- 
ers of families will wish to place 
their homes under her protection 
and meditate upon the examples 
of the Holy Family of Nazareth. 
Those who are engaged in Catho- 
lic Action will lift up their eyes to 
gaze upon Mary, who is our great- 
est ally in obtaining salvation, and 
they will implore, through her in- 
tercession, the divine grace with- 
out which their activities would be 
to no avail. May priests, in par- 
ticular, and all consecrated souls, 
remember that, in the person of 
St. John, the dying Jesus confided 
to them His Mother; may they 
continue to honor her with an 
ever-increasing devotion, united 
more firmly than ever, notwith- 
standing the marked diversity of 
their rites, by a common love for 
the Holy Virgin, and a like desire 
to propagate worship of her. 


Symbol of mercy 


In return, the Mother of God, 
the Savior, will no doubt cause 
the spirit of her Son, His concept 
of charity and fraternity, of truth 
and justice, to prevail in the social 
intercourse of your country. She 
whom succeeding generations have 
down through the ages called Bles- 
sed remains the honor of woman- 
hood, the hope of the poor, the 


consolation of the afflicted and the 
oppressed; she remains, as in the 
time of King Achaz, the symbol of 
divine mercy: “Behold a virgin 
shall conceive, and bear a son...” 
(Is 7, 14). In our day, too, if you 
are attentive and faithful to her 
teaching, she will be a symbol of 
salvation for your venerable East- 
ern Christendoms ... 

Unanimous in your faith in 
Mary, united fraternally beneath 
her maternal cloak, remain stead- 
fast in the course upon which you 
embark today. This Marian Year 
has seen come forth from nearly 
all quarters of the globe—in which 
fact We take great pleasure— 
legions of souls devoted to Mary, 
ready to undertake anything for 
the glory of God and the extension 
of.His kingdom. May such legions 
continue to multiply on that East- 
ern soil which is so dear to all 
sons of the Church; may they be 
there the salt which does not lose 
its taste, the light on the candle- 
stick which serves to guide all 
those who are within the fold; 
and may the warmth of your char- 
ity be particularly receptive there 
to all of your absent kinsmen, 
whose profound devotion to Mary 
is known to Us. It was to them 
that We addressed a paternal in- 
vitation in Our Encyclical ‘“Ful- 
gens Corona” to lift up their eyes 
with us to Mary, “beseeching in- 
stantly that unity, thanks to which 
we will one day have a single fold 
under a single Pastor” (A.AS., 
vol. XLV, p. 591). 

We commit these desires and 
prayers to the powerful interces- 
sion of Our Lady of Lebanon .. . 


—Pius XII. To the Marian Congress 
of Lebanon. Oct. 18, 1954. 
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To Jesus It would indeed be an 
through insensitive soul that 
Mary could fail to be moved 


to the depths of its be- 
ing by this national act of Marian 
homage you are bringing to its 
fervent close today at Bombay, the 
lovely Gateway to your lovely land. 

Only those who ignore or mis- 
read the colorful story of your 
steadfastness in the Fait h— 
brought to you first in Apostolic 
times, when the mustard seed had 
scarce been planted by Our Bles- 
sed Lord, then quickened to new 
vigor and fruitfulness by the 
ministry of a Xavier, a de Nobili 
and many another missionary 
bearing His divine message of fra- 
ternity and pardon from Eternal 
Rome—only the unheeding will 
have been in the least surprised at 
the eagerness of Catholic India to 
add its fond and potent collective 
note, with those of your brethren 
in Christ from Pakistan, Ceylon 
and Burma, to the grand chorus 
of praise and petiticu welling up 
_ from the heart of the Church Uni- 
versal, through this memorable 
Marian Year, to the heart of Our 
Lady, Mary Immaculate. 


Not to give but to procure 


But let not those without the 
Household of the Faith mistake 
for a moment the meaning, the 
source and the scope of your age- 
old devotion to Mary. Every flower 
your children lay at her feet, every 
song you sing to her matchless 
beauty, every appeal to her power 
and compassion must be known for 
what it is, first and finally: the 
expression and reflection of your 
personal dedication, after her ex- 
ample, to the living Christ; to the 


Divine Child Whom she deserved, 
albeit through no merit of her own, 
to bear at Bethlehem (Luke, 2, 7) ; 
to the Divine Teacher, Who 
deigned to be taught human wis- 
dom at her holy home in Naza- 
reth (Luke, 2, 51-52); to the Di- 
vine Victim and Victor over sin 
and death, Whose redemptive sac- 
rifice she saw completed on Cal- 
vary (John, 19, 25). To Jesus, 
then, through Mary, leads the 
spiritual path of that authentic 
Marian devotion you proudly and 
publicly profess once more today, 
at the close of her historic centen- 
ary. If you have entrusted to her 
maternal care and vigilance the 
most delicate and urgent of your 
family and social problems—wit- 
ness the ardent resolution of your 
successive Marian Congresses—the 
light and strength you seek is not 
hers to give, but only to procure 
from the Sacred Heart of her Son 
and Savior. She is the crystal-pure 
channel, not the fountain, of that 
superabundant divine grace you 
beg through her Immaculate Heart 
for home and Church and country. 


Action, not sentiment 


Continue above all, dearly be- 
loved, to make it clear from your 
deeds, especially from your cor- 
porate program for moral reform 
and social justice, that the devo- 
tion of men and nations to Our 
Lady must never be restricted to 
pious sentiment, however noble its 
motivation, however exalted its ob- 
ject. She is the first to insist on 
action to confirm your protesta- 
tions of love, to complement your 
Christian prayer for help. Her 
perennial answer to every suppli- 
cation rings sweetly yet sharply 
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down the ages and across the 
seven seas from Cana’s marriage 
feast: “Whatsoever He shall say 
to you, do ye” (John 2, 5). 


—Pius XII. To the Indian National 
Marian Congress. Dec. 8, 1954. 


Son We think that not the 
and least of the many un- 
Mother deserved benefits gen- 


erously granted to Us 
by the divine bounty has been the 
privilege of offering the Catholic 
world this universal Marian Year, 
which has just finished and which 
gave Us and the whole world such 
a great opportunity to show the 
Queen of heaven and earth Our 
filial piety and the profound de- 
votion We feel toward her. It 
might be said that the Church, 
carried away by an irresistible 
burst of love, has lived a whole 
year of spiritual joy and heavenly 
fervor—e, year which will now re- 
main as one of the most memor- 
able of all Marian anniversaries. 


Eucharistic and Marian 


And now just as the last strains 
of this far-sounding magnificent 
concert are dying out, echoes of 
your voice come to Us from far-off 
and beloved Peru, venerable Breth- 
ren and beloved children. For you 
are celebrating your fifth National 
Eucharistic congress, which a 
happy and timely decision of yours 
has made Marian as well as Eu- 
charistic. 

The vital role which devotion to 
Our Lady, the Virgin Mary, has 
played and still plays in the evan- 
gelization of the new continent and 
in the preservation of its faith is 
well-known... 

Yet, for a good part of the 


American continent, the mission of 
your country was always a very 
special one, most beloved sons, for 
Peru was the focal-point of civili- 
zation and of faith, the authentic 
center of spiritual activity with its 
famous Councils of Lima, the fun- 
damental charter of the Churches 
of America, and with its brilliant 
constellation of Saints. 

Since this is so, it is easy to 
see that Peru had to be a Eucha- 
ristic nation in order to live up to 
so honorable a mission... 

In the same way, Peru had to 
be a Marian nation... 

Those of you now present at 
Lima were right in wanting to 
bring two things, Eucharistic de- 
votion and Marian devotion, to- 
gether at this solemn Assembly 
which Our words are now bringing 
to a close. And there is in your 
idea an inspired note so full of sin- 
cere piety and of good Christian 
sentiment that We cannot fail to 
take note of it and praise it. 

After the Eucharistic triumphs 
for which white Arequipa, noble 
Trujillo and imperial Cuzco served 
as theatres, today you have turned 
to the “very noble, famous and 
very loyal” city of Lima which lies 
gently on the sloping plain which 
gazes out on the Pacific, spreads 
out with magnificence and splen- 
dor to both the shores of the abun- 
dant Rimac and lays to rest its 
dreams of glory beneath the ma- 
jestic Andean amphitheatre which 
serves as its frame. Today Lima 
has opened its streets and its 
squares to you so that you might 
acclaim Our Sovereign Lord in the 
Blessed Sacrament and His most 
pure Mother, asking them to send 
you many good priests; promising 
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them to intensify the Christian life 
of your families; assuring them 
that you will do all in your power 
to make a true spirit of Christian 
charity and social justice reign 
among you. 


Help in this dark hour 


Gather up, O Queen of heaven 
and earth, the pleas and the prom- 
ises of thy sons, who seek by thy 
maternal hand to come to this 
throne of glory, where thou, Jesus, 
await them to hear the former and 
to be pleased by the latter. They 
implore your help in this dark 
hour, which the world is living 
through, for they want to remain 
faithful to the holy faith which 
their fathers professed and they 
desire to satisfy you, o good 
Mother, and to be unshakable and 
loving servants of thy dear Son. 
It could be said that, in the midst 
of the disturbances of these criti- 
cal times, they feel the earth 
crumbling beneath their feet and 
experience more than ever before 
the need of a powerful protection 
so that the storm may not carry 
them away; take them under thy 
protection, and their trust will 
never be misplaced. 


—Pius XII. To the National Eucharistic 
and Marian Congress of Peru. 
Dec. 12, 1954. 


Year When We solemnly ad- 
of dressed the whole Cath- 
olic world on Septem- 
ber 8 of last year— 
1958—and invited it “ad Mari- 
anum Annum celebrandum’’—to 
celebrate the Marian Year (Litt. 
Encycl. Fulgens Corona—Acta Ap. 
Sedis, a. 1953, pag. 586), as a fit- 
ting commemoration of the cen- 


Promise 


tenary of the dogmatic definition 
of the Immaculate Conception of 
Our Lady, the ever Virgin Mary, 
Our paternal heart, filled as it was 
at that moment with filial devotion, 
held such high hopes that it would 
have been very hard to imagine 
that they would be surpassed, and 
surpassed again and again. 


Universal chorus 


Today is the day on which the 
Year closes, and as We humbly 
offer thanks to the Giver of all 
gifts for so great a benefit, We 
have to confess that it has really 
happened. Islands and continents, 
towns and nations, provinces and 
cities, organizations and individu- 
als, public authorities and faithful 
of every age, class and condition— 
and at their head, as it could not 
help but be, this Dear City—have, 
it might be said, sought to rival 
each other in honoring, acclaim- 
ing, singing and using a thousand 
ways to manifest their devotion 
to their Mother in heaven. It is 
as if the purest ray of the sun, 
which shone upon the countenance 
of Our angelic Predecessor Pius IX 
in that unforgettable moment, had 
later broken into thousands and 
thousands of reflections, illuminat- 
ing the whole Church and the 
whole world. It is as if each re- 
flection were a promise to Us that 
the fruits We had in mind in call- 
ing for this Marian Year—return 
to Jesus by the imitation of the 
virtues of Mary; renewal of mor- 
als; peace and justice for the 
world; light for those who have 
strayed; liberty for the Church— 
would be realized. It is as if the 
harvesting of them had been fore- 
told in the splendid flowering of 
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this radiant springtime of souls. 
For all of this, thanks be to Him 
who consoles Us in Our tribula- 
tions (cfr. 2 Cor., 1, 4), looking 
more at His own goodness than 
at Our weakness and unworthi- 
ness! 

Surely the voice of beloved Co- 
lombia could not be missing from 
this harmonious and_ universal 
chorus . 


True Kingdom 


That Colombia which, as some- 
one rightly wrote, recognizes in 
the Church a Mother . . . who, in 
her life-giving womb, has given 
birth to all that is noble and 
worthy in its very being; Colombia 
with its high ridges, its immense 
prairies, its sunny valleys and cool 
beaches; Colombia with its superb 


ranges of smoking peaks and 
rivers as abundant as the seas, 
with its legendary “Eldorado,” its 
ancient culture, its famous human- 
ists and poets, is now on its knees 
before the throne of its Mother 
and Lady to promise and to im- 
plore... 

... Ask for innocence for young 
people, firmness for those in the 
years of manhood, peaceful ma- 
turity for the aged; ask for light 
so as not to err in the midst of 
the present darkness, strength 
that your faith not weaken in the 
face of the repeated assaults of a 
wicked enemy; ask, in a word, for 
the speedy arrival of that Kingdom 
which is the Kingdom of truth and 
life, of holiness and grace, of jus- 
tice, love and peace... 


‘—Pius XII. To Marian Congress of 
Colombia. Dec. 11, 1954. 


oe 


Parish apostolate 


Even today Our Lord succors His Church in her necessities; and just as 
here and there real missionary territories develop near the campaniles of 
our churches, so there is reason to thank God for the increasing number of 
the laity who “have a call’ to sanctity and to the apostolate; so that it is 
not difficult at present to find generous souls enrolled in Catholic organiza- 
tions, or others who, although not members of organizations, are however 
equally ready to assist the priest in his care of souls. 


Therefore, it is necessary to find these souls in order to use them after 


they have been solidly trained. 


Find out how many there are, where they are, what they are capable of 
doing, where they may be effectively employed. Rely on the members of 
Catholic Action, whose four branches We ardently desire to be found in 
every parish; marshall along with it other types of organizations, without 
neglecting those who do not like to be members of organizations, but who 
can render precious service to the pastor who knows how to use them in 
individual projects or in additional works of zeal. 


—Pius XII. The Demands of the Modern Urban Parish. Feb. 27, 1954. 











Formula for Victory in 
Youth's Battle Against Evil 


Message of Pope Pius XIl to the Young Women's 
Section of Italian Catholic Action 


Vi giunga 


UR fatherly greeting reaches 
you, beloved daughters, on 
this feast day which sees your 
tireless efforts and your persever- 
ing unity crowned with its great- 
est success. The Domus Mariae, 
along with its church, park, halls 
and playing-fields, owes its birth 
and its growth in great part to the 
inspiring competition carried on 
by your various sections, which 
have sent sums of money, gathered 
lira by lira from the great and 
from the small, fragments of gold 
and of silver, precious objects and 
even strips of wool offered to the 
House of the Madonna. As the 
sun sets on this Marian Year of 
blessings and of graces, as hymns 
of glory and of joy rise to the 
Queen of the universe from the 
whole earth, We seem to see Mary 
resting her particularly affection- 
ate glance on you, who have de- 
termined to do so much in her 
honor. 
God knows how We wanted to 
be in your midst today to let you 
know in person about the effective- 


65 


December 8, 1954 


ness of this precious instrument of 
labor, so well-fitted to deal with 
the expansion and the increased 
needs of Our youth movements. 
Unfortunately, not even the Pope 
can follow all the impulses of his 
heart, but We wanted you to have 
at least the well-wishes and the 
encouragements that a word of 
Ours might bring. 


Generosity and Constancy 


In the first place, We want to 
tell all of you that the Pope is 
pleased with you. We are think- 
ing at this moment with tender- 
ness of the smallest of you, the 
favorites of Jesus, the unopened 
buds for whom the Church trem- 
bles with maternal anxiety. We 
are thinking, too, of the “aspir- 
ants,” the youngsters, flowers 
opened to the light and to the sun; 
and of the “effectives,” strong with 
a luminous youth. When We turn 
our minds to the girls of Catholic 
Action, We seem to see a vast 
expanse of meadows in bloom. And 
then We sense a spontaneous feel- 
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ing of gratitude to the Lord who 
adorns His Church with such 
great magnificence, and gives it 
the enchantment of an indescrib- 
able perfume. But We are grate- 
ful to you too, beloved daughters, 
because We are aware of the great 
generosity and constancy you need, 
and the silent martyrdom you 
often must suffer to preserve your 
freshness and simplicity in the 
midst of so many attractions, so 
many snares, such grave dangers. 


Problem of purity 


For not everything in the world 
is a garden, not everything is the 
fragrance of flowers. Indeed, if 
We look closely, in vast areas We 
see a kind of furious storm break- 
ing and We are almost terrified 
by the devastation caused by the 
overflowing of real rivers of mud. 
You know it well yourselves, be- 
loved daughters, forced as you 
often are to walk through the 
streets, to work in factories, to at- 
tend schools, to go up to news- 
paper-stands, to seek amusement 
with a constant fear of being as- 
saulted by some unchained demon, 


who will not spare blows, nor shy 
away from the filthiest means of 
offense. 

So here is a wonderful, peace- 
giving and purifying mission for 
you. Be like a legion of angels: 
souls suspended in flight, giving 
the world the vision of a youth 
which is frank, yet not rash; show- 
ing that the problem of purity is 
not impossible, nor even difficult 
to solve and to overcome, when it 
is approached and faced in the 
light of Christian principles. Such 
a sight will become more beautiful, 
and your testimony will be more 
effective, if you build the edifice 
of your spiritual life on that un- 
shakable foundation, and _ look 
toward the highest peaks of Chris- 
tian perfection. You will be able 
to do this if you remain docile to 
the slightest hints from God and 
you entrust yourselves completely 
to Jesus, giving Him full dominion 
over your minds, over your hearts, 
over your senses. That does not 
mean that you will have to give up 
life, or the healthy joy of living. 
Right here in your Domus, along- 


Reported in Osservatore Romano, Dec. 9-10, 1954. Italian text. Translation 


by Rev. Austin Vaughan. 


This message of the Holy Father to the young women's section of Italian Catho- 


lic Action was delivered on the feast of the Immaculate Conception. It was also 
opening day for the ‘‘Domus Mariae’’, a new central home and hostel in Rome 
for Catholic young women of Italy and other nations. The Pope stated that the 
moments through which we are now living are among the most crucial in history 
and then asserted his firm conviction that evil would be stopped in its tracks in 
less time than could be humanly foreseen. God's special help is, of course, neces- 
sary, and will not be lacking. But the cooperation of generous souls is also needed. 
He then exhorted the youth of Italy to get into their proper position, spread out 
according to local needs and their own capacities and move into action—with 
vigor, unity and obedience. 
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side your splendid church, you al- 
ready have a motion-picture audi- 
torium and meeting-halls, and soon 
there will be athletic fields and a 
modern open-air theater. With 
this openness and this interest in 
divine and human life, you will go 
out among men as bearers of a 
smile and of a joy which the 
world no longer knows but which 
still brightens the soul of each of 
you. 


Crucial moments 


With all Our heart We would 
like to speak another word to you, 
beloved daughters,—an echo of 
what We said to all Catholic Ac- 
tion a year ago. You know Our 
solicitude for the world, where Di- 
vine Providence has put Us as 
visible head of the Church. You 
know too Our conviction that the 
moments through which We are 
now living are among the most 
crucial in history. We have often 
warned that the breakdown of 
present-day social structures 
makes a wide-spread and devoted 
preaching of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ particularly urgent today, 
besides being anxiously desired by 
many souls. 


Evil will be stopped 


For this reason, with an aware- 
ness of present needs and possi- 
bilities, We have taken upon Our- 
selves the duty of calling the 
whole Church to a great work, of 
shouting out that “cry of re- 
awakening,” which is now being 
echoed by pastors and faithful in 
many parts of Italy and of the 
world. It is our firm conviction 
that in less time than could be 
humanly foreseen, evil will be 


stopped in its tracks, and goodness 
will be able to enjoy peaceful and 
constructive victories. 


Formula for victory 


None of this could come about 
without a very special help from 
God, and this will certainly not be 
lacking. But generous souls are 
needed too, since God desires the 
cooperation of men in His work. 
This is the reason why We are 
again turning to all Catholic Ital- 
ian youth and saying to them: get 
into your proper position, spread 
out according to the local needs 
and your own capacities and then 
move into action. Act with vigor, 
with unity, and with obedience. 
a) Act with vigor 

Even if there were only a few 
of you, if you were just the little 
flock which clung around Jesus, 
still on the strength of His word 
you ought not to be afraid. “No- 
lite timere pusillus grex” (Luke 
12, 32): “Fear not, little flock.” 
But you are not few in number. 
Appreciate the strength of your 
forces, and then rise to your feet 
and make your presence felt in 
Italy, and demand that your voice 
be heard. Try to insist, for ex- 
ample, in the name of the respect 
which is due to public morals, that 
Christian youth be permitted to 
observe the divine law without be- 
ing forced to heroism every day, 
every moment. Why must the 
world belong to the enemy of God, 
to the enemies of God? Our “cry 
of re-awakening” was also a cry 
of insurrection. A cry of rebellion 
is passing over the earth—and you 
will hear it ever stronger: it is 
the voice of all the good. Pick it 
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up and make it your own: repeat it 
forcefully: “We want Jesus to rule 
in the world: we want every crea- 
ture in heaven and earth to bend 
his knee at his Name; we want 
even hell itself to bow down and to 
kneel.” Of what are you afraid, 
beloved daughters? A _ million 
Christian girls will certainly have 
a force that is not easy to resist. 
Even a delicate girl can become 
a Joan of Arc, if God gives her 
the strength of His arm. 

b) Act with unity. 

Any ardor whatsoever is useless 
and can even be harmful if the 
moth of internal discord comes to 
spread confusion among you. In 
the face of an enemy who is clos- 
ing his ranks ever more, and with 
the undertaking which awaits you, 
anyone who—God forbid it—would 
sow the cockle of disunion in your 
midst, in the midst of the Catholic 
forces, would be guilty of treason. 
Where there is division, there is 
desolation, there is defeat. Today 
three million enrolled members are 
renewing their membership in 
Catholic Action. What would hap- 
pen if the union among all the 
members of this formidable orga- 
nism should be complete and un- 
breakable? If it should become the 
supreme and unquestioned law at 
all costs? If this were true, who 
could launch a successful drive 
against this “phalanx of Christ the 
Redeemer”? Who could slow down 
its march? Who could overthrow 
this defensive bulwark of the 
Church? Who could stop its drive 
for good? 


c) Act with obedience. 


As a matter of fact, a mere nod 
from Us, a mere word of Ours has 
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always been enough to stir and en- 
flame Our dear youngsters of Cath- 
olic Action. We want to recognize 
this with fatherly satisfaction, and 
to exhort you to retain this spirit 
of docile obedience to the Pastors 
of the Church and to increase it if 
possible. They know well what 
they can ask of you and they know 
the fields which they ought not in- 
vade. But when a “directive” 
comes, when a resolution is taken, 
Catholic Youth obeys without ques- 
tion: generously, quickly, because 
there is not a day, not a minute 
to lose in this hour which is one 
of action, of most urgent action. 
Here then, beloved daughters, is 
what We wanted to say to you, 
while the Domus Mariae is being 
inaugurated; while all the youth 
of Girls’ Catholic Action is 
entering, as it were, a mystic 
Cenacle, where—‘cum Maria 
matre Jesu” (Acts 1, 14): “with 
Mary the Mother of Jesus,” they 
are recollected in prayer. We too 
pray that the divine breath of 
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grace, like the “impetuous wind” of 
Pentecost (cfr. Acts 2, 2), may fill 
not only your Domus, your house, 
but the whole Church. We pray 
Jesus to hasten the day—which 
must come—in which a new mys- 
terious effusion of the Holy Spirit 
will come down upon all the sol- 


diers of Christ and He will send 
them all out among the miseries of 
the earth, as bearers of salvation. 
Then there will be better days for 
the Church; there will be — 
through the Church—better days 
for the world. 
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Providential Saints 


If, in the course of the centuries, the forces of evil do not cease their 
attacks against the work of the Divine Redeemer, God does not fail to 
answer the anguished prayers of His children in danger, raising up souls, 
rich in gifts of nature and of grace, to be the comfort and help of their 
brethren. When the knowledge of salutary truths, darkened by the allure- 
ment of earthly goods, grows feeble in the consciences of men, when the 
spirit of revolt and pride raises hidden or violent persecutions against the 
Church, Divine Providence, ever present in bodies and souls in the midst 
of miseries, calls to the standard of Christ's Cross heroes of sanctity who 
radiate splendors of virginal purity and fraternal charity to serve all the 
needs of the soul and to maintain in its integrity the fervor of Christian 
virtues. 


—Pius XII. Five New Saints. June 12, 1954. 


Silent obedience 


But, if God frequently asks His elect to undertake great works for His 
Glory, He also wishes that they know how to suffer in obedience and in 
silence. 


—Pius XIl. Five New Saints. June 12, 1954. 


Royal mantle 


The royal mantle that Christ puts on His chosen one is the purple mantle 
of His redemptive Passion. 


—Pius XI]. The Message of St. Therese. July II, 1954. 
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Moral maturity in a democracy 


Notwithstanding the fact that civic life in a democratic state imposes 
rigid demands upon the moral maturity of each citizen, we must not fear 
to acknowledge that a great many among even those individuals who call 
themselves Christians share the blame for the present day confusion of 
society. The truth of this statement is borne out by facts which we must 
take positive action to correct. Among these, to cite only the most out- 
standing examples, are a lack of interest in public affairs, which manifests 
itself among other ways in a refusal to participate in elections of grave con- 
sequence; fiscal fraud, which affects the moral life, the social equilibrium, 
and the economy of a country; and, finally, sterile criticism of authority and 
self-centered defense of privileges in contempt of the general interest. 


Catholics should take the lead in the reaction which is necessary to amelior- 
ate this state of affairs. For, "far from there being the least incompatibility 
between fidelity to the Church and devotion to the interests and well-being 
of the people and of the state, the two orders of duties—which the true 
Christian should always bear in mind—are intimately united in the most 
perfect harmony’ (Radio message, Christmas, 1950, A.A.S., vol. 43, p. 53). 


—Pius XII. Roots of Civil Crisis. July 14, 1954. 


Factories which ennoble men 


The demands of competition, which is a normal consequence of human 
liberty and ingenuity, cannot be the final norm for economics. There are 
inalienable values involved, the misunderstanding of which or contempt for 
which will be recompensed, after a more or less brief lapse of time, with 
dangerous social and political disturbances. This counsel of St. Paul to the 
Romans is addressed first of all to every Christian, but also to anyone who 
wants to make his life a source of happiness and of peace: "Be not overcome 
by evil, but overcome evil with good." (Rom. 12, 21). Far from putting your 
own interests above all else, you must be concerned about the real needs, 
material and moral, of those who are dependent on you. You must exert 
yourselves to understand their difficulties and their just aspirations, and to 
realize them to the full extent that the development of social institutions 
permits. In this way, you will be contributing to the realization of the pro- 
found and universal desire, that not only materials, but also and above all 
man, whom they must always serve, will leave the factory ennobled. 


—Pius XII. To the International Foundry Congress. Sept. 30, 1954. 




















Two Brief Messages to Americans 


The Lenten message of the Holy Father to the School Children of 
America and His Brief Address to a Special Audience of 
American Newspapermen 


A Child’s How good the Lord 


Prayer God is! He has given 
and Us once again the wel- 
Sacrifice ©°™ opportunity to 


speak to Our dear chil- 
dren in America, And first, a word 
of thanks for all the prayers you 
have been saying for Us. A child’s 
prayer is always so pleasing to the 
Heart of Christ, He takes a real 
delight in it. 

Then, We know, you are pre- 
paring to gather gifts to send to 
other children of far-off countries 
—children who are so poor, so 
often abandoned, that they must 


- still look longingly and gratefully 


to you for nelp. 

And the help you send them will 
do more than feed their bodies, 
clothe and shelter them. It will 
also protect their tender souls from 
so many dangers that surround 
young boys and girls, who are 
without good homes and are forced 
to roam the streets. 

So We are sure you will be gen- 
erous and will be happy to make 
your little sacrifice during Lent so 
that others too may be happy and 
good like you. That will be a great 
consolation to Us. 


Imitate Jesus 


And one more favor we ask 
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from you, dear children. Remem- 
ber that Jesus was once young and 
small like you. How gentle, how 
modest He was, obedient to His 
loving mother and foster father. 
Oh, try to be like Him; and ask 
Him each morning to preserve for 
you the sweet innocence of child- 
hood. 

And now, dear children, with 
all the affection of Our Heart, We 
are going to impart to you, to your 
devoted parents and to your teach- 
ers the Apostolic Blessing. 

May the blessing of Almighty 
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
descend on you and remain for- 
ever. 

—Pius XII. To American Schoolchil- 
dren. February, 1955. 


Truth The President of your 
and Society, gentlemen, in 
Justice requesting this audi- 


ence used an argument 
to which We had to capitulate, de- 
spite extraordinary circumstances. 
He said he felt sure that a blessing 
would be “fa tremendous asset in 
fulfilling our difficult task.” In- 
deed, to ascertain Truth and to be 
fearlessly faithful to Truth in all 
that you write and speak, is not 
an easy task; but it.is a precious 
service as well as a bounden duty 
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to the thousands or millions of 
people, who are going to be in- 
fluenced by your words. 

Eternal Truth as well as Eternal 
Justice must be your strength and 
your monitor. 

Hence, with a fervent prayer 


for success in your profession, We 
are happy to be..able to call down 
on you and those near and dear 
to you the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

—Pius XII. To American Journalists. 
March 19, 1955. 


Pope Pius’ ninth annual Lenten message to the school children of America was 
read by Archbishop Karl J. Alter of Cincinnati over the four major radio networks 
of the country on Ash Wednesday, February 23d. It was written in connection 
with the yearly Laetare Sunday collection for the overseas relief programs of War 
Relief Services—N.C.W.C., and the Bishops’ Welfare and Emergency Relief Fund. 
Another letter of the Holy Father in this connection is noted in our News and Notes 
section. 

The address to journalists was reported in Osservatore Romano, March 21-22, 
1955. More than 30 American newsmen, representing 250 different newspapers 
were present at the special audience. They were on a fact-finding tour of Europe 
and several hoped to visit Russia. 
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A father's house 


The sacred character which formerly clothed the traveler undoubtedly 
depended on beliefs and economic conditions which have been considerably 
modified by the progress of civilization. But even in the age of the railroad, 
the automobile and the airplane, the arrival of an unknown person who places 
himself in your care for several days, or even for a night, brings into play 
a deep sense of a mutual undertaking that far surpasses the scope of a 
purely material service. 


For, consciously or not, faced by the man who comes to you, you ask 
yourself: Where does he come from? Where is he going? What secrets 
has he? What sorrows, what agonies perhaps? The lodging you offer him 
for a time represents in his eyes—and to some extent lets him realize in the 
present—the dwelling beyond the worries and indifference of worldly life 
to which he aspires in the innermost recesses of his soul. It ought to be a 
likeness of a father's house, of the final haven of peace and brotherhood to 
which God invites all men of good will. 


—Pius XII. To a group of Hotel Managers. Nov. 23, 1954. 
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Some Current Problems in Germany 


Letter of Pope Pius XIl to Joseph Cardinal Frings, Archbishop of 
Cologne, Joseph Cardinal Wendel, Archbishop of Munich 
and Freising, and to the Archbishops, Bishops, and 
other pastors of Germany in peace and 
communion with the Apostolic See 


Die Glick 


UR beloved sons and vener- 
able brothers, greetings and 
apostolic benedictions! 

The felicitations and good wishes 
sent to Us by you, your clergy, and 
by the faithful of Germany who 
have been entrusted to you, at 
Christmas and again at the begin- 
ning of the New Year were indeed 
welcomed by Us. In particular, the 


- prayers and supplications offered 


by you to God in childlike affection 
for your common father, have been 
a source of great consolation to 
Us. 


A fruitful Marian Year 


In your letter, which was a dem- 
onstration of your deep devotion 
to Us, you also desired, beloved 
sons and venerable brothers, to ex- 
press your gratitude for the proc- 
lamation of the Marian Year 
which was celebrated throughout 
the entire world, and for the estab- 
lishment of the universal observ- 
ance of the feast of the Virgin 
Mother of God as Queen of the 
Universe. When We did this, We 
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entertained no doubt that you and 
your flock would give ready and 
joyous obedience to Our paternal 
urgings, and We were assured that 
you would receive rich and salu- 
tary blessings therefrom. The re- 
ports given by you in this same 
letter demonstrate that Our ex- 
pectations were not misplaced, and 
leave Us greatly comforted and 
filled with immeasurable joy. 
Thus in the course of the Marian 
Year you have held numerous re- 
ligious celebrations, in which not 
only huge numbers of the faithful, 
but also many public figures of 
high rank have taken part. From 
your time-honored and _ splendid 
cathedrals and from the less pre- 
tentious places of worship which 
lift themselves skyward in every 
city and town, prayers of devoted 
homage to God and to our uni- 
versally beloved Mother have as- 
cended heavenward. Crowds of 
faithful pilgrims have flocked to 
shrines in Germany and to places 
abroad where special homage is 
accorded to the ever-blessed Virgin 
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Mary. In the convents of religious 
women and in private homes, 
where frequently the picture of 
the Virgin Mary on its pilgrimage 
was contemplated, the piety of the 
faithful received a fresh impetus, 
and the voices of supplicants were 
raised in prayer for many long 
hours. 


Consecration to the 
Immaculate Heart 


The celebrations of this nature 
which took place in the archdiocese 
of Cologne are worthy of special 
mention. Here the image of the 
most holy Virgin was carried in 
triumphal procession through vil- 
lages and cities both large and 
small, and everywhere the hearts 


and in the other dioceses wherever 
it was at all possible. These mani- 
festations of ardent piety were an 
evident preparation for that mag- 
nificent occasion on which all of 
Germany was solemnly conse- 
crated to the most pure heart of 
the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, 
Queen of Heaven and earth. We 
may as a consequence truly hope 
that the intercession of this heav- 
enly Patroness will bring to you 
still richer blessings, and that one 
of the results achieved may be a 
still more frequent, even daily re- 
ception of the Sacrament and more 
frequent use of the other helps 
offered by the Catholic religion, to 
the end that the moral life of 
Christians may continually flour- 





of people were drawn to it, their ish. 
faith was awakened and their de- 
votion increased. Of equal signifi- 
cance were the celebrations carried 
out in the Archdiocese of Pader- 


born, the Diocese of Regensburg, 


Joys and sorrows 


Our beloved sons and venerable 
brothers, it has been a custom of 
yours, most comforting to Us, that 


Ninety-five percent of all messages printed in THE POPE SPEAKS appear first in 
Osservatore Romano, which prints the complete text in the language in which it 
was originally delivered. We receive the Osservatore by airmail, and so, ordi- 
narily, have the original texts quite soon after release. However, neither this letter 
to the German bishops, nor the letter to Cardinal Innitzer on Sacred Music (see 
p. 79) was published in Osservatore and so they were rather difficult to trace. 
Actually, we received a mimeographed copy of the German text directly from the 
Katholische Nachrichten Agentur, a Catholic News Service in Bonn, Germany. The 
translation here presented is by John Mulholland. . 

The letter deals chiefly with local problems in Germany. But the Pope's com- 
ments on vocations and education and his distress over the number of war prisoners 
in eastern Europe and Asia (the names of the missing alone amount to 1,200,000), 
strike home. (Some of the background and developments on the education con- 
troversy are given in a later footnote.) A little personal note in the letter is evident 
when the Pope chides, so to speak, the German bishops for seeming to keep bad 
news from him (presumably because of his illness at the time). Even if there were 
nothing of special interest for a non-German audience, the letter would be note- 
worthy as another proof of the Holy Father's deep interest in and concern for the 
problems of his children the world over. 
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whenever you sent your good 
wishes at Christmas time, you 
would also acquaint Us with all the 
more important affairs, whether 
joyous or sad, which affected your 
pastoral office in each of the Ger- 
man dioceses. However, in this 
past year you have thought it bet- 
ter to pass over, almost in silence, 
everything of a disturbing or dis- 
quieting nature. You have made 
exception to this only in the case 
of three matters of concern, on 
which We wish briefly to comment 
in this letter. Even these three 
concerns have been, aS you your- 
selves candidly confess, treated in 
such a way as to avoid troubling 
Our mind with new sorrows and 
added afflictions. Such zealous and 
tender consideration on the part of 
Our sons We must highly com- 
mend; it touches Us deeply and 
We are most grateful for your 
solicitude. However, just as We 
are concerned for the entire 
Church, in accordance with the 
appreciation We entertain for the 
_ duties of Our office, so also, in ac- 
cordance with the special love We 
hold for you, do We take an anx- 
ious and sympathetic interest in 
all that concerns you. For this 
reason it has been, and still is, Our 
desire, that in your letters to Us 
you discuss most frankly, not only 
your joys, but also your many 
troubles and difficulties, just as 
you meet them daily in the fulfill- 
ment of your pastoral offices. 
Besides, We are not at all un- 
aware of these difficulties, for, as 
you know, We have for many, 
many years followed with atten- 
tive and sympathetic eyes the 
progress of Christian life, and the 
obstacles to it, among your people 


who are in more than one respect 
so beloved by Us. We are keenly 
aware of the great care, effort and 
struggle demanded of you by the 
daily fulfillment of your duty, 
which obliges you to enlighten the 
flock entrusted to your care with 
that supernatural illumination 
which shines forth from the Gos- 
pels and from the teachings of the 
Church. At the same time you 
must seek to protect your people 
with wisdom and zeal from the 
steadily increasing dangers which 
threaten them. 


Special concerns 


We are particularly  well- 
acquainted with the truly formida- 
ble obstacles which confront you 
in your pastoral efforts to protect 
the Catholic technical schools and 
elementary schools, to secure the 
natural rights of parents with re- 
spect to the education of their chil- 
dren, to maintain intact the sanc- 
tity of family-life and of Christian 
marriage, which are endangered 
by the marked increase in s0- 
called “‘mixed” marriages as well 
as by a disintegration of morality 
and an exorbitant insistence on a 
freedom in itself desirable; We are 
conscious too of the obstacles met 
in preserving unweakened the 
Catholic faith of your people which 
is in these days threatened by so 
many dangers, and finally in your 
efforts to provide the comforts of 
religion as well as the benefits of 
social care for all those displaced 
persons who have lost house and 
home and all their possessions, and 
this especially in those regions 
where Catholics are in the minor- 
ity and so in need of even greater 
care. 
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On more than one occasion in 
the past, and particularly in Our 
letter of last October, We have ex- 
pressed to you Our innermost 
thoughts on these matters. It is 
therefore appropriate that We 
should consider briefly here only 
those matters which are mentioned 
in three of your recent letters. In 
one letter We read: “Of upper- 
most concern ... is the lack of any 
increase in vocations to the orders 
of women devoted to charity.” 
Another speaks of the great un- 
easiness which can result from 
forceful statements made on the 
subject of education, whenever the 
legislative assembly of a particular 
country shortly thereafter takes 
up consideration of some new law 
regulating the instruction and edu- 
cation of teachers. 

A third letter treats of the vehe- 
ment controversy on education 
which, as the letter states, “has 
been forced upon us in Lower Sax- 
ony and ... despite all our efforts, 
cannot do away with laws which 
are unjust and especially unfavor- 
able to Catholic Schools.”? 


Lack of vocations 


As far as the first matter is con- 
cerned, there is little we can do, 


save on Our part to deplore the 
great disadvantages of the lack of 
vocations. For this problem is en- 
countered not only by yourselves, 
but throughout the Catholic world. 
This unfortunate problem, as well 
as the greatly lessened general es- 
teem for the life of celibacy under- 
taken for the love of Jesus Christ 
and dedicated to God, was the 
cause which prompted Our pas- 
toral letter in March of the past 
year on the virtue of holy virgin- 
ity. (vergl. A.A.S. 1954, S. 161 
ff.) We were consoled to learn that 
in obedience to Our exhortation, 
the Bishops of Western Germany, 
in their regular conference last 
November at Piitzchen resolved to 
write pastoral letters directed both 
to the clergy and the faithful, and 
to admonish all to give close atten- 
tion to so important a question, 
and to make use of all possible 
means which may with the help of 
God contribute to the solution of 
this problem. 

With regard to the second and 
third matters mentioned it is 
scarcely necessary to remind you 
of the detailed statements made to 
you on the subject of Catholic edu- 
cation on several occasions, and 
especially in Our letters written to 


1 In Germany, where education is mainly controlled by the states, not the federal 
government, threats to Catholic education are being made in Bavaria and Lower 
Saxony, principally from socialists and “liberals” who have won political power. 

German state-supported public schools are generally divided into three classes— 
Catholic, Protestant and mixed. The federal constitution provides that parents shall 
decide what schools they want their children to attend. In most cases, Catholic 


private schools also get state support. 


In Bavaria—in violation of the 1924 Concordat with the Holy See—the state gov- 
ernment is trying to do away with the present system, which provides for the train- 
ing of Catholic public school teachers in Catholic teachers’ colleges. The government 
is supporting an interdenominational teacher training system. 
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you in February and again in Oc- 
tober of this past year. 


Concordats on education violated 


In connection with this most im- 
portant matter, it is Our earnest 
wish to express Our gratitude to 
those who, in certain federated 
States of your Country, by means 
of the public power which they 
exercise, have faithfully exerted 
every effort to ensure the actual 
realization of the decrees provided 
for in the contractual agreements 
between the Holy See and your 
country. We deeply regret that 
We cannot extend this same grati- 
tude to those who govern in the 
State of Lower Saxony. There 
efforts are being made under vari- 
ous pretexts to disregard the obli- 
gations arising from the still valid 
agreements, and Catholic Schools 
are either openly attacked, or 
what comes to the same result, 
laws are proclaimed which run 
directly counter to the Concordat 
concluded between the Apostolic 
See and Germany. Indeed, such 
great obstacles are raised to Cath- 
olic schools here that one must 
reasonably question whether Cath- 
olic schools can any longer endure 
at all. 


Trained Catholic teachers 
for Catholic schools 


Beloved sons and_ venerable 
brothers, in order to satisfy Our 
own pastoral obligation, We con- 
sider it absolutely imperative to 
declare solemnly that it is uncon- 
ditionally necessary that the Cath- 
olic schools, in accordance with 
Art. 24, 1 of the above Concordat, 
be entrusted to teachers who not 
only profess the Catholic religion, 
but also completely fulfill the par- 
ticular requirements of these 
schools. It is likewise absolutely 
imperative that the training of 
these teachers in the special train- 
ing schools comply with the clear 
provisions of the Concordat with 
Germany (Art. 24, 2) and with 
Bavaria (Art. 5, 3) which vouch- 
sufe and guarantee that spiritual 
and _ intellectual instruction of 
Catholic teachers which meets the 
particular requirements of the 
Catholic schools. 

Indeed, wherever such educa- 
tional institutions are not avail- 
able, teachers suitable for our pur- 
pose can be trained and provided 
only with extreme difficulty; and 
if teachers of this kind are com- 
pletely lacking, it is difficult to see 
how Catholic schools, such as will 


In Lower Saxony the state parliament has passed a law which would establish 
so-called “unified schools” replacing, in effect, the separate Protestant and Catholic 


denominational schools there. 
cordat with the Holy See. 


The law conflicts with provisions of the 1933 Con- 
Lower Saxony officials argue that the Concordat is 


no longer valid. The Federal Government contends that the Concordat is still valid 
and has moved to obtain a decision from Germany’s Supreme Constitutional Court. 
Meanwhile the Bishops of Lower Saxony have issued a joint pastoral letter appeal- 
ing for a united front among Catholics and Protestants and others interested in 
safeguarding freedom to save the present educational system in that state. 


(The above data is taken from releases of the N.C.V’.C. News Service.) 
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adequately fulfill their appointed 
purpose, can even exist. 


The imprisoned, the 
missing, the kidnapped 


Before closing this letter, We 
would like to mention a subject 
which We know is as close to your 
hearts as to Our own. The gov- 
ernment of the Republic of Ger- 
many has given Us a list of names 
of those who since the end of the 
last war have either been an- 
nounced as missing in the vast re- 
gions of Eastern Europe and Asia, 
held there as prisoners of war, or 
carried off as civilians. Our heart 
is filled with commiseration and 
the deepest emotion as We contem- 
plate the vast numbers of these 
unfortunate people, which has 
been carefully and scrupulously es- 
timated as approximately 1,200,- 
000 for the missing alone, of whom 
some at least are undoubtedly still 
alive. Turning over the pages of 
this catalogue of names, We are 
overwhelmed by profound sorrow; 
with sadness We reflect on the 
frightful living conditions and the 
keen anguish of heart of which 
these same pages seem to speak, 


International TV and European Unity 
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not only with reference to the im- 
prisoned, the missing, and the kid- 
napped, but also in regard to their 
families and relatives. 

Beloved sons and_ venerable 
brothers, be assured that We will 
pray fervently to God for all of 
them. Whenever the opportunity 
offers itself We shall insist that 
the number of the missing who are 
still alive be carefully determined, 
and the road to repatriation be 
opened to them and to all who 


have been imprisoned or kid- 
napped. 
Meantime We bestow on you 


Our paternal blessing, for We are 
intimately aware of the apostolic 
zeal with which you bend every 
possible effort to see that the sa- 
cred laws of God and of the Church 
are maintained intact. As a pledge 
of heavenly graces, and as a testi- 
monial of Our paternal goodwill, 
We impart to each one of you indi- 
vidually, Our beloved sons and 
venerable brothers, as well as to 
the flock entrusted to your care, 
the Apostolic Blessing. 

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
on the twelfth of February, 1955, 
in the 16th year of Our pontificate. 


For must not knowledge go before appreciation and esteem? Let the 
European nations then learn to know each other better; let them be happy 
and proud to display the national beauties of their countries and its cul- 
tural riches; let them open to others the deeper feelings of their spirit and 
their sincere desire for understanding and cooperation. How many preju- 
dices, how many barriers will thus fall! Lack of mutual confidence, selfishness 
will lessen, and above all a renewed ambition will be stirred to contribute 
something to the world community for the common good. Such is Our hope. 


—Pius XII. The European Television Network: 
Symbol and Promise. June 6, 1954. 
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Goal for Church Music: 
A Blending of Old and New 


Letter of The Holy Father to Cardinal Innitzer, Archbishop of Vienna, 
for the Opening of the Second International Congress on Sacred Music 


Mit Wohlwollen 


O OUR Beloved Brother, Theo- 
dore Cardinal Innitzer, Arch- 
bishop of Vienna: 

With deep gratification have we 
learned, beloved son, of the cele- 
bration of the Second Interna- 
tional Congress for Catholic 
Church Music, scheduled to take 
place in Vienna, October fourth 
to tenth. The variety and com- 
plexity of the program prepared, 
which endeavors to do justice to 


- numerous problems of _ sacred 


music, the competence of the in- 
vited lecturers and artists, the 
liturgical celebrations, themselves 
so richly and festively planned for 
the period, the artistic exhibits 
laying the groundwork for the pro- 
gram, these are all things that of 
themselves disclose the importance 
of this Congress. But far more 
important than mere perfection in 
external arrangements is that liv- 
ing spirit animating it, which will 
determine the success of the Con- 
gress, and permit hopes of fruitful 
accomplishment. 


Stability and growth 
To sketch the condition of Cath- 
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olic Church Music fifty years after 
the Motu Proprio of St. Pius X— 
the Congress itself bears the title, 
“Catholic Church Music in the 
Spirit of the Motu Proprio at the 
Dawn of a New Era,’”—entails, on 
the one hand, to emphasize ad- 
herence to the basic principles of 
Church music, which retain their 
force for all time, and, on the 
other hand, it involves giving heed 
to that development, which is in- 
herent in every organism, through 
which it maintains its existence, 
and by which it seeks to increase 
its capacities. 

The consequence must be: No 
change in the principles, which, as 
essential, have permanent force, 
but their further advance and de- 
velopment in form, in a loyal ap- 
plication of those same principles 
to the circumstances and needs of 
today. This assuredly must not 
imply disrespect or disdain for the 
cultural worth of the past; in the 
realm of Church music it can only 
mean to develop still further the 
creations of the past in harmony 
with the goal and purpose of 
Sacred Music itself. 
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Propriety naturally dictates a 
becoming respect for traditional 
Church music, but nevertheless the 
house of God should open its por- 
tals to the new, which, following 
in the path of the golden age of 
Church music, is composed by 
gifted artists in a true Catholic 
spirit, even though in the modern 
style and contemporary technique. 


Music and prayer 


The goal will be the harmoniz- 
ing of Old and New, so that a 


path is opened for a kind of music 
which will be pleasing to the Al- 
mighty, and make it possible for 
the faithful to send up their pray- 
ers with new spirit, borne aloft 
on its wings to the throne of the 
Almighty. 

That the Congress fulfill its pur- 
pose, We bestow upon you, beloved 
son, and all those collaborating for 
the success of the project, and on 
all those who in any way take part 
in it, in fatherly affection, the 
Apostolic Blessing. 


Reported in Singende Kirche (Wien), 2, 2 (1954). Translation from the German 


by Rev. Gerald Ellard, S. J. 


We are grateful to Father Gerald Ellard, S. J., for sending us this translation 


of the Holy Father's letter to Cardinal Innitzer. It was written on the occasion of 
the Second International Congress on Church Music held at Vienna Oct. 4-10, 
1954 to commemorate the 50th anniversary of St. Pius X's famous Motu Proprio 
on Sacred Music. The letter was not published in Osservatore Romano and our 
only knowledge of it came from a news item with some brief excerpts in the 
N.C.W.C. News Service. Father Ellard called our attention to it, was able to secure 
a typed transcription of the letter from Singende Kirche and sent us the above 
translation. 
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Master bell makers 


It will always be their glory and their consolation that they have enriched 
so many cathedrals and smaller churches with those moving voices which 
call the people to prayer, which sing out the joys of the family, the parish 
and sometimes the nation, which weep at their sorrows, but which most of 
all recall to men the majesty of God, the universal Master, almighty Father 
and Judge of the living and of the dead. 


—Pius XII]. The Foundry: Transmuter of Men and Materials. 
Sept. 30, 1954. 














NEWS 


and NOTES 


THE FIRST QUARTER of the 
year—as has been the case in several 
previous years—saw fewer papal mes- 
sages issued. Among the Holy Father’s 
new addresses and letters, however, 
were his important Christmas Message 
on Co-existence and his profound dis- 
cussion on rehabilitation of criminals, 
complementing his previous discourse 
on Crime and Punishment. This “breath- 
ing spell” has enabled us to print the 
messages we were forced to leave out 
of our last crowded issue. 


* 


THE CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
had been delayed by the Pope’s illness. 
Its publication evoked wide and favor- 
able comment in the secular press. An 


* editorial from the New Orleans /tem 


(reprinted in the Congressional Record) 
was an example; it stated that the Pope 
is “perhaps the first world leader to 
look as far into the future as the end 
of the era of peaceful co-existence— 
which we only now have begun to dis- 
cuss.” The Item also said “the whole 
world will benefit if the message of 
Pius XII is studied closely in both co- 


existence camps.” 


* 


FILLER THEME: Osservatore Ro- 
mano, the Vatican City daily, in an edi- 
torial commemorating the 79th birth- 
day of the Pope, stated that the 1954 
Marian Year was one of the greatest 
years of his reign. We have chosen for 


81 


the fillers of this issue a few striking 
and timely passages from some of the 
great messages of last year. 


* 


POPE OF CHARITY: in a letter 
(Jan. 25, 1955) to Archbishop Karl J. 
Alter of Cincinnati, Chairman of the 
Administrative Board of the National 
Catholic Welfare Conference, the Pope 
commended the American hierarchy and 
faithful for their generosity toward the 
needy of the world, and expressed his 
confidence that the Laetare Sunday ap- 
peal (for the Bishops’ Welfare and 
Emergency Relief Fund) would be a 
success. The practical expression of the 
love of God and of neighbor for God, 
he said, has been a “perennial charac- 
teristic of the Church, her mark of 
honor from the very beginning.” For 
“no boundaries intervene when there is 
question of extending the helping hand 
of the more fortunate Christians to the 
suffering and unfortunate, wheresoever 
they may be found.” 


* 


POPE OF BAPTISM: Archbishop 
Richard J. Cushing, writing in the Bos- 
ton diocesan paper, The Pilot, Jan. 15, 
stated “At the beginning of this cen- 
tury Pope Pius X restored the Holy 
Eucharist to the people. Now that the 
halfway mark of the century has come, 
Pope Pius XII is working to restore 
the knowledge and the love of holy Bap- 
tism. Pius X was the Pope of the Holy 
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Eucharist. Pius XII is the Pope of 
Holy Baptism.” 


* 
UNWEARIED ADVOCATE: To 


show that he was continuing to work, 
even while ill, Osservatore Romano on 
Feb. 7 printed photostats of two pages 
of the Pope’s discourse on the rehabili- 
tation of former convicts. The two pages 
showed corrections and revisions made 
by the Pope in his own fine, clear 
script. 


* 


THE ENTHRONEMENT of Arch- 
bishop Giovanni B. Montini in the Ca- 
thedral in Milan on Jan. 7, occasioned 
a special message from Pope Pius XII. 
His Holiness expressed the wish that 
the former Vatican Pro-Secretary of 
State for Ordinary Affairs might closely 
imitate his great predecessor, St. Charles 
Borromeo, and that the people of Lom- 
bardy might accept his guidance and 
direction with docility and as true 
Christians. 


* 


BRIEFS: During 1954, 245 mar- 
riage cases were decided by the Sacred 
Roman Rota, nearly half of which were 
processed free of charge. Of the 245, 
131 upheld the nullity of the marriage, 
while 114 sustained its validity. 


@ For his ride in the Vatican Gardens 
during his illness, the Holy Father some- 
times used the same old fashioned auto- 
bile that Pius XI had used. Its open, 
upright structure was more appropriate 
for his condition, which made bending 
undesirable. 


@ The Holy See is being invited to 
participate in the First United Nations 
Congress on the Prevention of Crime 
and Treatment of Offenders to be held 


at Geneva at the end of August. Eighty- 
four governments will be represented 
as well as some fifty-five non-govern- 
mental organizations. 


@ A leaflet published in London by a 
group of Anglo-Catholics urged ll 
Anglicans to pray for Christian re- 
union during the January Chair of 
Unity Octave. The pamphlet reproached 
low church Anglicans for indifference 
in any plan for unity to “the place of 
Peter in the Apostolic College, the Col- 
lege from which the episcopacy is de- 
rived.” 
* 


VATICAN RADIO now broadcasts 
on 28 different wave lengths and in 
28 languages. In the space of a week 
100 broadcasts or more are beamed 
behind the Iron Curtain. This includes 
daily broadcasts in Czech, Hungarian, 
Polish, Russian and Slovak. Other 
broadcasts through the Iron Curtain are 
in Albanian, Bulgarian, Chinese, Croat, 
Latvian, Lithuanian, Rumanian, Slovene, 
Ukranian and White Ruthenian. There 
are two broadcasts daily in English— 
on the shortwave band—at 10 A. M. 
and 1:15 P. M. Eastern Standard Time. 


* 


A NEW PONTIFICAL COMMIS- 
SION for Films, Radio and Television 
has been formally established at Vati- 
can City and its constitution published 
in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis. The pur- 
pose of the new commission which re- 
places the Pontifical Commission for 
Motion Pictures set up in 1948, is to 
favor “productions and transmissions 
which are comformable to the Christian 
spirit” and to preserve the faithful 
“from those which are morally nega- 
tive”. The new commission is headed 
by Bishop Martin J. O’Connor, Rector 
of the North American College in 
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Rome, who also served as president of 
the original commission. 


* 


MORE BRIEFS: Since 1939 Pius 
XII has appointed 133 American Arch- 
bishops and Bishops—more than half 


the present American hierarchy. 


@ The United States will be among 
eight nations represented at a study 
week for international scientists at the 
Pontifical Academy of Science sched- 
uled to open in Rome, April 25. 


@ A specially built radio and television 
set was presented to the Holy Father 
by the Brothers of St. Francis Xavier 
. . . And the management and workers 
of a German porcelain factory gave 
the Pope a collection of their artistic 
products in remembrance of the days 
when, as Cardinal Pacelli, he served as 
Papal Nuncio to Bavaria. 


@ His “second Bible” is what a Bishop 
recently called THE Pope SPEAKS. . 
And a seminarian writes that better 
than one-sixth of the seminarians at St. 
Paul’s Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, 
are subscribers. 


* 
THE HOLY FATHER has estab- 


lished another commission of Cardinals 
to reexamine the constitution and other 
measures favoring the return of the 
Order of Malta to its original effective- 
ness. In his letter setting up this com- 
mission the Pope referred to the fact 
that the findings of the first commission 
of Cardinals which he had appointed in 
1951 had not been implemented as 
planned. 
* 


STAMPS: Soon to be released by 
the Government of Panama is a new 
series of stamps honoring all the recog- 


nized Popes from St. Peter to Pope 
Pius XII. The first stamps in the series 
will portray the twelve popes named 
Pius. The Panamanian Government 
stated that it had authorized the stamps 
as an act of homage to Pope Pius XII 
“who has performed a great interna- 
tional task of peace against the op- 
pressive and disruptive forces of com- 
munism”. 

Meanwhile, according to Osservatore 
Romano, no less than thirteen nations 
have commemorated the Marian Year 
through special stamp issues. The stamp 
designs include likenesses of Pius IX 
and Pius XII as well as of Our Lady. 


* 


NEED FOR WORK IN OLDER 
ENCYCLICALS: In the January 1955 
issue of The Catholic Library World, 
Sister Claudia, 1I.H.M., librarian at 
Marygrove College, and an associate 
editor of THE Pope Speaks, points 
out that barely a third of the messages 
addressed by the popes to the Church 
at large since 1740 are available in 
English. She proposes six projects to 
American Catholic scholars: 

1. A series of 10 volumes containing 
the translations of the Encyclicals of the 
Popes from Pope Leo XIII to Pius XII. 

2. An annotated guide to the source 
of Papal documentation from the period 
of 1740 to 1878. 

3. A check list of library holdings of 
these sources. 

4. A dictionary of terms used for 
papal documents at various times. 

5. A finding list for the Encyclicals 
from Pope Benedict XIV to Pope Pius 
IX. 

6. A finding list for important Papal 
documents of non-Encyclical character 
from 1740 to 1939. 

[Note: From 1878 on with respect 
to encyclicals and from 1939 with re- 
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Polio 

Last fall the Holy Father 
spoke to an international con- 
vention of medical specialists 
on the dread disease of polio 
and the moral and psychologi- 
cal problems which may fol- 
low in its wake. Reprints of 
this address (it appeared in 
our Third quarter 1954 issue) 
are available at the following 
prices: 


ID 9 COPIEE, ....0s.ccrcccccacconss 20¢ ea. 
10—99 COPIES .........eeeeeeeeeee 10¢ ea. 
100—499 copies ...............::s000 7¢ ea. 
BOO— ONG OVER cc seciiccsccvssoccpenses 5¢ ea. 


Orders totalling less than $5 must 
come prepaid. 


Send your order to 


THE POPE SPEAKS, Box 4498 
Washington 17, D. C. 











spect to other papal documents, we have 
the benefit of Sister Claudia’s own work 
in papal documentation. See her Guide 
to the Encyclicals (H. W. Wilson Co.) 
and her Guide to the Documents of 
Pope Pius XII (Newman Press) .] 


* 
CERTAINLY A STEP toward the 


accomplishing of Sister Claudia’s recom- 
mended projects (see above) is the 
Pope Pius XII Memorial Library Fund 
Drive, which was reported off to a good 
start with a $400,000 donation by 
George Strake, Houston, Texas, oilman. 
The five-story-and-tower building will 
make Vatican manuscripts available in 
the Western Hemisphere for the first 


time. Some 600,000 manuscripts, dating 
from the earliest times, will be housed 
in microfilm form in the library which 
is to be on the campus of St. Louis 
University. The total sum being sought 
is $6,361,460. 


* 
A FEW MORE BRIEFS: Civilta 


Cattolica, Jesuit review, reports that the 
Pope has received a number of mes- 
sages from persecuted Catholics under 
Red domination behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. 

@ In April, the Vatican Galleries are 
opening a large exhibit of the works of 
Fra Angelico, celebrated Dominican re- 
ligious painter. This year is the fifth 
centenary of his death. 


@ Since 1874 the Vatican City Phar- 
macy has been in charge of the Hos- 
pitalers of St. John of God, a commu- 
nity founded at Granada, Spain in 1540 
for the care of the sick. 


@ The Vatican City jail has been dis- 
continued—for lack of “customers.” In 
its 26-year history it housed four pris- 
oners for a grand total of three weeks. 
The warden has been without work 
since 1937. 


* 


AN INQUIRY: Fr. Anthony Wortt- 
mann M.S.C. of Holy Family Church, 
430 W. Center Street, Nazareth, Pa., in- 
quires if we know just which message 
it was in which the Holy Father spoke 
of “the invisible government of 18 men, 
and we could name them”. Fr. Wort- 


mann states that it was in one of the 
messages right after World War II. Can 
any of our readers help him locate the 
phrase? 
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TPS GUIDE and DIGEST 


A Finder's List for Papal Documents, Selected Commentaries and 


Books Appearing This Quarter 


Papal Messages Published 
Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1955 


129. Goal for Church Music: A blend- 
ing of old and new. (Mit Wohlwollen) 
October, 1954. Letter of Pope Pius XII 
To Cardinal Innitzer on Sacred Music. 


Key Topics 
Church Music; Prayer 
Digest 
Church music must adhere to basic 
principles but at same time grow 
and develop to meet needs of pres- 
ent day, 79 
The harmonizing of old and new will 
produce music which is pleasing to 
God and an aid to prayer, 80. 


Bibliography 
German text: Singende Kirche (Dec., 
1954) v. 2, no. 2; English tr.: THE 
POPE SPEAKS (ist Qtr 1955) v. 2, 
no. 1 


130. Beatification of Placidus Riccardi 
(Umbriam Sanctorum) Dec. 5, 1954. 
Apostolic letter on the life and holiness 
of the Benedictine monk Placidus Ric- 
cardi. 


Latin text: AAS (Jan. 28, 1955) 47: 
39-45 


131. Coexistence: Its Meaning and Its 
Future (Ecce ego declinabo) Dec. 24, 
1954, Christmas message to the whole 
world. ' 


Key Topics 


Coexistence; war and peace; politics; 
natural law; international relations; 
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economics; European unity; national- 
ism; the Church; common good. 


Digest 

The Incarnation: a “river of peace” 
upon the world, 3 

Toil for peace the particular mission 
of his pontificate, 3 

Cold war now followed by cold peace, 4 

Human family divided into two 
groups, 5 

Principal foundation on which state 
of relative calm rests is fear, 5 

Current political practice dreads war 
as greatest of catastrophes, yet 
puts all its trust in it, 5 

Concept of war as having only politi- 
cal aspects is absurd and immoral, 6 

Cold peace, though defective, shows 
signs of taking first steps toward 
elevated doctrine of Church on just 
and unjust war, 7 

Goal will be attained if all recognize 
they are personally subject to eter- 
nal moral laws, 7 

Return to fear of God only way to 
liberate world, 7 

Doubtful value of pacifist efforts by 
those who deny belief in God, 7 

Present coexistence in fear may raise 
itself to coexistence in fear of God 
and thence to a truly peaceful liv- 
ing together, 7 

If not, dangers of war and economic 
collapse can increase, 7 

New developments in economic field 
foreshadow transformation in lives 
of all peoples, 8 

But value of economics as force for 
peace has been exaggerated, 8 

Cannot entrust peace to free exchange 
alone, 9 
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Moral world has primacy over eco- Cath Mind (Mar. 1955) 538: 178-89; 
nomic world, 9 Irish Eccl Record (Feb. 1955) 83: 130- 
Economics can be either force for 41; THE Pore SPEAKS (1st Qtr. 1955) 
peace or an obstacle, 9 Da 2, no. 1; Tablet (Jan. 8, 1955) 205: 
Errors on both sides in seeking prin- | 28-31; U. S. News and World Report 
ciple on which to base unity, 10 (Jan. 14, 1955) 38: 114-19; Vital 


Fluctuation in movement for united Speeches (Feb. 1, 1955) 21: 994-99. 


Europe, 10 


Difference between national life and 132. On enthronement of Archbishop 

nationalistic polities, 10 Montini (La parte che la Divina) Jan. 
Latter is source of discord, 11 4, 1955. Message to Archdiocese of Mi- 
Natural law as true bond of unity, 11 | jan on occasion of enthronement of new 
Errors in handling problem of colonial | Archbishop, formerly Vatican Pro-Secre- 


autonomy, 12 tary of State for Ordinary Affairs 
Europe’s true strength is in her Italien text: ti 7 


Christian culture and traditions, 12 
Responsibility rests on both camps, 12 Osservatore Romano (Jan. 7-8, 1955). 
Bridge between the two camps must | English tr.: 
be founded on the human beings in New York Times (Jan 7, 1955). 
each, not on governmental or so- 
cial systems, 13 
Cannot entrust work of human unifi- 
cation to materialists and rela- 
tivists, 14 
Christians of nations enjoying peace | Jiqlian text: 
must live the truth, communicate it, 
apply it to all phases of life, 14 — Romano (Feb. 14-16, 
Spiritual riches of Christianity must ; 
be applied to social problems, 15 : . 
Private goods must be limited by the 134. To Cardinal Piazza (Expostulant 
common good, 15 sane) Feb. 8, 1955. Letter on his episco- 
Temptation in democratic systems to pal silver jubilee. 
seek individual interests rather | patin text: 


than common good, 16 AAS (Mar. 26, 1955) 47:148-49; Os- 


Christ is humanity’s true bond and 
true peace, 16 servatore Romano (Feb. 24, 1955). 


133. On the Order of Malta (Nella sua) 
Feb. 1, 1955. Chirograph establishing a 
commission for constitutional revision. 


Bibliography 135. Crime, Punishment and Rehabili- 
Italian Text: AAS (Jan. 28, 1955) 47: | tation. Discourse to the Italian Associa- 
15-28: Civilta Cattolica (Jan. 15,1955) | tion of Catholic Jurists. Parts I and II 
106: 121-34; Osservatore Romano | (Accogliete) were delivered December 5, 
(Jan. 3-4, 1955). English tr.: Amer | 1954. Part III (Nella esposizione) was 
Eccl Rev (Feb. 1955) 132: 128-38; | delivered February 5, 1955. 








The TPS Guide-and-Digest serves several purposes. It provides a list of the Pope's public mes- 
sages appearing during the three-month period covered by each issue of The Pope Speaks, and tells 
where the original text of these messages can be located and what translations are available. It 
also provides a summary of the papal messages that appear in TPS. Recent books and selected com- 
mentaries in the papal field are likewise noted. In the fourth quarter of each year, the Guide-Digest 
is supplemented by a cumulative, alphabetical index listing the papal documents of the year and 
topics covered. 

The appearance of a papal message in the Guide is based not on the date of the document 
itself, but on its publication date in the first periodical to carry it, usually Osservatore Romano. Cer- 
tain documents of limited or narrow interest (e.g. anniversary notes and administrative rulings) are 
not printed in part or in full. However, except for the highly specialized ones, most papal utterances 
are at least referenced in this Guide-Digest section. 
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Key Topics 
Crime and criminals; Man, nature of; 
Authority; Psychology and _ psychia- 
try; Law; Punishment and penalties; 


Suffering, value of; Guilt; Science | 


and religion; Common good. 


Digest 
Part I 


Problem of crime and punishment con- 


cerns persons and their free acts, 17 | 
Freedom of choice an essential charac- | 


teristic of any genuinely criminal 
act, 18 

Criminal act always an opposition to 
higher authority, ultimately the 
Authority of God, 18 

To form valid concept, all aspects— 
psychological, juridical, ethical, re- 
ligious—must be considered for they 
are intimately related, 18 


As far as subjective guilt is concerned | 


external and internal circumstances 
which have influenced the decision 
must be taken into account, 19 
Considering object in which the crimi- 
nal act terminates crime is an arro- 
gant contempt for authority, 19 


Legally established community also | 


affected insofar as the crime dis- 
rupts order established by civil law, 
19 


But no true crime if the human law | 


violated itself contradicts the divine 
law, 19 

Punishment is reaction demanded by 
law and justice against crime, 19 


Part II 


Criminal act brings into existence | 


state of guilt and liability to pun- 
ishment, 20 

Particular relationship arises between 
guilty person and authority offend- 
ed, 20 

This state of guilt not a mere mental 
construct—it has existence in real 
order, 21 

Punishment presupposes a penal law 
actually in force and a person legal- 
ly invested with authority to mete 
out punishment, 21 

In the case of God, the Supreme 
Judge, there is perfectly clear and 
infallible knowledge of the crime 
and the guilt, 21 

Human judge must have moral certi- 





tude before passing condemnation, 
22 

Normally a substantially sound con- 
clusion may be drawn from overt 
behavior of accused, 22 

Mistakes by human judge will be cor- 
rected by Supreme Judge at Partic- 
ular and Universal Judgments, 22 

Advantages which would result from 
extending discretionary powers of 
judge, 23 

Guarantees of existing order must be 
preserved and at same time new 
needs must be taken into account, 23 

Various types of penalties, 23 

Effectiveness of imprisonment and 
isolation properly applied, 24 

Effectiveness of vindictive penalties 
toward final rehabilitation, 24 

Punishment is a _ readjustment of 
juridical order disrupted by the evil 
deed. 24 

Attitude guilty person should take, 24 

Psychological reactions, 25 

Juridical aspects, 25 

Hope that some religious organization 
will undertake work of assisting 
prisoners, 26 

Professional training, use of psychol- 
ogy, psychiatry, pedagogy, sociology 
required, 26 

Tremendous moral value of suffering, 
26 

Renunciation of evil is essence of re- 
habilitation, 26 

Culprit should accept his punishment 
as from God through instrumental- 
ity of men, 27 

Suffering welcomed with faith is sanc- 
tified and supported hy Christ, 27 


Part III 


Liberation from guilt must reintegrate 
the relations disturbed by the cul- 
pable act, 28 

Psychologically considered, liberation 
from guilt involves a change of 
will—abandonment of the perverse 
will and complete conversion toward 
the person offended, 29 

Mere deadening or suppression of the 
awareness of guilt not true libera- 
tion, 29 

Profound, extended and lasting libera- 
tion often a lengthy process, 30 

Juridically considered, liberation from 
guilt consists in rendering to the 
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authority offended the proper satis- 
faction, 30 

Relative merits of voluntary and 
forced reparation, 30 

Juridical liberation from guilt com- 
prises actual reparation, not merely 
the will to perform it, 30 

In some cases adequate satisfaction 
is morally or physically impossible, 
31 

Due to abyss between finite and in- 
finite man cannot by his own powers 
make adequate reparation to God, 
31 


value and remits guilt of repentant 
man, 32 

Necessity of theological and religious 
consideration in the question, 32 

Moral liberation from guilt consists 
in conscious and voluntary return 
of penitent to conformity with ethi- 
cal order, 33 

Religious liberation means liberation 
from that interior guilt which binds 
culprit in sight of God, 33 

Without this, any other help given the 
culprit is of little or no significance, 
33 
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Good of culprit. and. of community 
must serve as norm for application 
of condonation, 36 

Regulations of canon law as model, 37 

“Christianization” of the problem, 37 

When spontaneous opposition to the 
forced suffering ceases, the oppres- 
sive and humiliating aspects disap- 
pear or are lessened, 37 

Innocent victims of totalitarian injus- 
tice may find interior liberty and 
peace through way of faith, love, 
and grace, 38 

Same end may be attained in same 
way by those who suffer through 
own fault, 38 

By advice, assistance, sympathy, en- 
couragement, others should help 
them attain this end, 38 

Christ’s words impose an obligation 
on those who have immediate care 
of the culprit, 39 

Similar obligation falls on community, 
39 


| Bibliography 











Liberation from penalty also neces- | 


sary for “restitutio in integrum”, 34 

Eternal punishment in the divine law, 
34 

Various forms of cessation of punish- 
ment in human law, 35 

Remission of the penalty, 35 

In total or partial remission vindictive 
penalties as well as medicinal should 
be taken into consideration, 35 





Italian text: AAS (Feb. 25, 1955) 47: 
60-85; Osservatore Romano (Dec. 6-7, 
1954; Feb. 6, 1955); English tr.: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (1st Qtr 1955) v.2, no. 1. 


| 136. Some Current Problems in Ger- 


Ransom offered by Christ is of infinite _many (Die Glick). February 12, 1955. 


Letter to Archbishops, Bishops and other 
pastors of Germany. 


| Key Topics 


Germany, Church in; Marian Year; 
Family; Marriage; Vocations; Edu- 
cation; War prisoners. 


Digest 

Rich blessings from Marian Year and 
establishment of Feast of Mary’s 
Queenship, 73 

Solemn consecration of Germany to 
Heart of Mary, 74 

Pope wishes to be kept advised of 
difficulties and problems, as well as 
joys, 75 

Special problems in education, family, 
marriage; also in social care for 
displaced persons, 75 

Three recent letters from Germany 
report lack of vocations and con- 
troversy with Lower Saxony on ed- 
ucation, 76 

Lack of vocations worldwide problem 
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which prompted the encyclical Sacra | Digest 
Virginitas, 76 New fervor evident in Rome diocese, 47 


State of Lower Saxony violating Con- | Value of retreats, 47 
cordat between Holy See and Ger- In working with individuals parish 
many, 77 priests should be discreet, firm, cour- 
Unconditionally necessary that, in ac- ageous, 48 
cordance with Concordat, specially Must consider the moral weakness and 
trained Catholic teachers be as- intellectual unpreparedness of es- 
signed to Catholic schools, 77 tranged souls, 48 
Sorrow on receiving list of names of Hence must make move at proper 
those still missing or held as pris- time, 48 
oners in eastern Europe and Asia, Need for preserverance, 49 
78 


Must not fear to exhort and guide 
souls to highest sanctity, 49 

In working for general spiritual re- 
newal priest must know well the 
needs, aims and available power, 50 

Avoid superficiality in estimating re- 
ligious conditions in parish, 50 

Countless need for laborers in vine- 


Bibliography 
German text: Katholische Nachrichten 
Agentur. English translation: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (lst Qtr 1955) v.2, no. 1. 


137. A Child’s Prayer and Sacrifice. 
(How good) February, 1955. Lenten 


: e yards, 51 
Message a Pope Pius XII to American Hence all should be used, none ig: 
School Children. nored, underestimated or devalu- 
Key Topics ae 51 di -ndividual 
Children; Prayer and sacrifice; Char- Work must be coordinated, individual- 

ity ? ism guarded against, 51 

Digest Bibliography 
Cilla wianinae eheek hunelegs Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
cheat ys P g (March 11, 1955); English tr.: THE 


= 
Gifts sent to poor and needy children Pore SPeaKs (1st Qtr 55) v.2, no. 1. 


will help their souls as well as 

bodies, 71 140. To Cardinal Verde (Raro admo- 
Children should imitate the gentleness, | dwm) Mar. 15, 1955. Letter on his 90th 

modesty and obedience of the Child | birthday. 


Jesus, 71 Latin text: 
Bibliography Osservatore Romano (March 27, 1955). 
English text: THE POPE SPEAKS (lst | 
Qtr 55) (v.2, no. 1. | 141. Truth and Justice. (The President) 


March 19, 1955. Brief address of Pope 
138. Prayer (O dolcissimo Gest) March, | Pius XII to American Journalists. 
1955. For the 15th National Eucharistic 


c io: tee Seth te Bhai, Anelt 20 Key Topics 

ongress to eld in Italy, Apri - Big ON age AIR . 

May 6, 1956. | Journalism; Truth; Justice. 
Digest 


Italian text: 


Eternal Truth and Justice must be 
Osservatore Romano (Mar. 17, 1955); og 


strength and monitor for journalists 
139, The Pastecal Cate of Soule. (Siono | _'™ thelr difficult task, 71-72 
rese grazie) March 10, 1955. Discourse | Bibliography 


of Pope Pius XII to Pastors and Lenten | English text: Osservatore Romano 

Preachers of Rome. | (Mareh 21-22, 1955); THE Pore 

Key Topics | SPEAKS (1st Qtr 55) v.2, no. 1. 
Pastoral care; Parish; Priests; Laity; Papal messages released prior to Jan. 
Statistics. 17 , 1955 but appearing in this issue. 
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El. The World Pays its Honor to Mary. 
Selections from ten messages (Sept. 30, 
1954—-Dec. 12, 1954) to national Marian 
congresses: in the Philippines, Monte- 
video, Sicily, Mexico, Spain, Nigeria, 
Lebanon, India, Peru, Colombia. 


Key Topics* 
The Marian Year; War and peace; 
Social and economic problems; The 
Immaculate Conception; Miraculous 
event; the Church; Consecration to 
Mary; Christ and Mary; Missionaries, 


Digest* 
The Philippines 

Providential role of Philippines in 
theatre of history, 53 

Missionary Spain combined evangeliz- 
ing and colonizing impetus, 53 

Fusion of races and maintenance of 
this unity a result of the unifying 
force of religion, 53 

Philippines should combine the new 
with the old—organize its new-born 
national spirit, assert what is pe- 
culiarly its own but at same time 
hold to its faith, 54 

Thus it will be in the Far East a 
beacon of Christian life, 54 

Pray to the Queen of Peace, for only 
a return to Christ and His doctrine 
will afford sure way to peace, 54 


Montevideo 

Benefits flowing from meditation on 
Immaculate Conception, 55 

Importance of religious spirit in social, 
political and economic life of coun- 
try, 55 

Mary the Help of Christians in these 
troublous times, 55 

Sicily 

Report that Marian statue in Sicily 
has shed tears, 56 

Hierarchy of Sicily has declared event 
was real, 56 

Christian doctrine should be taught 
to all, 57 

Sacraments sustain life, 57 

Filial union to Apostolic See, 57 

Mexico 
Mexico a land of Mary, 57 
May she protect integrity and unity 


‘The Key Topics and Digest pertain 
only to the excerpts appearing in TPS, 
not to the entire messages. 





of faith, purity of morals and holi- 
ness of marriage and family, 57 


Spain 
Name of Mary appears in every phase 
of Spanish history, every inch of 
Spanish soil, 57 
In these days of trouble humanity 
must flee to Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, 58 
Consecration of Spanish nation to Im- 
maculate Heart, 58 
Nigeria 
Evangelization of Nigeria under patro- 
nage of Mary, 59 
Zeal of early missionaries—apparent 
failures were seeds of success, 59 


Lebanon 

Devotion to Mary will inspire the 
young, fathers and mothers of fami- 
lies, Catholic Actionists, the priest- 
hood, and will cause the spirit of 
her Son to prevail in social inter- 
course of country, 60 

India 

Eagerness of Catholic India to cele- 
brate Marian Year, 61 

Those outside faith must not mistake 
meaning, source and scope of devo- 
tion to Mary, 61 

Authentic Marian devotion leads to 
Jesus through Mary, for Mary is 
Channel only, not Foundation of 
grace, 61 

Peru 

Great benefits stemming from Marian 
Year, 62 

Vital role Mary has played in evan- 
gelization of South America and 
preservation of its faith, 

Special mission of Peru, 62 
Eucharistic and Marian devotion com- 
bined in this solemn Assembly, 62 
Favors and benefits to pray for: good 
priests, intensified Christian family 
life, Christian charity and social jus- 
tice, protection from Mary in these 

critical times, 62-63 
Colombia 
Fruits and benefits hoped for through 
proclamation of Marian Year: re- 
turn to Jesus through imitation of 
Mary, renewal of morals, peace and 
justice for world, light for those 
who have strayed, liberty for 
Church, 63 
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Great response in Colombia and 
throughout world seems to furnish 


promise that these fruits will be | 


harvested, 63 
Natural beauties of Colombia; her de- 
votion to Church and to Mary, 64 
Graces to ask for, 64 


Bibliography 
For bibliographical information see 
TPS 4th Quarter 1954 Guide, pp. 410- 
414, nos. 79, 85, 86, 88, 89, 101, 119, 
121, 122, 128. English excerpts: THE 
PoPE SPEAKS (ist Qtr 55) v.2, no. 1. 


E2. Linen, Hemp & Ceramics. Two Mes- 
sages of October, 1954. To the Linen and 
Hemp Congress; to the Ceramics Con- 
gress. 


Key Topics 
Business and industry; Labor; Inter- 
national relations; Liturgy; Art; Spir- 
itual and temporal. 


Digest 
Linen and Hemp 

International cooperation fostered by 
common interest of industry, 41 

Confederation is concerned with many 
factors, 41 

Moderate price must accompany fine 
quality, 42 


Collaboration needed on all levels of | 


production, 42 
World-wide collaboration to be hoped 
for, 42 


Liturgical and other sacred uses of | 


linen in Old and New Testa- | 
ment, 42-43 
All that is beautiful and good leads 
to God, 43 | 
Labor testifies to man’s love for 
God, 43 
Ceramics 


Ceramics an ancient art, 43-44 
Its importance to the building in. 
dustry, 44 


Clay in the hand of the potter a | 


symbol of God’s dominion, 45 
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Quarter 1954 Guide, p. 410, nos. 81 
and 82. English tr.: THE POPE SPEAKS 
(1st Qtr 55) v.2, no. 1. 


E3. Formula for Victory in Youth’s Bat- 
tle Against Evil. (Vi giunga) Dec. 8, 
1954. Message of Pope Pius XII to 
Young Women’s Section of Italian Cath- 
olic Action, 


Key Topics 
Youth; Catholic Action; Chastity; 
Spiritual life; Church and social prob- 
lems; Public morality; Unity; Obedi- 
ence. 


Digest 
Growth and development of the Domus 
Mariae, 65 
Blessings of the Marian Year, 65 
Children and girls of Catholic Action 
a magnificent adornment for Church, 
65-66. 
Preservation of virtue possible amidst 
multiple occasions of sin, 66 
The problem of purity can be solved, 66 
Perfection requires complete surrender 
of self to God; this does not pre- 
clude the healthy joy of living, 66 
Breakdown of the social structure 
makes widespread and _ devoted 
preaching of Gospel urgent, 67 
| With the help of God and personal 





generosity good will triumph over 
evil, 67 

Youth must act with vigor, unity, 

obedience, 67-68 

Realize your strength and make your 
presence felt, 67 

Unified action necessary to avoid de- 
feat, 68 

Catholic youth obeys generously and 

| without question, 68 


Bibliography 
Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
(Dec. 9-10, 1954). Englishir.: Tue 
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Books and Commentaries 


The Mind of Pius XII is a provocative 
title. Appearing early in 1955 (Robert 
C. Pollock, editor; Crown Publishers, 
N.Y. 234 p. $3.50, it is a collection of 
brief quotations from the writings and 
addresses of Pope Pius XII. The quotes 
are grouped according to subject matter. 
Thus, various statements of the Pope on 
the social question comprise one chapter; 
other chapters contain quotes on democ- 
racy, labor, international community, 
peace, science, medicine, education, and 
other topics. 

The overall theme of the work is per- 
haps evident in the first sentence of the 
editor’s foreword where he says: “In 
reading through the communications of 
His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, one is 
struck by a breadth of view which 
catches in its embrace the totality of 
human life.” Unfortunately, as he goes 
on to say, many are too pressed for time 
to search out and read the complete 
documents. His anthology is thus aimed 
at filling this need and perhaps leading 
many to the original documents them- 
selves, 

Liturgical Piety, by Rev. Louis Bouyer, 
Cong. of the Oratory, published in March 
by the University of Notre Dame Press, 
has been receiving enthusiastic reviews. 
In his foreword, Rev. Michael A. Mathis, 
C.S.C., says that Fr. Bouyer’s intent was 
to proceed in the spirit of Mystici Cor- 
poris and Mediator Dei. 





Study Clubs 


Where could you find better 
study material than the 
Pope’s own words on all the 
problems of the day? 

Special rates for study 
clubs ordering six or more 
subscriptions available on re- 
quest. 
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Grail Publications has released a 35 
page pamphlet entitled The Prayers of 
Pope Pius XII. It contains 21 prayers 
in all and is edited by the Rev. Vincent 
A. Yzermans. Many of these prayers 
were first collected by Father Yzermans 
and printed in the Oct., 1954 issue of 
the American Ecclesiastical Review (cf 
TPS, v.1, p. 293). A collection of prayers 
in Italian, Preghiere di Pio XII, was 
published in Rome by the Pontificia 
Opera di Assistenza in 1954. 

The longest encyclical ever issued, On 
the Sacred Liturgy (Mediator Dei, Nov. 
27, 1947) has been re-edited by Gerald 
Ellard, S.J. Fr. Ellard has revised and 
extended his explanatory notes; a de- 
tailed topical index has been added. 
(America Press, 108 pp., paper $1.00.) 

Walter Ullman’s The Growth of Papal 
Government in the Middle Ages is a 
study in the ideological relation of cleri- 
cal to lay power. (Methuen, 482 p.) 

Reviews of three foreign language 
books in the papal field appeared in Os- 
servatore Romano during the quarter 
(Feb. 12, Mar. 9, Mar. 13). The first, 
Discorsi agli intellettuali, a 542 page col- 
lection of documents of Pius XII, was 
published in Rome by Editrice Studium. 
The second, authored by two Dominicans, 
Arthur Utz and Joseph Groner, is a two 
volume work in German on the “Social 
Summa” of Pius XII; it is called Aufbau 
und Entfaltung des_ gesellschaftlichen 
Lebens—Soziale Summe Pius XII. And 
the third, on a similar theme, is Il mes- 
saggio sociale di Pio XII, published to 
honor the 16th anniversary of the elec- 
tion of Pius XII. 


Some of the more noteworthy articles 
appearing in current periodicals: 

A series of excerpts compiled by Jo- 
seph F. Gallen, S.J., on “Pope Pius XII 
and the religious life.” Forty-five ex- 
cerpts have appeared in Review for Re- 
ligious (Jan. and Mar. 1955, 14:3-11, 
85-92). 

Marling, Bp. J. M. Some recent papal 
pronouncements on the training of teach- 
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ing sisters. Amer. Eccl. Rev. 
1955) 182: 145-53. 

Trossarelli, F., S.J. Note e riflessioni 
nel venticinquennio dell’enciclica Divina 
illius magistri. Civilta Cattolica (Jan. 1, 
1955) 106:11-22. In the Osservatore Ro- 
mano (Jan. 1, 1955) this same author 
writes “Nel XXV_ anniversario della 
Divini illius magistri.”’ 

Corra, Sennen. Solenni decisioni di 
Pio XII intorno al sacramento dell’ Or- 
dine: Episcopalis consecrationis (1944 
Nov. 30) and Sacramentum Ordinis 
(1947 Nov. 30). Studia Patavina (Dec. 
1954) 1:341-69. 

Colombo, Carlo. La regalita della Ma- 
donna: Ad ecaeli reginam, Italian text 
and commentary. La Scuola Cattolica 
(Dec. 1954) 82:475-97. 


(March 





Filograssi, G., S.J. Il dogma dell ’Im- 
macolata nell’enciclica Fulgens Corona. 
Gregorianum (no. 1, 1955) 36:3-20. 

Sericoli, C.,0.F.M. De praecipuis Sedis 
Apostolicae documentis in favorem Im- 
maculatae B. M. V. Conceptionis editis. 
Antonianum (Oct. 1954) 29:373-408. 

An historical article, in Italian, (Os- 
servatore Romano Mar. 19, 1955) on the 
cult of St. Joseph; the survey begins 
with Pope Sixtus IV and ends with 
Pius XII. 

Doimi, Samuele. L’istruzione religiosa 
degli intellettuali laici nel pensiero di 


Pio XII. Studia Patavina (Aug. 1954) 
1:159-74, 
Other bibliographical references to 


papal documents can be found in The 
Catholic Periodical Index. 





Rerrints, Back Copies 


Special Order Reprints. We welcome your orders for reprints of any 
papal messages appearing in The Pope Speaks. The following prices, 
including postage, are effective immediately for ‘‘special-order’’ four- 
page reprints (that is, those which run four pages or less in length) 
and eight-page reprints (those running five to eight pages in length). 


Quantity Price 


4 page 8 page 

25— 100 10¢ each 15¢ each 
101— 500 7¢ each 10¢ each 
501—2000 5¢ each 8¢ each 
2001 and over 3¢ each 5¢ each 


Rates on messages running more than eight pages in length or in 


quantities of less than 25 are available on request. If several titles are 
ordered in quantity lots, the ‘price bracket’’ is determined separately 
for each message. Orders totalling less than $5.00 must come prepaid. 


For Pamphlet Racks. We also carry a number of ‘stock reprints’’ 
designed primarily for resale in church pamphlet racks and bookstores 
at 10¢ each (15¢ for those over twelve pages). Standard discounts, 
ranging from 25% to 40% are allowed on purchases in, quantities of 
25 or more. A list of the titles available will be published from time 
to time. On stock reprints, quantity purchasers may order either at 
‘‘stock"’ prices with discount or at the special order prices indicated 
above—whichever is more favorable to them. 


Back Copies. Subscriptions to the quarterly itself may be dated back 
to the beginning of the current year and regular rates apply. Older 
issues are available at $1.25 per copy. 














Reprints for the Parish 


Archbishop Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to the United States, 
told us “The Holy Father ardently desires his messages to 
reach all his children”. Pastors will find our Reprint Plan an 
excellent way to get the words of the Pope to their parishoners. 


@ Recent talks of the Pope on— 


POLIO 
TELEVISION 
THE PARISH 
YOUTH’S PROBLEMS 
LABOR 
THE SODALITY 
CATHOLIC ACTION 
SICKNESS AND SUFFERING 


—are available in reprint form. 


These messages—and similar ones to doctors, nurses, teachers 
and 101 other trades and professions—make an ideal leaflet 
to pass out at parish gatherings. 


Four-page reprints can be ordered in quantities of 2,000 or 
more for 3¢ each. The price is a little higher for smaller 
quantities or for the longer messages. Write THE POPE 
SPEAKS, Box 4498, Washington 17, D. C., for further infor- 
mation. 


























